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Israeli violations in Abu Dis continued in the

month of February. Particularly serious was
the case of the imprisonment of two youths
and the attack on one of them who was
beaten severely and broke his leg. Here we
look at some of the violations suffered by the
people of Abu Dis in the past month.
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Building the Wall and Confiscating
Land
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On Sunday 1°* February, Amar Salameh
received a demolition order on his house
which is situated next to the Al Quds
University and next to the Separation Wall in
Abu Dis. The details of the decision were
that the house (built on land belonging to
Amar’s family) was built according to the
Israelis on land that was meant to have a
road built on it. The decision did not mention
that the Separation Wall itself had been built
across the line of this road and made
building it impossible. Note that Amar’s
house built on Khalit Abed on the west side
of the Wall had been destroyed by the Israeli
authorities in 2009, and at that time the
Israelis had confiscated the land in 1994 and
added it in to the Israeli municipality of
Jerusalem: that land now is on the
Jerusalem side of the Wall.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the
Separation Wall around Jerusalem they
have worked to seal off Jerusalem very
thoroughly from its suburb, and they
have made special "terminals1" for people to
go through to get into the city.

For the towns on the east of
Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities

built a terminal in a place between

the Mount of Olives and the town

of Aizariyeh to allow people

carrying West Bank passes and

who have also got a permit,

following very long and

complicated procedures, specially

now they use finger prints as well

as permits. And at al-Zayem on

the Jerusalem road leading to the
settlement of Maale Adumim, they
have put a checkpoint that can

only be used settlers and people with
Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“‘mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
describe

the huge checkpoints, like international
frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Wednesday 3™ February, Israeli Border
Guards beat clients of the Beesan Café in
the University Street in Abu Dis. The owner,
Saleh Hadidoun said that a military jeep
stopped at the door of the café and four
soldiers got out of it, came into the café and
started to beat the people who were there
and broke some of the things in the café
including shishas and glassware.
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On Friday 5™ February, an Israeli force
based at the Container checkpoint held up
three young men, Bassam Anwar Alfeeno,
Mohammad Saeed Alnoori and Eyad Yousef
Abu Rasheed, all of them ling in Askar
Camp. They released two of them and they
arrested Bassam Anwar Alfeeno.
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On Saturday 6™ February, an Israeli force
held up some media workers from Hebron,
at the Container checkpoint, when they were
returning from Ramallah, and detained the
journalist Raed al-Atrash
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have
worked to implement a recommendation
made in 1973 by the Israeli Ministerial
Committee for Jerusalem under the
leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce the
percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to
under 22%. This has led to many different
policies that have distorted the demography
of Jerusalem. The most recent of these
policies has been to put great pressure on
Palestinians of Jerusalem, and led to many
thousands of people having their Jerusalem
IDs taken from them. Although five
thousand families in Jerusalem have lost
their IDs since 1973, the Palestinians still
represent 35% of the population of
Jerusalem city itself, because many
Jerusalemites who had moved into the
suburbs have moved back to live inside the
city since the Wall was built. During just the
year 2006, 1,363 Jerusalem residents lost
their Jerusalem IDs (figures - Israeli Interior
Ministry) This came after Israel had
separated Jerusalem completely from its
suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem
IDs, and many families who have mixed IDs
live in these suburbs. Note that most people
in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs but a
minority have Jerusalem IDs
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses
and arresting people. Israeli soldiers
together with the intelligence forces
invaded houses during the night, searched
and damaged things, and made several
arrests during the last month.
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Arrest of Mohammed Halabiyeh and Anas
Ayyad

On Sunday 7th February, an Israeli special
force arrested Mohammad Halabiyeh and
Anas Ayyad (both of them 16 years old) in
Abu Dis. During the course of his arrest,
Mohammad broke his leg, but he was
subsequently badly beaten by the soldiers.
They took Anas to Maale Adumim police
station, and later to Atzion investigation
centre. Mohammed was taken to hospital
Report from the family

Mohammed’s brother Jaafar said that on 6th
February, the family received a phone call in
the night, directly after Mohammed had been
arrested. The family were told to go to the
Civil Department straight away.

The father went to the Civil Department on
that night and the officer there told the father
to go to the hospital, as they needed his
signature as they wanted to make a surgery
for his son. They arranged permission for the
father, usually impossible even if it was an
emergency. He went to the hospital
(Hadassa Aysawiyeh, not Ein Karem at it
says in the report from Ma’an).

When he got there, the doctor told the father
that Mohammed had such a break in his
bone that he needed serious surgery. He
said that when he met his son, there were
two soldiers in the same room so he did not
have a chance to talk in detail with his son
about what happened to him.

After being there for some time, he heard the
doctors and the soldiers talking to each other
and saying in Hebrew (which he understand)
that the surgery would be expensive so they

should take the boy back to the prison.

They moved the boy to Atzion. The father
returned to Abu Dis the same night but he
did not sign anything.

Report from the prisoners in Kfar Atzion

When the boy arrived at Atzion, he was in
real pain. There are reports to Ma’an news
agency from prisoners who were there that
they had a strike to get him sent to hospital.
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/urgentactioncamp
aignshalabiyeh.html

This report below is from Ma’an:

And according to the prisoners in Kfar
Atzion, while he was there, the young man
from Abu Dis told them that a person
dressed as a civilian accosted him and
started to beat him, and then others came.
He realised that they were Israeli special
forces, and he ran away from them to a high
place but they started to shoot at him.

He fell from there, and they came and got
him and immediately started to beat him so
hard that his leg was broken. They took him
to the Hadassa Hospital, and they put his leg
in plaster without taking an x-ray or even
checking him, and then they took him
straight away to Kfar Atzion interrogation
centre.

Ammar Qzaz, a prisoner in Kfar Atzion, said
that the condition of the young man
Halabiyeh was really bad, and he was
shouting from severe pain in his leg. The
prisoners made an on-the-spot protest about
his being brought to prison without the
proper treatment; they wanted him to be
taken to hospital. As a result of the prisoners
maintaining pressure on the prison staff, the
management agreed to take the boy to a
hospital. But they found in the morning that
he had just been moved to Ofar Jail.

There is further information on this case on

the Camden Abu Dis website

http://www.camdenabudis.net/urgentactionca
mpaignshalabiyeh.html
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On Thursday 4™ February, Islam Ahmed a
young man was imprisoned when Israeli
soldiers invaded his house in the night.
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Conclusions and
recommendations
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There is helpful information on human rights
and international humanitarian law at the
following United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/



http://www.ochr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx

http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are
violating in their treatment of the Palestinian
people are:

The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked
Israel to stop work on the Separation Wall in
the Palestinian occupied territories including
East Jerusalem and the area around it, to
destroy all the bits that are already built and
to delete all the laws and decisions which the
Israeli government had made in creating it
(Hague decisions paragraph 133, 152 and
153 — Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July
2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of
prisoners. Article 7 of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(1976) reads: No one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in
1984.
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Confiscation of lands
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation... Everyone
has the right to the protection of the law against
such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on the
international community and all the supporters
of the rights of the Palestinians to make some
pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop
the violations and to guarantee their human
rights and their rights under international
humanitarian law.




