Humiliated at the checkpoint – August 2007  (We were sent this from Abu Dis)

On the fifth of August in the morning a woman doctor from Abu Dis was forced to take off all her clothes at Al Zaitouneh checkpoint while she was going to her work in Al Maqased Hospital.  Dr AJ came to my house today in the afternoon to ask if I could help her and send a complaint & what she could do to avoid these violations against her.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dr AJ is a women doctor who graduated last year from Al Quds University & started her work in Al Maqased Hospital in Jerusalem.
While she was a student in the university she was training at the same hospital & for more than one year she was not allowed to reach the hospital till Doctors Without Borders managed to have a permit for her after they hired a lawyer & reached the high supreme court.
Since last September, Dr AJ has travelled daily to her work in Jerusalem through the checkpoint.   

What happened with her today was that she went at 7:30am to the checkpoint & after that she passed through the main check & showed her ID & her permit to the soldiers. One solder told her that she must pass through a chemical check. The soldiers took her to a room inside their military camp on the Al Zaitouneh checkpoint. A woman soldier asked her to take off all her clothes while there was an open window in that room leading to the main square of the camp. When she refused a soldier from outside the room start to shout at her and knock on the door, telling her to take her clothes off. Dr. AJ started to cry & she didn’t know what to do, but under the pressure she took off her jelbab.  Apparently it was not enough for them; the soldiers insisted that she must take off all her clothes and that what happened.

Dr. AJ. said that she sat down in the corner of the room trying to protect herself, & she continued crying & asking for her clothes & asking for a logical reason for these procedures against her.  That's when the woman soldiers gave her a see-through overall to wear & asked her to follow two of the soldiers to another room. Dr. AJ. refused to leave the room because that overall was not enough to cover her body & since she wears the hejab it was not acceptable for her to go outside that room & walk through the main square of the camp under the eyes of the soldiers, but they forced her to do so by threatening her to open the door of the room to everybody.

On her way outside again, they brought a machine & they started to touch her body & one of the soldiers said to her that you are hiding something under your skin while the women soldier gave her a key saying that this key is for the closet which they put her clothes in. 

The soldiers took her to another room where there was the intelligence officer waiting for her, he asked her about why she was nervous & if she wanted to drink anything & he started to ask her questions about her brothers & her family & her phone number for her house, without mentioning anything about why she was stopped.

For more than two hours Dr, AJ. was held in that place without her clothes in a very horrible situation without giving her any reason; for that reason, she doesn't want to go again to her work and can hardly bear to leave her house.    
