Monthly report on Israeli violations  in Abu Dis – July 2006

The Israeli army continued its violations against the human rights in the Palestinian territories in general and in East Jerusalem and Abu Dis in particular.  They continued to work on the Apartheid Separation Wall around East Jerusalem.  They began work on the east side of the Wall. They also continued the policies of closure on the economic side, of arresting and entering houses, humiliating and killing people at the checkpoints around Abu Dis.  In this report we give the details of the Israeli violations in the month of July, 2006:
THE WALL:  building the Wall and confiscating lands

· The Israeli authorities nearly completed the west bit of the Wall during July and the only place that is still open is near Sheikh Sa’ed south of Abu Dis.  They started to work on Azzayem checkpoint which is on the lands of Azzariyeh(*otherwise known as Bethany) near to Abu Dis.  Israel forbids anybody to enter Jerusalem without a special permit from the Israeli civil department and the procedure to have these permits is very humiliating.  You have to apply for the permit and to pay nearly 100 shekels; after that you have to wait for months to have the permit and the response will usually be negative.

· Since Tues 25th July, Israel has continued the work on the east side of the Wall which will connect the Wall from the Mount of Olives in the west with Container checkpoint south of Abu Dis to surround Abu Dis and all the towns around from 4 sides. (The Israeli lawyer Shlomo Laker managed last May to have a decision from the Israeli Supreme Court to stop the work on the east side of the Wall because of the bad effects of this work on the life of the people in the West Bank in general because it is the only place that connects the north and the south of the West Bank with each other).
· It’s worth mentioning here that this side of the Wall will come together with the E1 settlement project which says that they want to make Maale Adumim larger and connect it with occupied East Jerusalem.  Maale Adumim, the biggest settlement in the West Bank, has a population of nearly 30 000 settlers and was established on the lands of Abu Dis and Azzariyeh and comes between them and their lands which reach the Dead Sea in the east.
· An Israeli order published on Tuesday 4th July in Al Quds newspaper announced the confiscation of 350 donums from Abu Dis land to give to the Bedouin. Israel plans to collect the Bedouin from the east of the West Bank and build a small town for them on Abu Dis land.  This decision, called Organised Project 05/6/1627 takes the lands in the places Thahar al Raghabni, Thahar Zareeq, Batan Bishara and Im al Mukhayib which belong to area no 4 from Abu Dis lands and gives it to the Bedouin who also live on lands belonging to Abu Dis. After that decision there was an announcement also to confiscate 2 000 donums from near the road to Kidar settlement and give it also to the Bedouin for animal pasture. Lawyer Shlomo Laker says he is now in the middle of negotiations with the civic department to find a solution for the Bedouin away from Abu Dis lands

Economic situation in Abu Dis
People in all Palestine are still suffering from the economic crisis especially since the last Palestinian elections because of the Israeli, American and Western policies against the Palestinian National Authority for more than five months.
East Jerusalem was one of the areas which suffered most from this policy. Unemployment had already reached 65% after Israel started to build the Wall and closed off Jerusalem, the main labour market for the area.  
Since then Al Quds University, one of the important work places in Abu Dis as there are 200 people from Abu Dis working in the university, has also suffered from financial problems for even more than five months and they have not been able to pay their workers and employees for the past six months. 
The school teachers in Abu Dis – nearly 150 teachers work in Abu Dis and outside Abu Dis - have also not been paid for 5 months. 
This bad situation has had a severe effect on the markets in Abu Dis which also count on the employees to buy their produce.
The construction workers have stopped work because of the political situation. Nobody can find work in this field as no one is building new houses.
The violations at the check points around Abu Dis
There have been many violations throughout July, as follows:
· The Israeli authority established Jabbaa checkpoint on the way between Abu Dis and Ramallah and they started to work on this checkpoint on the 1st July  These procedures aimed to cause suffering to the people travelling between Abu Dis and Ramallah and the West Bank in general suffer, specially after Israel opened Qalandia checkpoint ,
· 2 – On Saturday 1st July Mrs Ghalia Khalil Khatib, aged 80 was forced by the Israelis to change ambulance on her way to Al Muqasid Hospital. That happened when the Israeli soldiers at the Al Azzayem checkpoint refused to allow the ambulance to take her to hospital and the soldiers asked her son to call Magen Daved (the Israeli ambulance) to take her from the other side of the checkpoint and to pay 800 NIS to the Israeli ambulance so they could reach the hospital which is about kilometre away from the checkpoint.  This is not the first time that the Israeli soldiers have told people to use the Israeli ambulance and to make them pay for the Israeli ambulance. (The local ambulance charges 150 shekels from Abu Dis to the hospital)

