Monthly report on Israeli violations in Abu Dis,  April 2007.

The Israeli violations on the people in Abu Dis continued during April 2007. There were invasions of houses and arrests during the night.  Three students and a teacher from Abu Dis Boys’ School were arrested from their houses;  three children from the same school were taken to give evidence of the attack by the Israeli army on the Boys’ School that had taken place on 14th April. The economic siege on the Palestinian people continued for the fourteenth month. In this report we will give details about the Israeli violations in April, as follows.

 Building the Wall & confiscating land

·  The Israeli authorities told the local council in Azariyeh officially that they wanted to close the historic road that connects Azariyeh and Jericho. This is shown on the map above as Jericho Street. The Wall has already cut the same road, between Jerusalem and Jericho, for the past 4 years. This action prepares for the complete closure of the east area of Abu Dis and Azariyeh, and Israeli bulldozers are still working on the east section of the Wall. In April, the Israeli security authority made a security road surrounded with a steel fencing on the hills which belong to Arizariyeh.  This means that they confiscated more land inside Azariyeh itself.
 The economic situation in Abu Dis 

· The international siege on the Palestinian occupied territories, which started in January 2006 continued.  There was a strike in the government schools between Wednesday 18th April and Saturday 21st April: the teachers asked for their salaries and they threatened to strike again unless a fair solution to their suffering could be found.
· On another issue, the area of East Jerusalem is suffering from a shortage of water, because the Israeli authorities have reduced the pressure of water in the East Jerusalem towns.  An Israeli company, Mikorot, sent inflated bills to Sawahreh and Azariyeh local council and to Abu Dis Water Society, asking them to pay more than they had really spent on the water.
· Owing to the economic crisis in Palestine, and with all the strikes which are freezing the organisation of life in Palestine, Al Makassed Health Centre announced that they did not have any more medicine to give to people. This used to come from the Palestinian Health Ministry. This has badly affected people of all walks of life in Abu Dis.
Israeli violations at the checkpoints round Abu Dis
The Israelis have now sealed off Jerusalem very thoroughly and there are only two ways that people can go there by car, if they are allowed. The Palestinians are now using the word “ma’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to describe the huge checkpoints that are like international frontiers that are the ways through the Wall. For the people of Abu Dis, these two terminals are Azzayam, open to people with Jerusalem IDs, and Jabal al Zaytoun, open only to West Bankers – and only if they have permits to go to Jerusalem. (Note that most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have Jerusalem IDs)
·  On Thursday 19th April,  the Israeli police closed the main road near Maale Adumim at 5 o’clock in the afternoon and they stopped an ambulance belonging to the Palestinian Red Crescent. The people there said that the driver of the ambulance, when he saw the Israeli police jeep heading towards him, left the ambulance and ran away. The police stopped the cars from travelling to Azariyeh for more than four hours, which led to a tremendous build-up of traffic.
· On Sunday 29th April, Israeli soldiers at Bawabe checkpoint and Al Zaytouneh terminal refused to allow Rasha Abu Rish to pass through the checkpoints and reach the hospital.
· On Sunday 29th April, the Israeli soldiers both at the Al Bawabeh checkpoint and at the Al Zeituneh terminal prevented Rasha Abu Al Rish from going to the Al Makassed Hospital although she was in labour. Her husband took his wife to the checkpoint at around 11 pm just before midnight, but the soldiers refused to let him go through. They went to the Al Zeituneh terminal, but the soldiers refused to allow them to pass through there either. Time was getting on, so Aamer (the father) range one of his friends from Jerusalem who came by a long route and took Rasha on her own to the hospital via the Azzayem checkpoint and in a way that is not legal.  It is worth mentioning that a lady from Abu Dis had her baby at the checkpoint the previous month after the soldiers refused to let her go through the checkpoint to the hospital to have her baby.

