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Abu Dis women’s visit in March – thousands of Camden people heard about daily life in Abu Dis and Palestine 

Many thanks to those of you who helped with the arrangements for the Abu Dis women’s visit in early March. 
Unfortunately the headteacher who was going to come was stopped by Israeli borderguards and was not allowed to travel into Jordan. However, Dr Huda (GP) and Alaa (university student) spoke to literally thousands of people in Camden during their ten days here (some of the audiences were very big!) in meetings and workplaces and organisations.  
People listened hard to the story of the difficulties of life under occupation – the terrible Wall, the checkpoints, and the realities of Dr Huda’s life as mother of a 
Comedy benefit to support the children’s visit – Please put 
7th MAY in your diary 


Next steps – opening of Friendship House, twinning visit in April, Abu Dis children’s visit in June, many projects developing – see p 3 & 4

prisoner.  For everyone it was very moving and it has given people strong
motivation to carry on building links to people there and campaigning here for their human rights.
What is going on in Abu Dis?
Dr Huda’s email (overleaf) mentions the terrible attack on the Palestinian Jail in Jericho – about 20 miles from Abu Dis - on Tuesday 14th March when the Israeli army used heavy armaments to destroy the buildings, kill, injure and kidnap people. CADFA have written a letter to Jack Straw to ask about the role of the British monitors who had just left the Jail when the attack happened.
Following the attack, Israel imposed a tight “closure” on the West Bank, which meant that it became increasingly difficult for people – like Dr Huda – to get into work in Jerusalem (though she is one of the lucky ones who has a permit to go as she works part of the time for the UN in Jerusalem). She told of heavily pregnant women climbing through gaps in the Wall to be turned back by soldiers. 

 It is worth remembering that what is happening to Palestinians daily – not just at times of emergency – is that people are being penned into small areas. The restrictions on people’s movements are getting worse and worse. The settlements in the West Bank have continued to expand, with more land recently taken from Abu Dis to extend the Maale Adumim settlement. The Wall that already divides Abu Dis from the main part of Jerusalem is being built now on the east of Abu Dis as well.

There are now industrial-scale checkpoints (as well as smaller checkpoints and “flying checkpoints” that can appear anywhere) at many main points in the West Bank. Private cars are not allowed through some main checkpoints and typical Palestinian experience is waiting and being herded through – or not being allowed through without a strong reason to go. (As if, living in Camden, you were not allowed to go to Hackney or Brent)

Recently, 25 chairs were donated to the Abu Dis Friendship House (see below) – but they were in Nablus, further north in the West Bank. After some time it was clear that the logistical problems of getting the chairs south through the checkpoints just made the gift not worth accepting…

Meanwhile the blockages are more severe in Gaza, where people have been without flour and therefore without bread – and therefore getting seriously hungry -  for some time.


--------------------------------------------------------------------
Email sent by Dr Huda:

I am at home now but you are all still in me with all memories. I told my family about you how much you are emotional sensible kind and generous people. I miss you all. But at the first day here was difficult. On Monday Jericho was semi-closed. I reached my home late and tired. The next day on Tuesday you heard what happened in Jericho, it was terrible and so tragic. All the people were watching TV - and the next day until now it’s closure. I reach my work
in  a difficult way.
--------------------------------------------------------------------
CADFA’s role

CADFA works to promote human rights and respect for international humanitarian law in Abu Dis. We link Camden and Abu Dis people via our links groups in order to raise awareness here of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to Abu Dis and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general and also  to develop practical projects in Abu Dis itself.
For example, we have recently been able to fund the renovation of the Friendship House in Abu Dis and  a women’s internet café within it; we have linked two Abu Dis schools to the internet and are establishing links between schools in both places; we have provided some funding for clinics and are being involved in further proposals to help the health situation there which is very difficult because the Israeli Separation Wall cuts through the town and cuts people off from the hospital; we are helping find volunteers for various projects – often English teaching – and a summer scheme for children this year
What can you do to help?

CADFA is an active local group with lots of things going on all the time.  We have now officially become a charity and we will be having a public launch as a charity in June (details to follow). 

We have an open meeting on the third Tuesday of each month in Torriano Meeting House, 99 Torriano Avenue NW5 at 7.30 pm.  (THOUGH THE APRIL ONE WILL BE ON 25th APRIL) We welcome your participation.

There are lots of ways to help – let us know what your interests are and we can put you in touch with one of our links groups (education, health, youth, women etc) or one of our working groups (fundraising, publicity, etc). We desperately want help with our website, with publications, with exhibitions etc.

If you are part of an organisation in Camden, we would love to send a speaker with some pictures to show your group. 
Sign our friendship statement and get friends to sign it – join CADFA – donate money to our projects - go on one of our CADFA visits to the West Bank – help make our friendship quilt - become a volunteer….  Do join in! 
Please contact us if you would have time to volunteer as an English teacher– they particularly need someone in May  
The current Camden volunteer teaching English   in Abu Dis  tells us that she loves being there. Some of the groups she is teaching are in the Friendship House - young people brushing up on their English and preparing to join the children’s visit to London in June.  She is also teaching a group of women, a mixed group of people improving their English, and children in a school. There are lots of people keen to learn including at the university, and teachers of adults and children needed.

Let us know if you are interested, specially if you could be there this May, 
Next steps – 
Friendship House opens
 In mid- April, there will be about 12 people from Camden along with people from Abu Dis at a ceremony to formally open Friendship House in Abu Dis (Dar Assadaqa), a community centre we have supported and where there will be a women’s internet café and meeting room, an information centre and a range of classes and courses. 
Twinning visit in April 
The opening will coincide with a visit to Palestine by people from twinning groups all over the country. There is currently a great expansion in the number of groups of people making friendship links with Palestinian towns, villages and camps in order to promote the human rights of the Palestinians, and CADFA has played a big part in organising a Twinning Conference in Bethlehem which follows the one we hosted in Camden last September.
See www.twinningwithpalestine.net
** If you are VERY QUICK there is just a chance to join the visit ** (There will be other visits later too)
Abu Dis children’s visit 
in June

We are currently raising money for a visit by young people (age about 14) to Camden in June. This will be a great chance for them to meet Camden children in schools and youth clubs. There is lots of planning to do – to raise the money (thousands of pounds) and to organise the visit. Please get in touch with us if you can help.
Our Town Photo Competition
If you are young yourself or know or work with young people under 18, please promote the photo competition, now divided into two parts – for primary and secondary children in Camden (and the same in Abu Dis). There will be prizes for photos of Camden or of Abu Dis, and we hope to use the winning photos in a bilingual publication that will be useful in both places.
Letters to child prisoners

17th April is Prisoners’ Day in Palestine  when we will remember that many young people under 18 from Abu Dis are in Israeli prisons. We will be launching a project in mid-April of Camden people sending postcards to young prisoners and to their families. Please contact us if you would like to be involved.
Other projects

· Friendship quilt

· Books for a library

· Health projects

Etc

People are working on many other projects and would value your help and ideas.  For more details, please email us, come to one of our meetings or join a  links group (eg education, health…)
And if these links groups don’t fit your interests please get in touch because there may be others who want to work on something you would like to!


Standing orders

Can you afford to make a standing order to help CADFA’s work?  This will really help us. Of course one-off donations are also useful to us! Please make cheques out to CADFA.
A form for gift aid, standing orders and membership is attached.

camdenabudis@btinternet.com
www.camdenabudis.org
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Assocation, PO Box 34265,
London NW5 2WD
Charity number 1112717
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