· The Israeli soldiers at Container checkpoint on the way to Bethlehem stopped Abdullah Adnan Jaffal, 23, on Sunday 2nd July and they beat him and charged him with planning to beat a soldier at the checkpoint, and they took him after that to Maale Adumim police station and his father who is a lawyer went there and they released him and he directly went to the Al-Arabi Health centre in Azzariyeh where he had treatment.
It is worth mentioning that it is not the first time that this checkpoint has done such things. During the last month they stopped some of the people for the same reasons, Among them was Dr Ala’ al Din Sabbah. They accused him of wanting to beat the soldiers and they held him for 4 hours in the police station before they released him. 

· On Tues 4th July, the Israeli soldiers at Al Azzayem checkpoint which separates Abu Dis from Jerusalem stopped an ambulance from reaching the hospital. The ambulance was carrying Moayad Abu Rumi who had had an accident. They stopped the ambulance for more than an hour at the checkpoint although they knew that he was in a critical condition, and then they turned him back to Ramallah Hospital.
· On Saturday 15th July, the Israeli soldiers at the same checkpoint prevented a woman from the Abu Hillal family from getting to the hosp She was about to give birth but she did not have a permit to go to the hospital, and after she tried to reach the hospital in many ways but did not manage, she turned back and had her baby in Jericho hospital.

· The Israeli authority refused to allow Mohammed Abed Sabbah, 60. Permission to have surgery on Monday 17th July.  He went to the civic department for permission 3 times before the day of the surgery and he gave all the health reports that proved that he need to be in the hospital for the surgery but he received the same answer, that he was refused for security reasons

· On all the Fridays in July, the Israeli authorities refused to allow the people from East Jerusalem who have permits to enter Jerusalem to pray in Al Aqsa mosque.  They declared a closure on Jerusalem, using the same procedure used since the beginning of the Al Aqsa Intifada in 2000.
· The Israeli authorities refuse to allow the family of Nidal Salahout from Sawahreh to bury him in the cemetery of Sawahreh which is on the west side of the wall, Nidal (24) was killed after military clash with the Israeli soldiers at Sheikh Sa’ed check point which is between East and West Sawahreh.

 The Israeli authorities kept Nidals body for 5 days before they gave it to his family.

It is worth mentioning that there were many cases in the last 2 months in which the soldiers humiliated and attacked people who passed through Sheikh Sa’ed check point which is between East and West Sawahreh. In May they killed Shehadeh Mohsen from Abu Dis (a diabetic patient on the way to the Al-Muqassed hospital) at this check point. 

· On Thurs 27th July, the Israeli soldiers made flying checkpoints in Abu Dis and they started to search people’s cars in a very bad way and they asked passengers to step out of the cars and to stand beside the wall, even children. They broke the windscreens of several cars and attacked the drivers.

· Karim Ahmed Hassan Alhaliye said that. on Thurs 27th July, the Israeli border police stopped his car when he was passing near the Al Quds university and they stopped him, threw him out of his car, broke the lights of the cars and the windows of the car (Skoda 2005) and also beat the body of the car itself, and then released him without even asking for his ID or the car papers.  On the same night there were many incidents like this– there were many checkpoints and they stopped hundreds of youth and cars inside Abu Dis. 

· On Saturday 29th July, The Israeli authorities started to make checkpoints inside Abu Dis and stopped hundreds of people – most of them coming to Al Quds uni for a graduation party in the university. These checkpoints stayed till the afternoon and we heard that the university contained 10 000 students from all over the West Bank. 30% of them live in Abu Dis because it is very hard for them to travel through the West Bank to reach the university.
Arresting and invading houses
Throughout July, the Israeli authority continued their attacks and arrests in Abu Dis with the support of the Israeli intelligence, and they invaded many houses in Abu Dis, as follows:
· On Fri 30th June, an Israeli force containing 3 military vehicles invaded the house of Khalid Jaffal in Abu Dis, at 11 pm in the evening without any warning.  They asked the people inside the house to go outside to the street. The soldiers entered the house, searched it and they beat the young men Mohammed Khalid Jaffal, Nayif Mahmoud Jaffal and Ramzi Adel Salah. They arrested Nayif and Ramzi and held them for 2 days, before they released them.

