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>>> LOOK AT THE WEBSITE   >>>    www.camdenabudis.org

Abu Dis in the current crisis

It is a completely terrible time at the moment in Gaza and in Lebanon - horrendous to look at the news and very worrying. In Nablus and other parts of the West Bank also, the situation is very dangerous, with people being  hurt and killed by the army.
In Abu Dis, people are concerned of course with that big picture, but their own immediate crisis is a bit different. The Israeli policing of checkpoints on the Separation Wall is increasingly fierce. It is hard for people (for example hospital patients) to get through checkpoints even if they have permits. Olmert’s plan to annexe the parts of the West Bank outside the Separation Wall reinforces Palestinian suspicions all along that this is not a wall for security but to annexe land. In Abu Dis, yet more land has recently been taken to add to the area of the settlement Maale Adumim.

In the town, several organisations have been raided by the army, people arrested, including a Hamas councillor and several MPs. (Currently about a quarter of the Palestinian parliament have been arrested) Hopes that families divided by their passes would be allowed to live together have been dashed by new fierce rulings. And following last year’s denial of work in Jerusalem to teachers with West Bank 
passes (even if they had worked there for 20 years), medical  workers in Jerusalem but resident in Abu Dis and the local suburb are being treated this way this year and face being forced out of work.
Child prisoners in Abu Dis

In just one school in Abu Dis, there are twelve children expected to be unable to return next term as they are in prison. In another, there are four teachers in prison at the moment. Imprisonment for political reasons and often without trial is a big issue for the Palestinian people.  In the autumn, we will be building up our work around the issue of political prisoners and child prisoners in particular. Contact us if you would like to help with this, please.
CADFA website
For more information on the work of CADFA please see the last page of this update and also look at the website, which is now frequently updated. (We are hoping that it will soon be in Arabic as well as English)

Abu Dis Children’s Visit   was a great success
 Eleven people from Abu Dis visited Camden for eleven days in June – the head teachers of two of the secondary schools in Abu Dis, a maths teacher and four boys and four girls. It was a very busy time as they visited 6 secondary schools as well as primary schools, youth clubs and lots of tourist places… Please look at the website under VISITS ( Abu Dis kids’ visit for information about the trip.

Many thanks to all those people involved in the visit, hosting the children, taking them around, organising visits etc. And not to forget the fundraisers as this was our most expensive project as well as our most successful to date… Not finished yet, as we are planning to make a booklet based on it.

The visit attracted lots of interest and publicity, not just in the local papers but on the BBC etc. People in Abu Dis apparently saw the children in our picnic in London on Al-Jazeera. As we are being sent it, this information is going on the website under PRESS.

Summer camp in Abu Dis

The summer “camp” (summer scheme) in Abu Dis run by the Friendship House (Dar Assadaqa) is running now and by all accounts is going very well. CADFA 
volunteers are running English classes for the children and – together with students from the Al Quds University – are helping with other activities – children are doing sports, art including film-making, and outings to other parts of the West Bank are planned.

CADFA has been able to make a contribution to the costs of the summer camp and also to send them books for use in the English classes.

Friendship Quilt

Please if you have some free time in the summer consider making a cloth square to add to the quilt that is being made in Camden and Abu Dis. Pieces need to be on strong cloth, 30 cm by 30 cm – and if you need it, you can get more information from us!
Women’s Links
In response to our own women’s links group, a women’s links group has been started in Abu Dis.  They are making plans for the use of the women’s room in the Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House), including computer and English classes and a variety of activities. One thing they asked for was help with the cost of a coach outing for women who have been stuck in Abu Dis for many months. We are looking forward to hearing how that goes on the day and we hope they don’t lose too much time at checkpoints.
The next women’s links meeting here will be at Crossroads Women’s Centre on Tuesday 25th July at 6pm.
CADFA co-ordinator in Abu Dis

