Report on Israeli violations  in 2006 
including the Abu Dis  December 2006 human rights report
The negative effect of the Israeli apartheid policies against the Palestinians increased during the last year, and after nearly 40 years occupation in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem. According to a report from B’tsalem Centre, 660 Palestinians were killed during the last year, which raises the number of Palestinians killed since September 2001(the beginning of the last intifada (to 4,005 Palestinians. Including in this number, the last year, also, Israel has killed 141 children; 811 children have been killed since the beginning of the last intifada.

During Israeli military occupations, Israel has destroyed 292 houses in the Occupied Territories and 42 houses in Jerusalem (B’tsalem). The Report also mentions that there are now 54 permanent checkpoints in the West Bank and also during December, there were 160 flying checkpoints each week. Together with these checkpoints, there are hundreds of blocks on the streets – some blocked with sand and cement. There are at least 41 roads in the West Bank that Palestinians are not allowed to use – they are just for Israeli settlers.  

Also according to the report, there are now 10,500 prisoners in Israeli jails, including 345 children, and 738 administrative detention, among whom 22 children who have had no trial.
Also according to the report, the Israeli authorities have continued to confiscate land and construct the Separation Wall. From the middle of 2002 till the middle of 2006, they confiscated 3,250 km sq which is nearly 49% of the West Bank lands. The Wall now, till the middle of 2006, was 703 km long. All that came under a very bad situation for the Palestinian internal situation, with problems between Hamas and Fatah, and the strike which started from September.
Abu Dis

Israeli violations in Abu Dis reached all walks of life during the last year. An old man was killed while he was going to Al Muqassed Hospital in Jerusalem. There were 72 young people arrested during this year, some of them released and the rest still waiting for their trials. Also Israel during the last year raided and closed several different societies in Abu Dis, two of them were Iqra Society and Al Shbal Al-Quds.  Israel finished the whole western sector of the Wall to separate East Jerusalem area completely from the centre of the city, closing all the gaps and the places that people used to use on their way to Jerusalem. And Israel started to work on the new Azzayam checkpoint, which became the only place that people could enter Jerusalem, if they had special permits from the Israel military authority. During 2006, Israel confiscated more lands from Abu Dis, there were 2 military decisions, one to confiscate 350 donums from eastern Abu Dis lands, and also they announced 2000 donums were closed area (the area around Kidar settlement to the east side of Abu Dis). About the economic situation, the suffering of the government employees continued for nearly a year, and  there was a strike, freezing all the different Palestinian Authority ministries, which had a very bad effect on the Palestinian official life and specially on education and health. Abu Dis government schools stopped for 2 months from the beginning of September to the end of October after the  Abu Dis community had a meeting and stopped the strike (not having found a solution for the salaries of the teachers).
Israeli violations in December in Abu Dis
In this month, the Israeli authorities arrested two young men from Abu Dis, and also increased the number of flying check points in and around Abu Dis, especially around the Al Quds University. There was a child stopped by Israeli soldiers while he was returning home in Abu Dis main street, and he was beaten and injured. This month also the Israeli authority continued the work on the separation wall, specially near the Maale Adumim settlement, and the bulldozers continued their work in wide areas on the lands of Azariyeh near Abu Dis.
The economic situation in Abu Dis 

 With the continuance of the international siege on the Palestinians, the situation in the Palestinian occupied territories got worse, especially it was very clear during the festivals of Muslims and Christians at the end of December.  There was nothing to show that these areas had an Eid in the Palestinian territories.
Abu Dis government schools called the local community to help the schools to provide some of their need for the schools, like stationery and cleaning materials and first aid materials and some medicine. It is worth mentioning that there is no solution for the teachers’ salaries till now.

Violations at the checkpoints around Abu Dis 

Although the Israeli authorities allowed some private cars (as well as commercial vehicles) to travel through to Bethlehem, there are complicated procedures against people who cross the Container checkpoint and specially on Christmas Eve, when the Israeli soldiers stopped and held hundreds of people who were travelling to Bethlehem to celebrate that night, and they held them and returned most of them back to East Jerusalem. For the people who were lucky enough to pass through the checkpoint, when they returned back from Bethlehem, the checkpoint was closed and they had to wait till the next morning to return to East Jerusalem.
Also for the people who wanted to go to the Al Aqsa on the Friday 30th December for the day before the Eid, the Israeli authorities on the Azzayam checkpoint refused to allow even the women, children and old people to pass through. This procedure continued also during the Eid days,and people did not have the opportunity to visit their relatives inside the city during the Eid al-Adha.

The Israeli authorities used flying checkpoints in Abu Dis during December. These checkpoints focused on Wednesdays and Saturdays (the ends of the Palestinian weekend) specially around the University. They stayed till late hours during the night. The soldiers stopped hundreds of students and held them and checked their IDs.
As since the year 2000, that there has been a closure on the Al Aqsa mosque each Friday. The Israeli authorities refused to allow the people who wanted to go to pray at the Al-Aqsa mosque to enter Jerusalem even if they had permits to enter.  

Arrests and invasions of houses
In December, the Israeli authorities continued their policy of arresting and invading houses.

· On  Tuesday,12th December, at about 12 midnight, an Israeli force invaded the house of Sabri Bader,  searched the house, looking for his son Hassan (16 years old), and took him to the police station at Maale Adumim.
· The same night, the Israeli army invaded the house of Mohammad Alayan and they arrested his son Atheer who is 15 years old. 
· On Friday 29th December, an Israeli military jeep stopped and held Mahdi Jaffal who is 14 years old, on the main street of Abu Dis. The soldiers beat him till his mother and some people in the street came and took him from the soldiers’ hands. He had injuries in different parts of his body

Prisoners affairs
During the years of the Occupation, hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against the Occupation, such as demonstrations. Among these there have been many children. At the end of December 2006, there are 58 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there are 14 children from Abu Dis schools, including a girl.  

· The prisoner Hassan Sabri, 16 years old, was beaten and tortured in Maale Adumim police station by Israeli soldiers for one whole night.  They forced him to sign a paper written in Hebrew, to use it against him in the court. It is worth mentioning here that this procedure is regularly used now by the Israeli army against the children who have been arrested recently, and in some cases they have used dogs to attack the prisoners inside a small cell.
· The Israeli authorities released Mahdi Mohammad Bader after he finished a sentence of 21 months.
· The Israeli authorities released Yahya Nowafleh and Ibrahim Nabeel Bader after they finished their sentences of a year and a half inside Israeli jails.
Conclusions and recommendations

We are calling on the international community and all the people who are standing by the Palestinians to make some pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop the violations against the international humanitarian law and all the human rights agreements. In particular to note the Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 and the decision of the international court of justice, 9th July 2004 about stopping the work on the illegal Separation Wall in the occupied lands including East Jerusalem and the suburbs of East Jerusalem and to destroy all the bits that are already built.

According to The Hague agreement signed in 1907 paragraph 152 says that there is no right for occupation forces to confiscate lands or properties from the people under occupation.  Since Israel signed an international agreement about the civilian and political rights which came out from the United Nations in 1966, and the international community started to work on it in 1976, so Israeli according to this agreement has to work with it also and to consider East Jerusalem and its suburbs as part of this agreement.   This agreement says that all the countries who signed must respect the rights of all the individuals who live inside their countries, and an occupying country is responsible for them without any distinction because of the colour, sex, religion, language or political opinion.