· The Israeli authorities took Abed Khadr al Sha’ar and Imran Wurad Halabiye to administrative detention for 6 months and they sent Habis Johar Halabiye to Owfar prison to send him direct to Jordan, accusing him from staying in Abu Dis illegally with his family without having a permit to stay in the the West Bank. Habis is originally from Abu Dis but his family lived in Jordan since 1967. He returned back as a visitor and got married and stayed. Now they want to send him to Jordan.

· We want to mention here that 3 people were arrested and imprisoned at the end of June together with Ahmed Naim Ayyad who is a member in Abu Dis local council. He was released after 5 days of arrest. (*and arrested again at the beginning of August, see next report)
· On Monday 10th July, an Israeli force invaded the building of Iqra Charitable Society in Abu Dis, and they broke the doors of the society, searched it and took special files about the children from it. This society has provided special education and charity programmes for the whole of East Jerusalem since more than 2 years

· On Tuesday 11th July a big Israeli force invaded the Children of Jerusalem society in Abu Dis and they took the computers of that society.  This society also offers some sports and entertainment activities for the children from East Jerusalem: more than 150 children use this service.
· The Israeli military court delayed the case of the student Mousa Bassam Eriqat from Thurs 13th July to the 25th September.  Mousa was a student in Abu Dis secondary school until the end of 2004 when the Israeli authorities arrested him and accused him of throwing stones.  Since then he is has been in jail, waiting for his court hearing.

· On Thurs 20th July, the late hours, a big Israeli force invaded the house of Riyad Ismail Jabber which is in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis.  They gave the family an order from the Israeli authority that they had to leave Abu Dis and return back to Gaza Strip because they were living in the West Bank without a permit
· It is worth to mention here that the Israeli authorities stopped Khulood Riyad Jubran for 24 hrs at the beginning of June before they released her and they did not give her ID until she left the West Bank
· On Sat 22nd July, An Israeli force with an intelligence officer invaded the house of Hamad Al Ayyam. The house is near Al Quds University in Abu Dis and the soldiers closed the street which goes to the university before they asked all the people inside the house to go out and they searched the house. Then the intelligence officer interrogated Hamad Al Ayyam for an hour and a half before they left the house. Hamad al Ayyam is a maths teacher at the Arab Institute School in Abu Dis and he has been arrested many times in the past.

· From the middle of June, following what happened in the Gaza Strip* the Israeli authorities stopped giving visit permits for the relatives of the prisoners.  We want to mention here that there are currently 55 prisoners from Abu Dis inside Israeli jails and they are spending between life time and a month inside jail. The operations which took place in Lebanon and in Gaza had given the relatives of the prisoners some hope that there might be an exchange of prisoners and that their relatives would be among them.  In Abu Dis there are six prisoners on life sentences inside Israeli jail. Israel has in the past refused to add any prisoner from Jerusalem or the suburb of Jerusalem in any exchange of prisoners between Israel and organisations.
· We would like in this report to shed some light on some cases of Abu Dis prisoners. 
· The first one is Samir Ibrahim Abu Na’mer who this year finished 20 years inside Israeli jails after being arrested in 1986 and the Israelis also destroyed his house in that year. During this period Samir lost his father and mother who passed away without seeing him outside jail.
· Ashraf Sider who has been inside Israeli jail since 1991 and faces a life time inside jail.

· Mohammed Saleh Khanafseh and Maher Mohamed Abu Eideh who got arrested in 1995, and both of them faced 13 years inside jail, but a military court instide jail gave Mohammed Saleh a lifetime while he was in jail

· Nader Mahmoud Jaffal and Hassan Eisa Quraya and Mohanned Salah all inside Israeli jails since January 2001 and they are facing 8 year period inside jai.  We want to mention that Nader Jaffal is married and has 2 children.  The Israeli jail department isolated him in Nafha jail which is in the desert and they have refused to allow his family to visit him since last April

Conclusions and recommendations
We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the international court of justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.
According to the Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152 says that there is no right for occupation forces to confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
*(capturing of Israeli soldier and huge Israeli reprisals)
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