  Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis, January 2007.

With the beginning of the New Year, Israel increased its violations against Abu Dis. In this month, there were many cases of the Israelis invading houses and arresting people. 14 children were arrested from Abu Dis boys’ secondary school  and we will refer to the situation in the school throughout the report. Also in January, there were many checkpoints and ambushes; also the soldiers captured and beat 4 people from Abu Dis during January. The suffering of the prisoners increased in January, especially of the children who were arrested in January. They have been tortured and beaten in Ma’ale Adumim police station and in Kfar Atsioun in Bethlehem. The prison management of Al Nakab jail increased its procedures against the prisoners. The guards of the prison invaded the units and searched the tents and the prisoners.  

This report will give details of the Israeli violations in the area during January 2007.

Building the Wall & confiscating land
· With the continuance of building the Apartheid Wall, especially in the east side of Abu Dis and Bethany lands, the Israeli Government called for a new project to build 44 extra buildings in Ma’ale Adumin settlement. This project will bring more and more settlers to the settlement.
· An Israeli court gave a decision to complete the part of the Wall which is in front of Ma’ale Adimim as a fence 9 metres high instead of a cement wall. This came after complaints from the settlers to the court because they don’t want their settlement to be surrounded by walls.
· At the beginning of this year, the Israeli authority moved the Civil Department from the camp which is on the east side of Abu Dis to Jabal al Zaytoun checkpoint, where they built offices where the people must apply for permits. They also kept the land in the east side as a military camp and offices for military intelligence.  The people in East Jerusalem complained about the bad treatment that they face in the new Civil Department and about the long hours they spend waiting to get their permits.
· The Israeli authorities started from the beginning of this year to take fingerprints at Jabal al Zaytoun checkpoint as well as checking permits. This electronic system will not give any opportunity for emergency cases to pass through the checkpoint to Jerusalem because it means very complicated procedures and it takes a long time to have your fingerprints taken. Sometimes it takes more than an hour and a half.
 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

· On January 15th the Palestinian government reached an agreement together with the public employees to stop the strike. This strike lasted nearly a year with no signs of a solution for the salaries of the public employees. This made the economic situation much worse, especially with the international siege. The PA promised the employees that they would receive part of their salary at the end of January, especially in the education and health sectors but up to the beginning of February they have not received any money.  The employees threatened to renew their strike if they do not receive their money by the end of February.
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
The Israelis have now sealed off Jerusalem very thoroughly and there are only two ways that people can go there by car, if they are allowed. The Palestinians are now using the word “ma’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints that are like international frontiers that are the ways through the Wall. For the people of Abu Dis, these two terminals are Azzayam, open to people with Jerusalem IDs, and Jabal al Zaytoun, open only to West Bankers – and only if they have permits to go to Jerusalem. (Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs)
· On Friday 5th January, the Israeli Border Police on Azzayam checkpoint stopped and arrested Mohammed Alramouni from Abu Dis, accusing him of entering Jerusalem illegally without a permit. Mohammed spent five days in Al Maskoubia police station before being released. 
· On Thursday 11th January, for one whole day, the Israeli authorities closed Jabal al Zaytoun checkpoint without giving any reason and did not allow even the people who have permits to enter Jerusalem.
· Israeli Border Police made a checkpoint on the main crossroads to the university on the evening of Thursday, Jan. 11th . The soldiers stopped the cars and they destroyed the windscreens of many of the Ford Transit buses. Naser Nawafleh and Saddiq Nawafleh and Ibrahim Rabiya said that the soldiers destroyed the windscreens and the lights of their cars.
· The same thing happened also on January 13th when they stopped the cars of Ali Ayyad and Hani Abu Efsasia and also destroyed the windscreens of their cars. While Maher Nawafleh said the soldiers beat him and destroyed the windscreen and lights of his car. 
On Saturday 12th January an Israeli Border Police jeep stopped Dakhlala Taufiq Dakhlaha, 16 years old, near the old mosque of Abu Dis as he was returning from school. The soldiers beat him in front of people; this beating caused him injuries all round his body.  

