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PICTURE shows Abu Dis children at a clowning workshop in January in Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House). This is a community centre supported by CADFA, which now has an active programme of courses, classes and events for adults and children, and is an oasis of hope in this difficult time.
Letter from Abu Abdullah
On 27th January, CADFA human rights day marks a day that people in Abu Dis asked us to remember – the anniversary of the day when Abdullah Nabeel Bader and his uncle were both killed. We  have been sent the following letter from Abdullah’s father (Abu Abdullah) so we are putting it here, translated from the Arabic.



Dear friends

We send you our best greetings from the bottom of our hearts - hearts which suffer from the miseries caused by the occupation - to you who try to give these hearts a smile and make us feel some hope in this miserable life in which we live.

For nearly 60 years, we have not seen anything else except the Occupation, the killing and the torture, emigrations and the destruction of our houses and our lives. We are calling all good people and all the people who try to give us happiness and try to support us inside this misery, because we are the only people who still suffer from the Occupation.

We know that you in Great Britain as a nation do not live under occupation, the only country that has not faced this – and more than that, we know that some of your people and your government have had a role in creating this creature in our land that killed our children and took our land.

 Life is a hope and a misery, a tear and a smile. Our hope in God and in the good people did not stop although we live in a prison and in suffering all the time.

Our tears have not stopped for one day, because daily we see our people killed – if this is not inside our houses, it is with our friends or relatives or with the people of our homeland.  We tried all the time to show a smile on our lips, although it did not come from inside us, because the Occupation is still there.

Our dear friends in this humanitarian society, Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, which is trying to stand near us and near all the people who suffer, I want to tell you that we are the original owners of this land, and Palestine is our homeland, and they are the ones that came from outside and tried to take it from us. 

I am very proud because my son is a shaheed. He was killed on 27th January 1990.  I want to say that my son was never a coward, and he stood still in the face of this killer monster. Any honest man must do the same. He can’t accept to be humiliated. Because of that they killed him.  From nearly 300 metres, an Israeli sniper shot and killed him. And in that period, it was not an ordinary procedure. But this is our destiny.  They arrested him when he was 14 years old, then when he was 15 years old, and 16 years old, and after he was released from al Negeb jail, after exactly a week, they assassinated him.

For us, as Muslims, we believe in God, and we believe that this is the will of God, and we know that we must accept God’s will. We believe that Abdullah now is in Heaven.
On the day that he was killed, from the morning he was working on his own farm which is a chicken farm.  He left and he returned back, bloody, on the shoulders of his friends.

I am wondering about this false democracy of this killer country (which is Israel). This country which does not know anything except power and killing. I walked in his funeral, together with his friends and all Abu Dis people, hoping that nobody would be harmed or injured. But  fate was stronger than me, because one of Abdullah’s uncles was injured with three bullets in his chest, and he died, too, on the same day.

How can we forget these crimes? I want to tell you about myself, that I feel very proud and I don’t care if they invaded my house and arrested all my sons. They did not stop doing that because my father was killed in 1948, in Jerusalem, together with four of my uncles before him. And also myself, I was injured with a bullet in my leg.  
Even my son who is 14 years old, they came to arrest him and they filled my house with terror as if they are in a real war, but they did not manage to arrest him – he ran away to the valley. They searched my house and they threatened me, if I did not bring him, that they would kill him. So, because I want to protect him, I sent him together with a lawyer to the Israeli military camp.

For God’s sake, is this a life, or is it like wild life? We think that we live in another world, full of pain. When will we have a chance to get rid of this Occupation, and for our children to see the light and to live a better life?

Finally, we want to thank you all for your care and for your support, for our national case, and your support for a weak people through their misery. And we wish that you will be our voice and our ambassador, throughout the world, to explain about our case and to defend our rights.

And God will be with you. 

Abdullah’s father, 

on behalf of the family of 

al-Shaheed Abdullah Nabeel Bader

Please JOIN CADFA … £10 pounds (£5 concession) – this helps us a lot! There is a membership form on the website – or contact us at the address on the back page here. 

 1967 booklet
40 years of occupation

We are collecting and translating stories from Abu Dis about people’s experiences during the June war of 1967. You can help us to publish this moving collection by buying a copy at a bargain price pre-publication or by helping us find other financial support. [image: image1.jpg]— Palestinian Retugees





 Abu Dis Prisoners
In Abu Dis,  the pain of imprisonment affects so many families. There are currently (Jan 2007) about 60 prisoners from Abu Dis in Israeli jails, of whom about a third are children – nineteen boys from Abu Dis Boys’ School alone.

