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Camden Abu Dis

Friendship News August 06
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association

جـمعيـة صــداقة كـامـدن أبوديـس
 Promoting human rights
 & respect for international humanitarian law
>>> LOOK AT THE WEBSITE   >>>    www.camdenabudis.org

In this issue…

· Abu Dis News

· CADFA news in Camden 

· CADFA projects in Abu Dis

· How to join in
---------------------------------------
Abu Dis News

Abu Dis in the current crisis

It is a completely terrible time at the moment in Gaza and in Lebanon – it is horrendous and very worrying to see what is going on in Lebanon. It is also terrible still in Gaza, though we are seeing less of that on the mainstream news. In Nablus and other parts of the West Bank also, the situation is very dangerous, with people being  hurt and killed by the army.
In Abu Dis, people are very concerned of course with that big picture, and we hear that people are glued to the television at the moment. The crisis moves into Abu Dis also with arrests and raids by the army. 
Day to day, though, the crisis in Abu Dis is a bit different. The Israeli policing of checkpoints on the Separation Wall is increasingly fierce. It is hard for people (for example hospital patients) to get through checkpoints even if they have permits. Hopes that 

families divided by their passes would be allowed to live together have been dashed by new fierce rulings. And following last year’s denial of work in Jerusalem to teachers with West Bank 

passes (even if they had worked there for 20 years), medical  workers in Jerusalem but resident in Abu Dis and the local suburb are being treated this way this year and face being forced out of work.

The Israeli PM Olmert’s plan to annexe the parts of the West Bank outside the Separation Wall reinforces Palestinian suspicions all along that this is not a wall for security but to annexe land. In Abu Dis, yet more land has recently been taken to add to the area of the settlement Maale Adumim.

And the economic situation is now dire, with the sanctions imposed by the West in January now biting hard – The Wall made many people unemployed, and others work in the public sector, and they are now into their sixth month without pay.

Abu Dis music teacher 
 If you would be interested in contributing £3 a month (or more if you like) to pay for a peripatetic music teacher in Abu Dis, then please send us a standing order form clearly marked MUSIC TEACHER        
IF YOU ARE between 14 and 17 and would like a penfriend by email in Abu Dis, please get in touch… We are getting a number of requests from young people there who want to write in English
Child prisoners & political prisoners  
In just one school in Abu Dis, there are twelve children expected to be unable to return next term as they are in prison. In another, there are four teachers in prison at the moment. Imprisonment for political reasons and often without trial is a big issue for the Palestinian people.  In the autumn, we will be building up our work around the issue of political prisoners and child prisoners in particular. Contact us if you would like to help with this, please.
More detailed news from Abu Dis including monthly human rights report is on the website  
---------------------------------------
CADFA News

In early July we held a fundraising meal to celebrate our charitable status, and were glad to welcome Salah Ayyad, a councillor from Abu Dis who told us how grim the situation is now in Palestine but also that the positive work we are doing gives people hope – and he asked us to keep it up.
We also had a letter – effectively a cry for help – from Abu Dis which we delivered to Frank Dobson (see picture)
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In late August, a councillor from Camden is going to visit Abu Dis. We   are pleased that there are people from a range of parties interested in the work we do. Please do encourage your councillor to be one of them…
CADFA website
For more information on the work of CADFA please look at the website.   Friends in Abu Dis are working hard on an Arabic translation which will soon be there.  
Visit to Abu Dis

We are planning a journey for October to Bethlehem and the West Bank and to Abu Dis.  This will be together with the national Twinning  Network and follows the success of the last visit that was jointly run. The approximate cost will be £390 plus fares. Please contact us if you would like more information.
Links groups etc
Each links group is developing its own projects for the autumn …
YOUTH LINKS are fundraising for a minibus to take sports teams, youth and others out

UNION LINKS are working to get more unions in Camden linked to CADFA

HEALTH LINKS want to support some projects such as for a delivery room in Abu Dis – but keep needing to send money for basic medicines

EDUCATION LINKS are working on getting schools to link to each other, on a small booklet by kids in Abu Dis and Camden and also on the music teacher project

WOMEN’S LINKS are in touch with women in Abu Dis and supporting them in developing the women’s room in the Friendship House

STUDENT LINKS and ACADEMIC LINKS are making plans for the new year…

COMMUNITY LINKS are talking to various faith groups and community centres in Camden about CADFA’s work

QUILT- MAKERS are making a friendship quilt

VISITORS (people who have been there) are putting together an exhibition

VOLUNTEERS for Abu Dis are lined up for the rest of this year (but still contact us if you are interested in helping)

ETC ETC

Let us know if you want to help with any of these…

 CADFA Projects in Abu Dis
· A Camden lecturer who has been in Palestine all summer is working with people there to build a human rights surgery at Al Quds University

· The youth links group have been meeting. The children’s summer school at the Friendship House was a great success with two volunteers from Camden – Now they are doing first aid and working on a play

· The women’s group have asked for English classes and two other volunteers have been helping them

· They are going on a coach outing to a spring near Ramallah

· The health links group are trying to organise a delivery room in Abu Dis open to women from Azzariyeh and Sawahreh, the small towns next door – but meanwhile the health money we have sent is being used for basic medicines, because that is the urgent need
· The education links group are keen on the idea of a music teacher (see below)

· And many people from Abu Dis are now in touch by email with many people in Camden….


CADFA – please join in 

CADFA works to promote human rights and respect for international humanitarian law in Abu Dis. We link Camden and Abu Dis people via our links groups in order to raise awareness here of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to Abu Dis and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general and also  to develop practical projects in Abu Dis itself.

Joining CADFA

Would you like to join CADFA ? Please see the last page for a membership form.

Ask your organisation to join CADFA

If you are part of an organisation in Camden, we would love to send a speaker with some pictures to show your group. 

Please consider becoming a member of CADFA yourself if you are not already – and please take the idea of joining CADFA to your workplace, union, club or other Camden organisation. Ask us for a membership form for organisations, or get it from the website

Next meeting

CADFA is an active local group with lots of things going on all the time.    

We have an open meeting on the third Tuesday of each month in Torriano Meeting House, 99 Torriano Avenue NW5 at 7.30 pm.   We welcome your participation.   

More information on our website www.camdenabudis.org 
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
Promoting human rights
and respect for
international humanitarian law
in Abu Dis, Palestine

Charity number 1112717

camdenabudis@btinternet.com
Gift Aid Declaration

Name

Address

Email
· I enclose a donation of ___________ to  Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association 

· I am a UK tax payer and would like CADFA to reclaim tax on this donation and all future donations
Signature and date
Please make out your cheque to CADFA.


Standing Order Form

Name

Address

Email
· I would like to make a regular donation  to Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
· I am a UK tax payer and would like CADFA to reclaim tax on this donation and all future donations
My bank account details:

Bank

Bank address
Sort code  

Account number

To the bank manager: 

Please pay Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (account number 6518 0334 at the Co-operative Bank, sort code 08-92-99)

the following sum every calendar month: ______________  (sum in words)

______________  (sum in numbers)

starting on  _____________(date)

Signature: _____________________

Date: ________


CADFA Membership
Name

Address

Email
Telephone

· I would like to join Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association and enclose £10/ £5 (concession) 
I am interested in  

· Academic links

· Student links

· Education links

· Health links

· Community links

· Youth links

· Women’s links

· Union links

· Helping with art work

· Helping with fundraising

· Other  (please say) ____________

Signature: _____________________

Date: ________
Please return to
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, PO Box 34265

London NW5 2WD
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