Monthly report on Israeli violations  in Abu Dis  – August 2006
The Israeli army continued its violations against the human rights in the Palestinian territories in general and in East Jerusalem and Abu Dis in particular.  They continued to work on the Apartheid Separation Wall around East Jerusalem, they continued the work on the eastern side of the Wall, and they continued the Israeli policy of siege against the Palestinian economy, the economic siege.  Also in this month the Occupation increased its operations invading houses and arresting people. In this month in Abu Dis, there were 8 young men arrested including one child; and also the Israelis held 5 young men for more than 6 hours in the army camp and in the police station in Maale Adumim.  The Israeli military force invaded more than 20 houses in Abu Dis.  They continued with the closure policy against the area and hundreds of people were prevented from passing the checkpoints around Abu Dis during August. There were 8 days with complete closure: Abu Dis and the towns round Abu Dis   became like a prison, with nobody allowed to get out or to get in.
In this report, we identify some of the Israeli violations in the area for August 2006.

THE WALL:  building the Wall and confiscating lands

Fred Carver, a councillor in Camden, visited Abu Dis in August 2006. Asked about his experience of being in Abu Dis, the first thing he thought about was the Wall:
“It’s a different thing, reading about the Wall and then seeing it for real. The thing about Abu Dis  is it is not designed as a community, as an island – it was a suburb of Jerusalem, and the people here, their lives were centred around Jerusalem, their facilities, the schools they go to, their hospitals, their jobs in many cases were in Jerusalem, and to be suddenly cut off and made into this island is very, very difficult for them. Also the people here feel very trapped –nobody wants to live their lives in a two-kilometre-square container – and it is almost a container at the moment.  It is going to be almost completely a container when the Wall is finished over the third side”
During August 2006:
· The Israeli authority replaced the Sheikh Sa'ed checkpoint with a fence which cut East and West Sawahreh from each other and locked 1,500 people who live in Sheikh Sa'ed area and have West Bank IDs inside a cage in the Jerusalem area.  This means that the people in East Sawahreh have become unable to reach their cemetery which is in Sheikh Sa'ed. Now there are four neighbourhoods of Abu Dis and Sawahreh separated along with their people from their original towns. In Abu Dis itself, the people of Om Azzarazir and Khalit Abed are now left on the wrong side of the wall away from Abu Dis. Also Assawaneh neighbourhood and Sheikh Sa'ed are now divided from Sawahreh.
· The Israeli bulldozers started to take the area by the road which connects Azzayem with Maale Adumim, preparing to continue the work on the Wall which will connect the West sector of the Wall with the Container checkpoint in the South.  It is now clear to everyone that Israel is planning to collect 25 thousand Bedouin people who used to live on the east side of the West Bank and settle them on Abu Dis land.
The economic situation in Abu Dis 
The economic crisis in the Palestinian authority areas, especially in East Jerusalem, started to threaten the new education year. The teachers announced that there would be an open strike, asking for their payment which they had not had for six months.  Working on this report, we met Mr Nimr Salah who is the owner of Dar al-Fiqr bookshop which sells school books, and we asked him about his work since we are at the beginning of the new educational year.
" Compared with the past years, we are selling only 10% of our average sale,  In the past years we used to bring to our bookshop at this time of the year, 2,000 dozens** of notebooks. This year, since the beginning of August, I have brought 300 dozens and I have not sold them yet (27th August)."  He explained that the main reason for this is that most of the people here are PA employees, and since they have not had their payments, none of them want to buy these things, and if someone has money, he prefers to keep it for the necessary things – eg food.  "Also the announcement of the teachers' strike did not encourage people to spend money on these things."  He added that he knows some families who did not have enough money even to pay for the school fees or the transportation for their children to go to school. Mr Nimr said that in the past, he used to sell his books to eight different towns and villages in East Jerusalem, but since Israel built the Wall, he is working now in only three villages.  For these reasons, Mr Nimr did not prepare well for the New Year.
(** Note: Palestinian notebooks are sold in bundles, not necessarily twelve, but the number depending on the number of pages. These are called “dozens” in Arabic)

In another field, the employees of Al-Quds University started a strike at the beginning of August which lasted for a week. They were asking for their payments which they had not had since last March. The management of the University gave warning for the leaders of the workers' committee that if they did not finish the strike, they would fire them from the University. In the end, they reached an agreement to finish the summer course and the University promised that they would find solutions in the next year.