Many thanks to those of you who supported the appeal for a co-ordinator for our work in Abu Dis. We’re pleased to say that Abdul Wahab Sabbah is now in this post for a year in the first instance.
Abu Dis music teacher 
One of the ideas that came from the children’s visit was for a music teacher for Abu Dis who could help in several schools and also run group music at the Friendship House. There is nothing like that at the moment. The Abu Dis headteachers and children thought it a great idea.  This will be further discussed in the education links meeting  on   28th September. (contact us for further info)
If you would be interested in contributing to this please send us a standing order form clearly marked MUSIC TEACHER (we will not put this through until we have gathered enough to go..)  
Visit to Abu Dis

We are planning a journey for October to Bethlehem and the West Bank and to Abu Dis.  This will be together with the national Twinning  Network and follows the success of the last visit that was jointly run. The approximate cost will be £390 plus fares. More info on our website between now and then.,

CADFA – please join in 

CADFA works to promote human rights and respect for international humanitarian law in Abu Dis. We link Camden and Abu Dis people via our links groups in order to raise awareness here of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to Abu Dis and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general and also  to develop practical projects in Abu Dis itself.

Review of the year

We have had a very active year in 2005-6 with three organised group visits to Abu Dis (April, November, April), three from Abu Dis (September, March, June), three volunteer teachers (and another three there now). Several projects that we fund-raised for came to fruition and we are getting to be well-known in Abu Dis and better-known in Camden.

During the next year we want to consolidate our activities.  We plan to  make booklets resulting from things we have done this year. We also hope to   work harder together with some of the organisations that have become aware of what we are doing during this year.
Ask your organisation to join CADFA

If you are part of an organisation in Camden, we would love to send a speaker with some pictures to show your group. 

Please consider becoming a member of CADFA yourself if you are not already – and please take the idea of joining CADFA to your workplace, union, club or other Camden organisation. Ask us for a membership form for organisations, or get it from the website
What can you do to help?

CADFA is an active local group with lots of things going on all the time.    

We have an open meeting on the third Tuesday of each month in Torriano Meeting House, 99 Torriano Avenue NW5 at 7.30 pm.   We welcome your participation.

Links groups

Let us know what your interests are and we can put you in touch with one of our links groups (education, health, youth, women etc) or one of our working groups (fundraising, publicity, etc). We also need help with publications, with exhibitions etc.

. 
CADFA SHOP
We are selling

CADFA tee-shirts

CADFA wristbands

CADFA greetings cards

Palestinian olive oil

A variety of very special CADFA embroidery

and

Reports on CADFA visits to Abu Dis

 More information on our website www.camdenabudis.org 
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
Promoting human rights
and respect for
international humanitarian law
in Abu Dis, Palestine

Charity number 1112717

camdenabudis@btinternet.com
Gift Aid Declaration

Name

Address

Email
· I enclose a donation of ___________ to  Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association 

· I am a UK tax payer and would like CADFA to reclaim tax on this donation and all future donations
Signature and date
Please make out your cheque to CADFA.


Standing Order Form

Name

Address

Email
· I would like to make a regular donation  to Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
· I am a UK tax payer and would like CADFA to reclaim tax on this donation and all future donations
My bank account details:

Bank

Bank address
Sort code  

Account number

To the bank manager: 

Please pay Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (account number 6518 0334 at the Co-operative Bank, sort code 08-92-99)

the following sum every calendar month: ______________  (sum)
starting on  _____________(date)

Signature: _____________________

Date: ________


CADFA Membership
Name

Address

Email
Telephone

· I would like to join Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association and enclose £10/ £5 (concession) 
I am interested in  

· Academic links

· Student links

· Education links

· Health links

· Community links

· Youth links

· Women’s links

· Union links

· Helping with art work

· Helping with fundraising

· Other  (please say) ____________

Signature: _____________________

Date: ________
Please return to
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, PO Box 34265

London NW5 2WD
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