Follow-up (9) on the school attack             14th February 2008

(previous information and follow-up statements are on the website)

We had heard nothing more since the head teacher of Abu Dis school put in an appeal against the closure of the investigation into the school attack last May. So in January, we wrote to the Israeli Embassy asking for an update. 
At the end of January, we received an answer from the Israeli Embassy which told us that the investigation had been dropped because 
· there were discrepancies between the stories of the children and the teachers

· and that the headmaster had refused to take a lie-detection test but the soldiers had passed it. 
It also states that the “policemen” (presumably the Border Police – armed soldiers) did not come into contact with the children on the day in question.
This does not satisfy us for a number of reasons. We are calling for the enquiry to be reopened and have written a letter to the Israeli Embassy to say why:
Students and teachers who were in Abu Dis Boys’ School when the soldiers entered on 14th February as well as a human rights worker who saw the students immediately afterwards tell us that Israeli soldiers went into the school that morning and beat the children.  Many people from Camden, including a number of school teachers, have been to the school and heard the story from students, teachers and parents. The doctor who examined the children has confirmed that hurt children were brought to him, telling him that this is what had happened.  
 
Dozens of people in Abu Dis have now told many people in Camden the same story, that an unacceptable event took place in Abu Dis Boys’ School a year ago today, when armed soldiers went into a children’s school, and beat boys in the classroom. Some of them were so seriously hurt that there were fears that they had broken fingers and they were rushed to a doctor and sent to get X-rays.
 
It took a long time, a year ago, for an enquiry to be set up, and a long time for witnesses to be able to reach the investigators as they were asked to go to Jerusalem and then prevented from passing the checkpoints. When they did manage to speak to the police investigator, they tell us that they were not offered lie-detection tests.
 
One of our witnesses was also told by an Israeli police investigator that it was very difficult to deal with the issue as the soldiers had told him three different stories: one story, that soldiers had not entered the school, another that they had entered the yard not the classrooms, and a third that they had entered the classrooms itself but the teachers (not the soldiers) had at that point beaten the boys! Perhaps there are also questions about the reliability of any lie-detection test that the soldiers underwent?
 
We understand that the Headteacher of the School has also formally appealed for the enquiry to be reinstated, and this within a time limit he was given in the letter sent to him, but that he has heard nothing about this since last May.  
 

We are writing to you now from Camden to express the continuing strong concern of our many members and supporters over the consistent story we hear from Abu Dis. We are asking you urgently to reinstate the enquiry into the event.  