As in the rest of Palestine, the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention and the Convention on the Rights of the Child are frequently broken in relation to these prisoners. Some prisoners are held under “administrative detention” and have not had a trial. Many of the prisoners report ill-treatment. Their families have great problems in visiting them. 
There are some stories of prisoners on our website (as told by parents and ex-prisoners). See  www.camdenabudis.org/prisoners.html 

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is working to make people aware of the issue of Palestinian prisoners and their human rights.  
.  
ADOPTING A POLITICAL PRISONER FROM ABU DIS
Would you like to offer support to a young person from Abu Dis who has been arrested by the Israeli military and taken to a prison within Israel? We are currently concentrating on supporting people who were arrested under the age of 18, and their families.

Our prisoner adoption programme is now taking off and we are getting strong messages of support and thanks from Abu Dis. We are encouraging individuals and groups to adopt Abu Dis political prisoners.  
This means writing letters to the prisoner, to the family and (where guided and only in specific cases)  to write to the authorities (examples could be, when there is no date for a trial, when someone has been in solitary confinement, etc). 


We are organising a conference about political prisoners on 21st  April 2007 in Camden – contact us for more information.
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FRIENDSHIP QUILT

The women’s links group are now adopting this as a project and more and more people are expressing interest but… there is the question of finding time to do it! We are going to have a sewing workshop to make some squares together, at the 
CADFA international women’s day event at Somers Town Community Centre –   11th March 1pm to 3.30

This event will include Palestinian lunch, women speakers, an exhibition… and a chance to help with the quilt.
Website News

To remind you that you can see the website for up to date news, photos,  “voices from Abu Dis”  as well as CADFA info on events,  etc etc. You can now search the website for particular themes - and join CADFA online.

Please look at the monthly human rights reports, next one due at the end of Jan.
www.camdenabudis.org
Development Assistance &  The Occupied Palestinian Territories Report

CADFA submitted evidence to the International Development Committee which you can find, along with other evidence submitted, in their report, coming out on 31st January, on

www.parliament.uk/indcom
VOLUNTEER IN ABU DIS?

During the past year and a half, CADFA has helped eight people to find voluntary work in Abu Dis in schools, the university and the Dar Assadaqa. They have all said how worthwhile it was and how much they learned – and people in Abu Dis have said the same and asked for more people to come and help! 

Please contact us if this is of interest to you , specially if you could help with a youth summer camp in the summer  holiday 2007 or can manage a longer stint during term times. We are often asked for qualified English teachers, but also let us know if you have other skills.



VISIT PALESTINE AND ABU DIS

“You will learn so much 
and you will enjoy it.”(Camden visitor to Abu Dis)




Would you like to go on an organised visit for 10 days to Palestine and to Abu Dis? We are organising a visit in early April along with the Britain-Palestine Twinning Network. This will include visits to Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Ramallah, Nablus and Jenin – seeing the places, visiting both tourist spots and also organisations working with Palestinian people. For Camden people, there will be three days in Abu Dis while people from other places in Britain go to their own twin places.

£380 for accommodation, tour and visits; you need to book your own flights.
Contact us quickly if you would like to go, please.
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January-March 2007

Saturday 27th January: 6pm

LOOK AT THE WEBSITE
Carrden Abu Dis Hurman Rights Day Ny

FILM SHOWING — The lron Wall in-

troduced by Abe Hayeem (architects
and planners for justice for Palestni-
ans), & The Spider’s Web introduced
by Kite Hartison (CADFA ) £4 ertry

PALESTINIAN REFRESHMENTS.

HEALTH OF PALESTINIANS —
Health Links Public meeting vith
preseniction prepered by Palediian
Mecical Relif Cammitce, andDr Aaher
Ml telking cbout CADF A healthirks
Al velome JUMBLE SALE to raise money for Ca-
den Abu Dis Youth Links at Marchrront
Street Cornmunity Cerre, WC1. Please
letus have your jurrble, siall cakes,
plarts, etc- and core along and buy
Tuesday 20th February: sorre bargains. Volurteersto help on the
CADEA Open et day also appreciated! Contact us please
Tortiano Meeting House,

730

Spring 2007: Visit to
Palestine & Abu Dis
- contact us for
more information

Sunday 11th March: public mest
with Terty Boulatafrom Abu Dis -
Rosslyn Hil Chapel (please confirm
e from website nearer the time).

fundraising meal, detailsto fo- POBox 34265
low. Guest of honour, Terry Bou- London NV 2VD

Iata from Abu Dis.

2vurcamdenabudis@tinternetcom
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