A reply from Kim Howells to a letter written to him about the Abu Dis school attack – Dated 20th April 07
"Officials at our Consulate-General in Jerusalem visited the school on 21stMarch. They received an assessment of events from staff at the school, including the actions of the Israeli Border Police, which school staff claim resulted in six pupils receiving hospital treatment for minor injuries.

Our Embassy staff in Tel Aviv raised our concerns with the Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 22nd March who have confirmed that the matter is being investigated by the Israeli Police Complaints Bureau at the Ministry of Justice. As a result of our intervention, an investigator from the Bureau arranged to meet the School Principal, Akel Abu Khaleel, and Abdel Wahab, from the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, at the Zeitim Checkpoint on 28 March to collect their testimonies while avoiding the need for them to obtain permits to travel to the nearest police station. The investigator told Mr Khalik that the IDF /Border Police who entered to the school, had been located and have admitted that they entered the school grounds, but have denied assaulting any pupils. The investigator also told Mr Khalil that they are considering meeting and obtaining testimonies from the students who suffered in juries.

We will continue to monitor this case very closely.

                                                                     Kim Howells

