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جـمعيـة صــداقة كـامـدن أبوديـس
 Promoting human rights
 & respect for international humanitarian law
>>> LOOK AT THE WEBSITE   >>>    www.camdenabudis.org
 CADFA   
conference on PALESTINIAN PRISONERS

Saturday 21st April

SOAS

Contact us for more details
CADFA Youth Links
..Another.. 
JUMBLE SALE
Saturday 28th April

 1 pm
Marchmont Street Community Centre, Marchmont St WC1

Please let us have your jumble, small cakes, plants, BOOKS etc - and come along and buy some bargains. 
Volunteers to help on the day also appreciated! 
 

Visit Palestine & Abu Dis in early April

Contact us for further details

April CADFA 
open meeting 
– date change to
Tuesday 24th April
(7.30 Torriano Meeting House, see website for map and directions)

Come and meet the 
CADFA co-ordinator
 from Abu Dis 
who will be on a visit to Camden
ABU DIS NEWS 
Attack on Abu Dis School

Shooting in Abu Dis

Dar Assadaqa news

CADFA NEWS 
Terry Boullata’s visit

Links groups news

Councillors
URGENT ACTION – P2


Abu Dis news

Attack on Abu Dis School 
 ** Urgent Action **

On Wednesday 14th February, Israeli police went into Abu Dis Boys’ School and beat boys in several classrooms. Some of them had their hands broken and a number of others were seriously hurt.

CADFA immediately wrote to the authorities and asked supporters to write to the Israeli Embassy to ask for an inquiry. If you haven’t done so, please would you do this?  We would appreciate your help in keeping the profile of this story high until there is a proper answer to the enquiry.

The Embassy sent a number of letters casting doubt on the story, but there is evidence from witnesses and doctors, as well as Israeli human rights organisations who went to visit.

We want to make sure that things like this can’t happen in Abu Dis without being noticed. So thank  you very much indeed to those of you who have written. The number of letters being written has now encouraged the Israeli Embassy to look into the case – they have asked the school head teacher and the CADFA co ordinator in Abu Dis to go to see them, and we have spoken to one of the Israeli human rights organisations to ask for someone to accompany them.

More details on the website and the email list.

STOP PRESS 18th MARCH – CAN YOU WRITE AGAIN?
The email of the Israeli Embassy is public3@london.mfa.gov.il
The two from Abu Dis asked to go to West Jerusalem first had to give in a fax they were sent and to a permit from the Civil Department near the checkpoint at the Wall.

Today (18th March) they did as they were asked, and they were treated with great disrespect. The human rights organisation representative was not allowed to stay with them. Then, having taken time off work and given in the fax they were sent, they were made to queue all day, and then  told that it was of no importance whether they get a permit today, tomorrow, the day after or the day after that. 

It seems that there is still no genuine attempt  being made to find out what happened.  We continue to ask for a fair inquiry – and would be grateful if you, too, could do the same. In order for them to be able to give their story, we are asking for the required permits to be delivered to them at the Abu Dis Boys’ School.
Shooting in Abu Dis  
On Thursday 11th March, a man was shot by Israeli soldiers in Abu Dis. This was at a flying checkpoint (temporary checkpoint) that they had put on the main crossroad to the university in Abu Dis. They asked a number of people to get out of their cars and they lined a number of young men up against a wall. One of them started to walk and was shot in the back at close range. There was consternation and fear in Abu Dis. For some time no one was allowed to go near the man, who was lying in the road. In the end he was taken by ambulance to hospital.

CADFA have written to the Israeli Embassy to ask for an inquiry.
Human rights report

Each month we are sent a report on the human rights situation in Abu Dis, and the February one is now on the website. It talks not only of the Wall, arrests, etc, but of the economic siege that has been making life so difficult for people for the past year.
Dar Assadaqa

While the situation of life under Occupation is very difficult for people, it is great to hear about the activities in the Friendship House, the youth group practicing dabke and drama and the women’s committee going from strength to strength.
CADFA volunteers, one after another, are helping English classes to keep going. And the new Camden Clinic is opening in the evenings staffed on a rota by many of the doctors in Abu Dis.






CADFA news  in Camden

Terry’s visit
We have just had a very useful visit by Terry Boullata, a head teacher from Abu Dis, and a great campaigner against the Separation Wall. Terry met with many different people in a variety of meetings across Camden – we learned a lot from it. If you missed Terry, you missed out, but you may be interested in the short film with her, on our website.

Links groups 
Last year the links groups were just seeds and now they are starting to grow… Each one is developing different projects with different groups of people across Camden …   let us know if you want to join one. … women, health, youth, community, unions, students, academics …

Good ideas for money- raising?  
The youth links group is working with the many groups that met the Abu Dis children last summer – and some new groups – to develop an International Youth Festival in Camden in June bring a group of Palestinian children to contribute to the festival.. They have some grant funding towards this and would appreciate further ideas for funding.
The women’s links group has been working to support the women’s committee at Dar Assadaqa and are in the process of raising the money to bring them to meet women’s centres and community centres in Camden. 
The education links group has a raffle going to raise money for school equipment, but is right away funding a maths club in Abu Dis UNWRA School that was inspired by a visit to a Camden School by an Abu Dis maths teacher.

Education links are also bringing a Palestinian story teller in the summer, to work with children in Camden schools. This is Sonia Nimr, joint author of A Little Piece of Ground (about a Palestinian child and well worth reading) and a new book of Palestinian stories, Ghadar the Ghoul.
The human rights advisory group is currently focusing on the CADFA prisoners campaign, encouraging people to adopt a child prisoner, and organising a conference in April. 

The fundraising group… 
The media group… 
Sales…. need your help. Could you volunteer?

Councillors

We now have an all-party group of councilors who are interested in our work and considering putting a motion in to the Council to ask for a friendly eye on our friendship moves with Abu Dis. YOU CAN REALLY HELP HERE. Please contact all your councillors and let them know why this would be a good idea. 
	Please support us by
(1) Joining CADFA if you haven’t already, or making a donation – Easy via the website 
(2) Using Everyclick for your search engine and choosing Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association as your chosen charity. Then every time you use it we get a couple of pence.

(3) Using the Phone Co op for your telephone calls and giving our agency number – 506 – so we get a bit of money from this. You can do this by following this link:

http://www.thephone.coop/receive.htm?name=Agent_506&amp;name2=index.html.
(4) Telling your friends about us….

THANK YOU


Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
promoting human rights and 

respect for international 
humanitarian law
PO Box 34265 

London NW5 2WD

www.camdenabudis.org
camdenabudis@btinternet.com
charity number 111271 
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