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In Abu Dis, Friendship House formally opens, Children preparing for visit to Camden

During April, 14 people from Camden visited Abu Dis: 2 volunteer teachers, a group visit to Bethlehem, Hebron, Ramallah and Jerusalem (for context) and Abu Dis – where they saw the CADFA projects including the Friendship House, which has now had a formal opening -  and others visiting for a shorter time.

Once again, visitors were struck both by the great difficulties of life that people have in Abu Dis under the Occupation, with checkpoints making travel very difficult for local people and the Separation Wall interfering with all aspects of life, and by the warmth of the welcome they got.
More visits coming up

First-time visitors came back keen to persuade others to go and see for themselves. If you are interested, let us know as more group visits are coming up.

Speakers

We now have many people in Camden who have been to Abu Dis who are happy to speak to your group in Camden – get in touch if you would like this.


Next steps – 

· CADFA Friendship March - 20th May,

· Abu Dis children’s visit to Camden in June, 

· Concert for Health Projects – Sat  June 17th,
· Meal to celebrate charitable status - Sat July 8th (TBC)
· Abu Dis Summer Camp July to August

· Group visit to Abu Dis October 06  – see inside

Twinning conference

The April CADFA group visit was co-ordinated to link with twinning visits from all over Britain, so the visitors could take part in the British Palestinian Friendship Conference in Bethlehem.  This followed on from the Twinning Conference in Camden last September, and both conferences are building a network of groups who are making links between British and Palestinian places.
A presentation on the work of CADFA got a warm welcome and has encouraged people in other Palestinian villages and towns to seek partners in Britain. If you know of people who might be interested in doing a similar thing in another part of the country, get in touch with us or with www.twinningwithpalestine.net.

Website
Note that the presentation given to the conference in Bethlehem is on our website which is being extensively updated .. Do have a look at

www.camdenabudis.org
An Arabic section should follow shortly and your views and suggestions are always welcome.
English classes at the Friendship House

The Friendship House in Abu Dis have set up a club for children hoping to come to Camden in June.  They have been doing some art, plays and photography. Volunteers from here have been helping with English classes for these children to help them to improve their English, and also teaching English to groups of women and men – who would really like further help when we can find more volunteers. 

For a report by the volunteers, please look at the website!
Women’s internet café at the Friendship House

This has been used extensively by young women, who haven’t had easy access to computers or the internet. 
In June there will be a computer course for women who are less confident on computers. 


Summer camp at Friendship House

This will be a summer school from July to August to include a whole range of activities for young people in their long summer holiday. Again they  are looking for volunteers to help - would you be interested?

Palestinian people are suffering from the sanctions put on them by the West

The main news from Abu Dis since the Palestinian elections in January is that US disapproval of the results of the elections has led to a blockage of the funds that the Palestinian government depends upon to pay its employees and run its services.  Palestine depends on this aid because its economy has been warped and largely destroyed by occupation, and these sanctions against the people are doing real damage.
Already in towns like Abu Dis there was employment at somewhere between 60 and 70% since the Wall. But now in addition, teachers and other public employees are entering their third month with no salary. Of course this has effects not only on their immediate dependents but on all shops etc that are dependent on their spending.   p3(
Please join the march…

Camden Abu Dis Friendship March
HUMAN RIGHTS IN PALESTINE
Saturday 20th May

10 am Hampstead to Holborn

Walk downhill from Hampstead tube to meet where the pavement widens near the police station – March leaves at 10 so please be there on time..

At the Bethlehem conference,   Palestinian delegates asked their British counterparts to make representations to have the blockage lifted. They pointed out that collective punishment is unacceptable.

A university student from Abu Dis sent us the letter on the next page. Please join our march on 20th May which calls for closer friendship links between Camden and Abu Dis and supports his call. 
Abu Dis Children’s Visit to Camden, June 2006
We are really delighted that we are going to host a group of children in Camden for about ten days and only wish we could bring over all the many children from Abu Dis who wanted the chance to come. The eight who are coming along with two adults will be spending their time with young people from Camden. They have been working hard on their English and are excited about coming. 

The purpose of this visit  - apart from giving an interesting time to the children coming - is to spread awareness of the situation of the Palestinians in Camden, and in particular to develop the education and youth links.

It was interesting looking at the letters the Palestinian children wrote. Among other things they want to tell the children of Camden are

· about their schools, sports, etc

· about the difficulties the occupation makes to their lives

· about the refugees from Abu Dis who were abroad in 1967 and have not been allowed to come back

· and (again and again, as every child said this) about the Separation Wall and the problems it causes for children in Abu Dis

We are looking forward to seeing them! Keep an eye on the website for more information about the visit.

Planning for the visit is now taking place and we welcome your help with many things including

· cooking

· finding affordable good outings for the children

Money

We have so far raised about £4500 towards the children’s visit but we still need much more – as most of this will go on the return fares from Amman to Heathrow.    
Many thanks to  

· Barry Amiel and Norman Melburn Trust for £1500,   
· British Shalom Salaam Trust for £500,  

· Ivor Dembino and colleagues for a comedy benefit that raised over £1000
· and to all the hard work of CADFA members in getting these and the rest…
More help needed and appreciated!