Violations at the checkpoints around Abu Dis 
Interview with Fred Carver, a councillor in Camden, after his visit to Abu Dis in August. This followed a typical experience at Container checkpoint:
“We were going to Bethlehem … and we set off very early in the morning. It’s August in Palestine so it’s very, very hot and the checkpoint is located at the bottom of the valley in between Abu Dis and Bethlehem, and the bottom of the valley especially is very, very hot, because there’s no wind down there, in the middle of the day. Both on the way there and on the way back … we were held at the checkpoint in a very long queue – I’d say about 20 minutes on the way and 45 minutes on the way back.  On both occasions, all the cars were stopped, no cars were allowed to pass in either direction, and the soldiers just stopped everybody from moving for what seemed like a fairly arbitrary amount of time and then for no reason, apparently on a whim, all cars were allowed to go past in both directions.  It didn’t seem to be for any particular reason. The pointlessness of it really struck me, because it wasn’t for security purposes, because there were no checks made on any of the people, there were no checks made to the cars, they really did seem to be just holding people for no reason and then releasing people for no reason….. It does make it very difficult for people here, for people to go about their daily lives, if they can’t plan when they are going to be in any place, because the Israeli authorities are going to hold them for an arbitrary amount of time, they don’t know how long they are going to be kept for… We were only kept for 40 minutes but there have been cases I know … the people I am staying with were held for two hours in Ramallah yesterday, I’ve heard of people being held for ten hours, and it does make it very difficult for people to live their lives with that sort of pressure, and, as I say, at the bottom of a very hot valley on a very, very hot day, the Israeli authorities certainly didn’t endear themselves to anybody because it did cause a lot of distress to a lot of people who were being stuck in these incredibly hot cars”

There have been many violations throughout August, as follows:
· The Israeli authority closed Jerusalem on Thursday 3rd August in the memory of what they call "Kahrab il Haykil" and they stopped even the people who have Jerusalem ID from entering Jerusalem through Azzayem checkpoint or Qalandia till Monday 7th August.

· The Israeli Supreme Court in Jerusalem gave a decision for the settlers from a movement called "Homat Jabal al Haykil" to enter the Al Aqsa mosque to celebrate the occasion of  "Kahrab il Haykil" on Thursday 3rd August.
· The Israeli authority closed the checkpoint at the entry to Jericho for two days from Thursday 24th August till Saturday 26th August, and they forbade people from the area of Abu Dis to enter Jericho which is the only way for the people in the West Bank to go to Jordan.
· The Israeli soldiers in the Jaba'a checkpoint (which Israel made recently on the way between Abu Dis and Ramallah) put Yousef Jaffal, Dr Ahmed Jaffal and Mousa Jaffal under temporary arrest on Weds 28th August while they were going to Ramallah, and they held them for six hours.
· The Israeli authority closed Jaba'a checkpoint for two days from 24th August and they stopped people coming from Abu Dis from entering the city of Ramallah or leaving to go to Abu Dis; and they held thousands of people for hours under an excuse that there was a security threat for the Israelis.

· The Israeli soldiers from Abu Dis military camp made a flying checkpoint at one in the morning on Friday 25th August on the way to Abu Dis near Jabal Abu Kamil, near the military camp, and they stopped many of the youths and the students from the university, and they beat some of them including Khaled Mahmoud Eriqat (20 years old) from Abu Dis.  
· In a sudden move by the Israeli authorities on Monday 29th August, the Israeli authority closed all the ways to Jerusalem and to Ramallah and to Jericho, and they refused to allow the people who were returning back from Ramallah and Jerusalem to return to Abu Dis, which left the people returning from their work in Ramallah to go to Abu Dis via Jericho. On the same day, the Israeli soldiers around the Wall in the west of Abu Dis started to shoot tear gas on the workers when they returned back from their work in Jerusalem and the Israeli soldiers asked a group of the workers from Hebron to take off their clothes and to sit down on the ground naked.
· The Israeli authority refused to allow the people who wanted to go to pray at the Al-Aqsa mosque to enter Jerusalem even if they had permits to enter.  This procedure has continued since the year 2000 that there is a closure on the Al Aqsa mosque each Friday.

Arrests and invasions of houses

Throughout August, the Israeli authority continued their attacks and arrests in Abu Dis with the support of the Israeli intelligence, and they invaded many houses in Abu Dis, as follows:
· On Tues 1st August at 12 midnight, an Israeli force invaded the house of Saleem Qureia which is in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis. The soldiers surrounded the house and entered it putting the owner and his family in one room, and they checked the house, claiming that there were weapons inside it, for more than four hours. After that, the soldiers made a body check for the people and they discovered that Fatemeh Mohammed Ibrahim Al-Bow had hidden some empty bullets which one of her children had been collecting since the first intifada in 1988. The soldiers arrested Fatemah and they sent her to Maale Adumim police station before they released her and asked her to come back to a military court on 20th September.
· At a late hour on Weds 2nd August, the Israeli authority together with the intelligence officer arrested Ahmed Naim Ayyad, a member of the Abu Dis   municipal council, and Ali Dawoud Jamous after they invaded and searched their houses. Ahmed Ayyad had been arrested at the beginning of last month and he was released after 5 days after his arrest.
· On Thursday 3rd August, the Israeli authorities arrested Ma’moun Shqeirat. Ma’moun is a student in Al-Quds University and the soldiers arrested him while he was on the way to University.

