Follow-up (4) to the attack on Abu Dis School, 15th March 2007

 
Israeli authorities have asked some key Abu Dis witnesses

 to go to West Jerusalem

· If you did not get information about the attack on Abu Dis Boys’ School on 14th February, please see the CADFA website or email us. 

· We asked people to write letters to the Israeli Embassy to ask for an inquiry – this is still relevant 

· Initial letters from the Israeli Embassy cast doubt on the story, and said that the attack had not been reported 

· We sent out details of why we believe the story, how the attack had been reported and also about the difficulties that Palestinians have making official complaints (Follow-up (1) and (2)) 

· The Israeli Embassy have not answered CADFA again but they have told other people that they are investigating 

· The British Consulate made an appointment to visit the Abu Dis Boys’ School. So far, they have changed the appointment and they have not been to the school 

· Jenny Tonge asked a question in the House of Lords and was told that the Consulate would visit the school 

· The Israeli authorities asked Abdul Wahab Sabbah and the Head Teacher of the school to go to West Jerusalem Police Station to give more details of what happened 

· We are very pleased to hear that an investigation is going on, and concerned that information is collected from all of those involved. 

· The request to go to West Jerusalem however poses a difficult issue for West Bank Palestinians. First, they need to take a fax they have been sent from the Israeli Authorities to the Civil Department to get a permit.  Very recently, a member of the Abu Dis Council was sent a similar fax because he had raised an issue with the Israeli authorities. It is well known in Abu Dis that  the councillor (Ali Ayyad) was humiliated at the checkpoint and was made to sit naked for an hour in public.  Our contacts in Abu Dis are concerned that this sort of behaviour is not repeated in their case, and we are very concerned for them. 

· Secondly there is the issue of them going alone to the West Jerusalem Police Station. We would like them to be able to take a lawyer or a neutral person with them. 

· We have therefore asked an Israeli Human Rights Centre if they can provide such a person and someone from ACRI will go with them on Sunday 

· We are grateful to those of you who are continuing to express your concern to the relevant authorities about this case. 

· We remain very concerned that the facts at the bottom of this case should be investigated, and hope that the Abu Dis people will be treated with proper help and respect as they make their story known.
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