Arresting and invading houses
During this month the Israeli authorities continued the policy of arresting people. Three youths and a teacher were arrested in April following the invasion of their houses by Israeli soldiers.
· On Tuesday 10th April, an Israeli military vehicle which was passing near Abu Dis Girls’ School was hit by stones and the soldier started to chase the children who had thrown the stones. They entered the house of Hassan Mohammed Eriqat and the soldiers arrested his child, Mohammed Hassan Eriqat who is in the 8th grade in Abu Dis Boys’ School. The soldiers took him to Maale Adumim Police Station and before his father reached there, they forced him to sign on a paper, written in the Hebrew language, saying that he was among the children who had thrown stones. They sent him to Ofra jail.
· On Thursday 26th April, an Israeli military force invaded the houses of Majdi Fowzi Salah and Abdullah Omar al Ayyan. The two of them are students in Abu Dis Boys’ School, both in the tenth grade.  Abdullah, who was released on the 3rd May, said that the intelligence officer, together with two soldiers, had beaten him and forced him to sign on a paper written in Hebrew, saying that he had been on a demonstration and had thrown stones. Majdi said that six military jeeps had come to his house and fifteen soldiers had entered the house; they had arrested him and tortured him at the police station, but he refused to sign.  Although he did not sign or admit to anything, his parents, like the parents of Abdullah, were made to pay 1,500 shekels bail in order to have their child released temporarily.  Both children have been called to court on the 30th July.

· Also on Thursday 26th April, the Israeli authorities arrested Hussain Jamous, who is a teacher in Abu Dis Boys’ School, when an Israeli force invaded his house late in the night.
Prisoners’ affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of April 2007, there are 65 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 29 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

·  On Thursday 5th April, Dawoud Mohsen was released from Israeli prison after six months. 

· On Monday 9th April, Ramseh Adel Salah and Mohammad and Hamseh Salah were released from Israeli prison after six months.
· On Tuesday 10th April, an Israeli military court renewed the period of arrest of Mahmoud Jamil Eriqat (university student) and Mohammad Salah Eriqat (11th grade, Abu Dis Boys’ School) until their next court appearance on 3rd June. Note that Mahmoud was arrested on 27th March.

· On Tuesday 10th April, for the second time, an Israeli military court refused the request made by Ibrahim Jaffal to reduce his sentence of 22 months. Ibrahim tried via his lawyer to reduce his sentence so he can start at university next September. Note that Ibrahim had his towjehi (school finishing exam) inside jail in May 2006, having been arrested in February 2006.
· On Thursday 26th April, an Israeli military court gave Mohammad Hassan Eriqat (8th grade, Abu Dis Boys’ School, see above)a sentence of three months and a fine of 5,000 shekels 

· On Sunday 29th April, Ateeyeh Hani Oraybeh was released from Israeli prison after six months.

· On Monday 30th April, Khalid Khamees Bahr was released from Israeli prison after twenty-one months.
Abu Dis Boys’ School 

· The Israeli authorities wanted to talk to the doctor who saw the boys who were injured in the attack on 14th February, and to the children who were hurt. The school head teacher at first refused to take the children to a military place for questioning, and requested that the Israeli investigating officer should visit the school. As this did not happen however, he accompanied the boys to the Civil Department to meet the investigator because he was anxious that the investigation should not be held up.

· On Sunday 22nd April, three of the children who had been injured in the school attack went along with their head teacher to the Civil Department at Al Zeituneh terminal and they gave their statements. They confirmed that the soldiers had beaten them inside their school classrooms and gave all the details about the attack on the children 

· At the end of April, the Israelis sent an order to Mo’een Abu Hilal, a teacher in the Boys’ School. to come to the Civil Department to meet the intelligence. He was asked for information about what happened in the school.

Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular 
(1) to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the International Court of Justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152, occupation forces must not confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
(2) also to note the issues about the treatment of prisoners. In particular, the UN Convention against Torture, signed in 1984.  defines torture as "Any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him …  information or a confession …. punishing him … intimidating or coercing him  ..."  This is currently being violated and is affecting many people in Abu Dis and Palestine, and we are calling for your help and support.