· On Sunday 6th August, the Israeli authorities arrested Fadl Zaccharia al- Mubayatu from h is house in the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis, and they sent him on administrative detention (no court etc) for four months in al Naqab prison.
· At 12 midnight on Saturday 12th August, an Israeli force invaded the shop belonging to Ghazi and Sami Kamel Rabiyeh which is on the main road near Jabel Abu Kamel Street which leads to the military camp, and after they forced them to close their shop, they took the two brothers to a new building under construction and they beat them for nearly an hour before they released them.

· The Israeli military court at Ofra prison delayed the case of Amer Mohammed Bahar and Moshir Halabiyeh from 13th August to 20th September.  The two of them were arrested in June 2004.
· An Israeli force invaded early in the morning of Monday, 14th August, the house of Ali Khaleel Afanah and the soldiers searched the house before they went out without giving any reason for this work. After that the same force entered the house of Morad Mohammed Bahar, 34 years old, married with 4 children, the soldiers arrested him and took him to the military camp after they tied his hands and they released him after six hours.

· The misery of the Jabal family (from Gaza Strip) continued (see July report). In this month, the Israeli force invaded their house three times because they said that they are living in the West Bank without a permit. Each time the Israeli soldiers searched their house and destroyed the things inside the house and they threatened the people who live inside it and asked them to leave Abu Dis.
· On Monday 14th August, the Israeli army invaded the home of Yahya Ayid Ata Allah, 36 years old, married with 4 children.  The soldiers tied his hands and took him to Maale Adumim police station and they held him for six hours before they released him.    Yahya had been in Israeli jails many times in the past.

· At one o’clock in the morning on Tuesday 15th August, an Israeli force together with the intelligence officer invaded the house of Saleh Abed Mohsen to arrest his son Ali who is a student in the second year in Al-Quds University. I met Mr Saleh and I asked him about what happened on that night.  He said that on Monday, from the early morning, he had been on a visit to his son Mohammed who has been for 10 years in Bir is Sabba Israeli jail in the south of Palestine. When Mr Saleh returned back to his house at nearly 12 midnight, trying to have some rest, he heard a very loud knocking at his door, and when he opened the door, 13 soldiers entered the house and more of them surrounded the house from outside. The soldiers started to search in the rooms of the house and started to destroy things in it. One soldier broke the doors of the rooms and the glass in the kitchen. Another one stepped on the chairs in the sitting room and he broke two of them and the glass in one of the windows. After that, the soldiers entered his son Ali’s room and they took the computer and they took some of his books because they said they were not legal according to Israeli law. Mr Saleh (Abu Hesham) added that the intelligence officer started to ask him about his sons, especially about Ali, who tried to hide in a small room on their roof to protect himself against getting arrested. The soldiers went up to the roof and arrested Ali who was in his underwear and they started to beat him and they broke his right arm. Mr Saleh said that he asked the soldiers just to allow Ali to put on his clothes and to take his shoes, but they refused and arrested him nearly naked. 

· This operation continued for nearly two hours and a half before it ended nearly at 3 o’clock in the morning. It is worth mentioning that Mr Saleh had had a very bad experience with the occupation. His son Mohammed has been inside Israeli jails since 1996 and his daughter Mariam was arrested in 2004 for four months. Also his son Ali was in Israeli jails in 2004 and he was released recently from the jail.

· On Tuesday 15th August an Israeli force arrested Haitham Abu Rish. Haitham is a student in Al Quds University and they arrested him from his own house in Abu Dis.
· At the end of August, the Israeli authority together with an intelligence officer arrested Khalil Dawoud Jammous who is the brother of Ali Jammous who was also arrested this month.

· On Sunday 27th August, an Israeli force together with the intelligence officer invaded the old neighbourhood of Abu Dis and they entered many houses.  They gave some of the youth dates for appointment with the intelligence officer in Maale Adumim and they arrested also Ahmed Yousef Nader who is 15 years old and was released from jail less than 2 months ago after he had spent 3 months in Israeli jails. Ahmed is a student in Abu Dis secondary school for boys.  Also the same night in another house, Abed Nabil Bader who is 15 years old managed to escape after the Israeli soldiers invaded his house to arrest him. The soldiers gave his father a written order asking him to give his son to the military camp in Abu Dis.
During August, the Israeli authorities released Ali Jamal Dandan after he had spent 36 months inside Israeli jails and Mustafa Rathi Eriqat and Majid Ebidat after 18 months and Ashraf Sider who had spent 24 months in the Israeli jails.
Conclusions and recommendations
We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the international court of justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.
According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152 says that there is no right for occupation forces to confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
