Dr Hassan Eisa Ayyad from Abu Dis died in Gaza on 25th February 09 
[image: image1.emf]Dr Hassan Eisa Ayyad, from Abu Dis, was a surgeon and had studied and worked for many years in Yugoslavia (where he was chair of the Palestinian students’ group).  In 1982, when Israel attacked Lebanon, he was in Lebanon, and after the war he was deported to South Africa and worked as a doctor there. After Oslo, he tried to return to the West Bank but the Israelis allowed him to enter Gaza but not the West Bank. He worked as General Manager of Karameh Hospital in Khan Younis, Gaza from 1995.
He has been seriously ill for some time, and during the major Israeli attack on Gaza in January, he was too ill to work.  For the past month, he has been one of many people from Gaza on a list of applications to leave Gaza for treatment.  He waited for a month, but sadly yesterday he passed away.

An hour after he died, the permission to travel out of Gaza was granted to him by the Israelis.

His family in Abu Dis have tried to get permission to bring him to be buried in Abu Dis. But even that was not granted.  His body was sent to the Erez checkpoint but it was blocked there by the Israeli military – it stayed there for hours and had to be returned. He has been buried in Gaza, in Khan Younis.

During the siege of Gaza (since 2006), some 300 people have died because Israel did not give permission to move them to specialist hospitals.
