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Dear friends in Camden
and Abu Dis

Greetings to you for the
Eid and for Christmas and
for the New Year

(1) Letterto all of you — page 1-5
(2) Notices for Abu Dis — page 6
(3) Notices for Camden — page 7

2008

It has been a year of hard work in
the Camden Abu Dis Friendship
Association, and some of the things
we have done since we last wrote in
the summer are listed below:

VISITS TO LONDON

In our last letter to you we told you
about the children’s visit from Abu
Dis to Camden in June 2008. Since
then we have organised a visit of
teachers from Abu Dis schools to
Camden in October 2008, and a visit
mainly of students to Britain in
November. Our co-ordinator in Abu
Dis, Abdul Wahab Sabbah, came to
London with that visit.

VISITS TO PALESTINE AND THE
GUESTHOUSE

We have also organised a number of
visits to Abu Dis and Camden — A
group of fourteen people came to
Abu Dis in July/ August 2008 and
travelled round the West Bank.
Another small group came in
October. We now have so many
visitors to Abu Dis that we have
opened a small guesthouse for
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people to stay in.
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VOLUNTEERS

We have brought lots of volunteers
to Abu Dis, through the summer and
during the school year. We will
have new volunteer teachers at Dar
Assadaqa again from January
onwards to teach the women’s
classes, children’s classes and also
to work in local schools.

NEW BOOK

We are still selling our book about
1967, THE FIRST SIX DAYS, but we
have also been working hard (with
the help of people in Abu Dis) on a
new book VOICES FROM ABU DIS
(see above) which was published on

Human Rights Day, 10 ™ December.

MARYAM AYYAD

We were very upset about the killing
of Maryam Ayyad in Abu Dis on
22nd September, and we held a
protest and a memorial in her
honour.
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MOHAMMED SALEH MOHSEN

We are continuing with our prisoner
campaign, and at the moment we
are asking CADFA members and
supporters to write letters to
support the release of Mohammed
Saleh Mohsen who is ill with cancer.

LOBBYING

We went to see our Members of
Parliament to talk about the human
rights situation in Palestine, and our
members have been writing letters
to Members of the European
Parliament about the EU-Israel trade
agreement.
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YOUTH FILMS

In Abu Dis, the youth activities and
classes at Dar Assadaqa have
continued. The CADFA youth film
course produced two films, “The
New Map of Abu Dis” and “The
Great Wall of Palestine.” These have
been shown in London at the
CADFA birthday party in October,
again in November at the Phoenix
Cinema with a famous film director
Ken Loach, and they will be shown

at the Renoir Cinema on 11 th
January.

TWINNING NETWORK

We have played a strong part in the
Britain-Palestine Twinning Network.
We took part in the Twinning
conference in November 08. We
provide speakers for other groups
and help to encourage new twinning
groups to start.

We are currently leading visits to
Britain and to Palestine for the
Twinning Network and for Action
Palestine, including the visit in
November. We are now looking for
funding for the next women'’s visit to
Britain in March 2009 for
International Women's Day.

LINKS

New twinning links are developing
across Camden and Abu Dis. We
often provide speakers for local
groups. We now have two local
universities whose student unions
are linked to the student union at Al
Quds, and several unions and
schools and community centres
have twinning links. Lots of local
organisations are helping us now,
both in Camden and in Abu Dis —
many thanks to all of you.
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NEXT YEAR

We are looking forward to many
exciting things next year. We have
the following visits planned to
Camden: musicians (in February),
women (in March), students (tbc),
children (in June). We have many
groups planned to come to Abu Dis
this year including unions, health,
teachers and others.

COMMUNICATION

We work hard to let people know
about us but we have had a lot of
problems with email this year. You
can find our news on the website

www.camdenabudis.net
on the blogs including
http://darassadaga.blogspo

t.com
and on facebook (look for the group
with our name)

HUMAN RIGHTS

We continue to work on human
rights reports each month in order
to help us in our campaign. We are
always grateful for the help of
people in Abu Dis so that we can
compile full reports. Please look at
these reports and our website for
more information on what is going
on in Abu Dis.
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MONEY AND SUPPORT

We have been working hard to find
the money to sustain this work and
we have had some successes —we
are very pleased for example to
have been given European funding
for the children’s visit next June. We
will have to go on working on this of
course but thank you all so much
for your help, support and
encouragement.
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2009

With all best wishes for the New
Year and looking forward to more
co-operation between us all in
support of human rights for the
people of Palestine.

From Camden Abu Dis Friendship
Association in Camden and Abu Dis.
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Camden Abu Dis has
many things for sale:
new calendars for
2009, our books “The
First Six Days” and
“Voices from Abu
Dis”, cards, mugs and
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plates (made in
Palestine) and other
things. Please ask for
more information.

Education Links with Palestine
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Notices for Abu Dis
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(about elections for the Camden Abu Dis Society, Abu
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(about courses at Dar Assadaqa)
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(about Camden Clinic)
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(about a new volunteer from Camden to teach English classes)
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(about the CADFA music classes)
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(about Camden-Abu Dis school twinning)
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Notices for Camden

Dates for your Diary JANUARY 2009
Sunday 4" 2pm Youth Links
Tuesday 6™ 3pm Student Links
Thursday 8" 7.30pm Women'’s Links
(meal)

Sunday 11" 10.30 for 11 am Children’s film showing followed by:
Sunday 1 1" 2pm CADFA meal (book tickets by email)
Monday 12""5pm Education Links
Sunday 18™ 10 am Trustees + 2pm Youth Links

** Contact us for other Links groups meetings**
Tuesday 20" 7.30pm Open Meeting

And fantastic news for February

SPECIAL EAST-WEST CONCERT

\WITH THE CAMDEN MUSICIANS FROM ABU DIS
and our own CAMDEN ABU DIS MUSIC LINKS...
Programme to follow...

Don’t miss this one!

Rosslyn Hill Chapel, 7pm for 7.30
Tuesday 17" February

Tickets on sale very soon!

Please put good-quality jumble on one side — The buddy group are going
to have a jumble sale in early February to raise money for the children’s
visit in the summer

Please take some of our raffle tickets to sell - The womens’ group are
raising money for the garden at Dar Assadaqa and we would appreciate
it if you would help us sell them.

New Year's Resolutions for CADFA supporters in Camden...

* Check your membership / consider a standing order

* Return your calendar money (if you took any)

* \Write a letter about Mohammed Saleh Mohsen (if you haven't
done)

* \Write a letter about the EU-Israel Trade Agreement (ask for info if
you need it)

* Organise a CADFA speaker or event at your group or organisation

* Book a visit to Abu Dis especially if you haven’t been

» Offer voluntary help (in Camden or Abu Dis) if you have any time

* Join a links group...

Hope to see you soon in 2009!
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