· The Israeli soldiers started ambushing round the houses and through the tiny neighborhoods almost every night from the beginning of January. Their goal was to capture the youths who throw stones against the Israeli military vehicles, which usually travel along the main streets of Abu Dis. The soldiers wore masks on their faces and camouflaged themselves with olive branches; their behaviour was both nervous and angry, which made an atmosphere of terror for the people.
· On Monday  22nd January the soldiers stopped Mohammed Erekat and Mahmoud Sabbah at nearly 10 at night in Arras neighborhood where they live and held them for 2 hours. They beat them and forced them to stand next to the wall with their hands raised up on the wall. 
· On Tuesday 23rd January, early in the morning, the Israeli Border police made 3 checkpoints on the main street of Abu Dis and they stopped the cars for a long time which made it hard the people passing through Abu Dis to get to work. 
· Since the year 2000 Israel has refused to allow the people who have West Bank IDs, even if they have permits, to join Friday prayers in Al Aqsa Mosque. This policy also continued during January 2007.
Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. There were many youths arrested in January and the Israeli soldiers together with the intelligence forces invaded many houses in Abu Dis, as listed below 
Note that the first prisoners in this list are all from the  secondary school for boys. This school which has 465 students and 18 teachers has suffered since the end of the strike last October from very bad Israeli procedures. Each day, there is a violation against the school by the Israeli soldiers. An Israeli jeep has been stopping at the main gate of the school to frighten the children while they are entering the school each morning. They stop the children and search their bags. Even more than that, in the past the soldiers shot teargas inside the school. (All of this came on top of a very bad economic situation the teachers have suffered from; for nearly a year they did not receive a salary & even with all these promises from the PA nobody has given serious attention to their suffering). During the past 2 months,  17 school students have been arrested. Today, the number of Abu Dis students inside Israeli jails is 26, all  of them from the 9th,10th and 12th grades.

· On Sunday 7th January  early in the morning a huge Israeli force                                                                                                                                                                                                          together with intelligence officers invaded the houses of Jafar Theeb Abu Zahar 17 years old, Muntasir Talal Dandan 15 years old, Ahmad Jameel Dandan 16 years old and Sameh ahmad Rabiya 17 years old and arrested them all.
· On Monday 15th January, in the middle of the day, the Israeli forces invaded the house of Jamal Fayez Abu Hilal, claiming that they were chasing stone-throwers. The soldiers surrounded the house and they captured a child of 9 years old, accusing him of throwing stones, before the mother of the child, together with her neighbours, came and managed to release the child.
· On Thursday 18th January, an Israeli force invaded the house of Mohammed Dawood Halabiye 16 years old, Gassam Talal Dandan 16 years old, Sufian Ezzat Rabiya 16 years old and Ibrahim Nawaflah 17 years old. They arrested them all.
· On Weds 24th January the Israeli force invaded the house of Amar Yasser Rabiya, 17 years old and Mahdi Ahmad Jaffal 15 years old and Abed Ibrahim Deek 16 years old and arrested them all.
· On Weds 31st January Thaer Ali Bader 17 years old , Nidal Ibrahim Bader 17 years old and Mohammed Jamal Rabiya 17 years old were arrested after the Israeli forces invaded their houses.
· The Israeli authorities arrested Khatab Halabia when he went to see the Intelligence officer in the military camp near Ma’ale Adumin. Khatab received an order to meet the Intelligence officer when he went to one of the military courts which was for his brother. His brother is a prisoner.
· On Sunday 7th January, a huge military force invaded the house of Sameh Rabiya. The soldiers searched the house and they arrested him. Sameh is a student in Al Quds University.
· On Thursday 17th January, Khalid Oreybeh, 40 years old, was beaten badly after Israeli soldiers entered his house, claiming that they were chasing children who were throwing stones. They entered the house and they were behaving in a very angry fashion. Khalid tried to protect his children when the soldiers called for an extra force to come, and four more military jeeps came to his house. The soldiers beat him in front of his family before they kidnapped him and took him to Ma’ale Adumim police station. They kept him for four hours, during which time they beat him again there and injured his eye and broke one of his hands and then they released him. Khalid went to the Al Muqassed Health Centre in Abu Dis and had treatment.

