Follow-up (7) to the attack on Abu Dis School – 2nd April 2007
Point (3) corrected on 8th April 2007

 

This follows information we have sent out already both about the attack on the school on 14th February and what has happened since. If you don't have this information, please look on our website or email us.

We are very pleased that now the investigation is going ahead.  This is very unusual and is clearly due to the work of CADFA and its supporters – many thanks to all of you.  

(1)   The British Consulate have written a report based on their visit to the school and to other witnesses of the event.
(2) The Israeli authorities have spoken to the school headteacher and Abdul Wahab Sabbah. What they told them suggests that they have spoken to the soldiers who went into the school,– the soldiers seem to have suggested that the boys were injured by their own teachers (though the witnesses including the boys said it was the soldiers). However this seems a step forward -  they have admitted going into the school and that there were injured boys.

(3) – The Israeli authorities now want to talk to the doctor who saw the boys who were injured, and to the children who were hurt. The school head teacher has refused to take the children to a military place for questioning, and has requested that the Israeli investigating officer will visit the school. This has not been agreed yet.
(4) CADFA have received a letter from the Abu Dis Boys School Head, which says 
“ … We extend our gratitude for all the efforts that you have made in regard to the event of February 15th and the way Israeli soldiers acted in Abu Dees School. We highly appreciate all your endevours that came out with good results. The Israeli Authorities heard from the Headmaster and investigated their soldiers who entered the school and were hostile against the boys, and we beleive, thanks to your efforts, this will be a lesson for them and we hope that it won't be done again to our school.  …..
We would like to thank you again for your efforts regarding the events of Feb. 14th.” 

Many thanks again to all of you who have helped with this.

(5) We are continuing to keep an eye on the outcomes of the investigation 
(6) Whenever things like this happen in Abu Dis, we will take action - as long as the people involved in Abu Dis want us to.  Note in the past month or so, the following things have also happened in Abu Dis. Having spoken to people in Abu Dis, we are not mounting letter-writing campaigns on these, but we want you to know about them. 
** An Abu Dis councillor was stripped naked in the Israeli Civil Department and made to sit outside in public for an hour to humiliate him for protesting   
** A man was shot and seriously injured by Israeli soldiers at a flying checkpoint in the middle of Abu Dis
** A young woman with a letter from the hospital saying she needed to be allowed to get there was made to wait at the Israeli Civil Department  until she gave birth there
** A young man in neighbouring Sawahreh was very seriously beaten by the Israeli military and had broken limbs

** There have been checkpoints at the gate of Abu Dis Boys’ School on a number of occasions and a number of young people have been arrested.
  There are further details of these and other Abu Dis news on the website.
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