Follow-up (3) to the Abu Dis school attack on 14th February 2007 

2nd March 2007

This is to let you know what has happened since we told you about the Israeli army attack on children at the Abu Dis Boys' School on 14th February. (More information about what happened is on the CADFA website)
 

(1) The Israeli Embassy
The only information CADFA has had so far directly from the Israeli Embassy told us that there had been no complaint filed by the school;we know some of you have had letters casting doubt on the suggestion that the children were beaten by the army. 
 

In today's Jewish Chronicle, the Israeli Embassy write to say that there has been a complaint filed, but "initial enquiries have uncovered no wrong-doing"  
 

CADFA have been sent witness statements by children at Abu Dis Boys’ School as well as by the head teacher, the doctor who examined the injured boys and has X-rays of broken hands, and by other people in Abu Dis. We have been in touch with human rights organisations in Israel who have been to Abu Dis and taken further witness statements and launched their own complaints.
 

Israel is a signatory to the UN Convention Against Torture and other Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment. It has undertaken to prevent acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment by an person acting in an official capacity and where necessary has undertaken to ensure there is a prompt and impartial investigation ( Articles 16 and 12).

 

Israel is also a signatory to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. No child should be subjected to inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

 

In the light of the information above we would therefore be grateful to you for writing a politely-worded letter to the Israeli Embassy (public3@london.mfa.gov.il)  to express your continuing concern and to ask for an immediate, full and impartial investigation into the events.   
 
(2) The Jewish Chronicle
 
Jenny Tonge wrote a letter to the Jewish Chronicle last week about the Abu Dis school attack, and this week is being vilified in readers' letters and an editorial. These are attached; should you like to respond, the email address for letters is: letters@thejc.com