· A report by Nadi al Aseer al Falastini (Palestinian Prisoners’ Association) said that that Israeli army arrested a girl called Ashjan Abu Srour from Aida refugee camp, together with her mother. This girl is a student in Al Quds University in Abu Dis. They took them both to Al Muskobiya Police Station in Jerusalem. After two days they released the mother on payment of 1000 shekels, and they took Ashjan to Hasharon women’s prison to wait for a trial.
· On Tuesday 23rd January, soldiers from the Israeli border police entered the house of Khalil Mohsen and they gave his family an order for him to go and meet the intelligence in the military camp next to Maale Adumim.

Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of January 2007, there are 73 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 19 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

· Muntassar Talal Dandan who was arrested on 7th January, was tortured and beaten badly by soldiers in Ma’ale Adumim police station. After a whole night of torture, he was forced to sign on a paper written in Hebrew to be used against him in the court.

· The Israeli intelligence still keep Ahmed Jameel Dandan, Ghassan Talal Dandan and Mohammad Dawood Halabiye in Kfar Asioun police station. A lawyer from Nadi al-Aseer (Prisoners’ Association) said that the prisoners in that jail face a very terrible situation and the Israelis torture them. He also said that Mohammad Dawood’s leg was broken during torture.
· On Saturday 12th January, the prisoners in Al Naqab desert jail were punished after the management of the prison entered their units late in the night and searched their property and forced them to sit down on the cold ground for the whole night.

· On Monday 29th January, Hussein al Sheikh, a lawyer from Nadi al Aseer, visited Kfar Asioun police station. He said there were 51 prisoners inside the jail and they were suffering from a very terrible situation, specially as their rooms are very cold and there is very poor food and they have very hard treatment from the soldiers in that jail. The lawyer added that he managed to send clothes for the prisoners, and among the prisoners that he met was Amar Rabiya, Mehdi Jaffal and Ibrahim Salah, all of them from Abu Dis.

· The families of the prisoners in Ofer jail complained about the bad treatment that they face during their visits to their children inside jail and also during the trials which are held inside the jail itself. They said that the prison guards humiliate them and treat them badly especially when they enter the military camp which contains the prison. They reported that the soldiers refuse to allow the cars from entering the camp which means that they have a long walk through the camp, where they undergo several searches by soldiers on their way to the prison. They also said that at the entrance of the court, there is an intelligence officer who asks them repeated questions. He usually gives orders, specially to the youth, to go to the intelligence officer in their areas. This month while he was in the court to see his brother, they gave Khatat Halabiye an order to go to Ma’ale Adumim military camp to meet the intelligence.

· The Israeli military court delayed the trial of 14 Abu Dis prisoners who were arrested this month for periods of between 18 days and months, claiming that this would give a chance for the intelligence to finish their investigation. The lawyer from Nadi al-Aseer said that he had sent an official request to the court to reopen the file for the chlldren who had been arrested from Abu Dis secondary school, and to move the procedures on fast, because it is illegal to keep them away from their schools because of statements which are taken from them by force. He had not received any response by the end of the month.
· In January, the Israeli authorities released Khatab Halabiye and Sameh Rabiye after they had been held for eight days. Also they released Osama al Afandi after he spent three and a half years inside Israeli jails. They released Mahmoud Ayyad after 23 months inside Israeli jails
Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular 
(1) to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the International Court of Justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
(2) also to note the issues about the treatment of prisoners. In particular, the UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984.  defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."  This is currently being violated and is affecting many people in Abu Dis and Palestine, and we are calling for your help and support.