Sent: Sunday, May 07, 2006 4:40 PM

Subject: stop the collective punishment to all the palestinian people

    The International Community’s reaction to the free and fair elections held in Palestine, and the collective punishment of Palestinians cutting off Aid is seen as unjust and hypocritical.  The elections were categorized by the NED- the National Endowment for Democracy as text book free and fair elections. The people of Palestine have been paying the price for democratically electing a government. Israel has also frozen the transfer of tax and customs receipts it collects on behalf of the PA, worth up to $50 million a month. 

 We the Palestinian people on behalf of the all the Palestinian   is loudly raising our voice to be heard convincingly on the unfolding tragedy of Palestine and wish to emphasize the following: 

1. The Palestinian elections expressed the will of Palestinian people and their choice. 

2. The International Community should respect the result of the Palestinian Democracy as one of the Human Rights. 

3. The foreign assistance to Palestinian People is integral to the agreements reached in the last ten years and stopping it means violating those agreements. 
Recent studies show that: 

· Over 65% of the population lives in severe poverty. 

· Stopping external aid to the Palestinian Authority leads to deterioration in the Palestinian health system and the Palestinian health conditions, especially in the area of vaccinations and chronic diseases; leading to paralysis of work at hospitals, especially in the theatre rooms and dialysis sections. 

· These sanctions are also leading to an increase in malnutrition for children, particularly under five years old. Additionally, the current conditions constitute a major cause for deteriorating the mental health situation of Palestinian citizens, particularly among children. 

· One in every four Palestinians is a government personnel or supported by one

4. The government needs $170 million a month, out of which $115 million goes to paying salaries. March salaries to 165,000 government workers have gone unpaid while April wages are due next week. Government salaries indirectly support as many as one in four Palestinians. Without the wages, and with aid cuts, economic activity has begun to dry up.

On behalf of all the Palestinian, we are appealing to you and asking you to pay special heed to the unfolding tragedy in Palestine.

1-     We appeal to you to stop the current humanitarian crisis that has already taken place in cities, villages, refugee camps and towns in the West Bank and Gaza. 

2-     We appeal to you to allocate funds to the Palestinian mothers and children that are dying out of poverty, hanger, and malnutrition. 

3-     We appeal to you to stop the economic crisis, the health crisis, and the chaos. 

4-     We appeal to you to respect Palestinians’ choice of electing a party through fair and free elections. 

5-     We appeal to you to connect to the President and the Palestinian government

We the all Palestinian   strongly condemn the decision to cutoff AID, as it is a collective punishment to the Palestinian people. It is unfair, and one that will only result in more chaos and more insecurity we call upon all international parties, particularly donor governments and NGOs, to immediately resume your funding to the Palestinian Authority to help Palestinian people enjoy their basic health and human rights.

Political prisoners in Abu Dis – adopt a political prisoner 
On 17th April, Palestinian Prisoners’ Day, people all over Palestine remember the thousands of Palestinian political prisoners held in Israeli jails, many of them without trial, many of them tortured, many of them children. Mothers attend demonstration holding photographs of their imprisoned children, usually sons but sometimes daughters. 

From Abu Dis there are currently about 70 such prisoners (including one young girl).  This is difficult for them and also for their families, who are sometimes allowed rare (short) visits and sometimes are not allowed to visit at all. 
We are looking for people who would be prepared to ”adopt” an Abu Dis political prisoner, and write occasional letters to the prisoner and to the family. Let us know if this is you.
Friendship quilt

Work has begun on a friendship quilt with pieces made in Camden and in Abu Dis. They will be sewn together eventually, but we would like more squares made…. Pieces need to be on strong cloth, 30 cm by 30 cm unhemmed…. Would you like to contribute? 
Dates for your diary

Health Links Concert

Saturday June 17th
CADFA fundraising meal
Saturday July 8th (TBC)  
CADFA’s role

CADFA works to promote human rights and respect for international humanitarian law in Abu Dis. We link Camden and Abu Dis people via our links groups in order to raise awareness here of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to Abu Dis and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general and also  to develop practical projects in Abu Dis itself.
What can you do to help?

CADFA is an active local group with lots of things going on all the time.    

We have an open meeting on the third Tuesday of each month in Torriano Meeting House, 99 Torriano Avenue NW5 at 7.30 pm.   We welcome your participation.

There are lots of ways to help – let us know what your interests are and we can put you in touch with one of our links groups (education, health, youth, women etc) or one of our working groups (fundraising, publicity, etc). We also need help with publications, with exhibitions etc.

If you are part of an organisation in Camden, we would love to send a speaker with some pictures to show your group. 
Sign our friendship statement and get friends to sign it – join CADFA – donate money to our projects - go on one of our CADFA visits to the West Bank – help make our friendship quilt - become a volunteer….  Do join in! 
 More information on our website www.camdenabudis.org 
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