Follow-up (6) to the attack on Abu Dis School - 22nd March 2007
 

This follows information we have sent out already both about the attack on the school on 14th February and what has happened since. If you don't  have this information, please look on our website or email us.
 

(1) The British Consulate have visited the school to hear the story of the head teacher (great)

(2) The Israeli authorities are arranging to speak to key witnesses - they have now dropped their request for the school headteacher and Abdul Wahab Sabbah to seek permits to go to West Jerusalem, and are arranging for an officer to some to speak to them
 

We are very pleased that an investigation is going ahead. Thank you to those who wrote letters following the problems the witnesses had trying to get permits.
 

It is worth recording the Israeli suggestions for meeting places and the reasons they did not work - It betrays an astonishing lack of understanding of the compressed geography that Palestinians are being forced to live in under the Occupation and behind the Wall, at least on the part of the person who was liaising with them.
 

(a) First the suggestion was that they should go to Ras Al Amoud Police Station. But there is a very high Wall in the way! (the Separation Wall) so this is impossible
(b) Then the suggestion was that they should go to Maale Adumim Police Station. But this is on a local settlement (a vast town built on Azariyah and Abu Dis lands) and it is not possible for Palestinians to go there without getting a permit.
(c) Then the suggestion was that they should go to the Israeli Military Camp in Abu Dis (this is a permanent presence on a hill in the town) - but this was discarded as civilians are not allowed into the camp.
 

Finally it has been agreed that they will meet the investigating officer in the Civil Department near a main checkpoint. We are a little worried about them going alone and are looking into this; but they feel supported by the fact that this is now a very well-publicised meeting.
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