Follow-up (8) to the attack on Abu Dis School – corrected 23rd May 2007
  

This follows information we have sent out already both about the attack on the school on 14th February and what has happened since. If you don't have this information, please look on our website or email us.

We are pleased that the investigation has begun.  This is very unusual and is clearly due to the work of CADFA and its supporters – many thanks to all of you.  However, we would like to know the outcome.  We have written several times now to the Israeli Embassy for updates on what is happening and we have had no answer for the past three months, in fact since 16th February.
(1)   The British Consulate wrote a report based on their visit to the school and to other witnesses of the event.
(2) The Israeli authorities spoke to the school headteacher and Abdul Wahab Sabbah (see previous update).


(3) The Israeli authorities wanted to talk to the doctor who saw the boys who were injured, and to the children who were hurt. The school head teacher at first refused to take the children to a military place for questioning, and requested that the Israeli investigating officer should visit the school. As this did not happen however, he accompanied the boys to the Civil Department to meet the investigator because he was anxious that the investigation should not be held up.
(4)  On Sunday 22nd April, three of the children who had been injured in the school attack went along with their head teacher to the Civil Department at Al Zeituneh terminal and they gave their statements. They confirmed that the soldiers had beaten them inside their school classrooms and gave all the details about the attack on the children 

(5) At the end of April, the Israelis sent an order to Mo’een Abu Hilal, a teacher in the Boys’ School. to come to the Civil Department to meet the intelligence. He was asked for information about what happened in the school.

(6) They have not yet spoken to the doctor concerned.
(7) We are continuing to keep an eye out for the outcomes of the investigation 
(8) Whenever things like this happen in Abu Dis, we will take action if the people involved in Abu Dis want us to.  In the past month or so, a number of things of great concern have also happened in Abu Dis. (Having spoken to people in Abu Dis, note we are not mounting letter-writing campaigns on these, but we want you to know about them.)  
· A NUMBER OF CHILDREN from Abu Dis Boys’ School have been arrested and beaten, some still held and some released. A number of them have made signed statements about what has happened to them. Among them, MOHAMMED MOHSEN was beaten so badly at the Maale Adumim police station that he needed treatment at the Al Mukassed hospital
· HUSSAIN JAMOUS, religious studies teacher at Abu Dis Boys’ School was arrested and held for 8 days (apparently on the accusation of speaking in the mosque and calling for people to go and pray in the Al-Aqsa Mosque in East Jerusalem).
· WOMEN IN LABOUR have suffered at the checkpoints:  AMIRA SENAWI was made to wait so long at the Al Bawabeh checkpoint that she started to give birth.  RASHA ABU RISH and her husband were stopped from crossing at two different checkpoints, and in the end at 2 in the morning they rang a friend from Jerusalem, who drove miles the long way round the Wall to take Rasha and drive her illegally to the hospital, leaving her husband behind (In March, AFAF BADR was made to wait so long at the Al Zeituneh checkpoint  that she gave birth there.)

(9) For more information about Abu Dis, please see the website www.camdenabudis.org
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