Does a dead body constitute a danger to the Israeli state?

Our dear friends in Camden 

We send the most beautiful of greetings from Abu Dis the steadfast. 
The situation has become very bad. A few months from now, Abu Dis will become isolated and will become a prison.  
What happened on Sunday 26th March 06 is the most striking example that the Israeli government has gone mad. On this day, a young woman contacted me, crying, around 9 in the evening, begging for help. “My husband Ayoub has lost consciousness and he is not breathing.” Ayoub is a young man from Abu Dis – his full name is Ayoub Abu Hillal – and he is 26 years of age. He has a brother who suffers from heart disease and high blood pressure and who had a heart operation and a mother who is suffering from the same ailment in addition to diabetis. He also had a brother who died a year ago at the age of 45. This person, Ayoub, got married a year and a half ago. His wife is 18 years of age.

When I got to his house, everybody was crying and wailing. I found the ambulance people there, trying to give him first aid. When I examined him, I found him almost dead, but I couldn’t tell his family that this was the case. I informed them that we had to take him to hospital immediately. We co-ordinated with the Israeli ambulance service to take them to hospital.

We put him in a Palestinian ambulance and left the area and continued attending to him in the ambulance, until we got to Maale Adumim settlement where an Israeli ambulance was waiting for us. An Israeli doctor present at the Israeli ambulance tried with us to revive him, but 20 minutes later it had become certain that he was dead, so we had to take him to the al-Muqassed hospital in East Jerusalem to keep him in the morgue until the morning so that they could bury him in Abu Dis the following morning.

But on the checkpoint, and despite the fact that the Israeli soldiers manning the checkpoint knew that he was dead, and despite the Israeli doctor’s report that we should take him to the morgue, the Israeli soldiers refused under the pretext that the checkpoint was shut for security reasons, and that no one without an Israeli identity card could go to Jerusalem, even if he was dead.

So we started thinking what we should do with this body. Should we take him home to his family so that they would be even more devastated, specially as they were expecting him to come back with us, smiling as he usually did when he was alive. So we decided to save them the tragedy  - We decided that I and one of his relatives should go back to tell them the bad news, while the ambulance crew would take him to the anatomy department in the Al-Quds University in Abu Dis.

I don’t want to tell you about the rest of the story – It was a very painful tragedy when his mum and his wife and the rest of the family knew about the death.  

The University agreed to keep his body in their fridge after contacting lots of people. So we buried him this morning. And we are asking the question – does a dead person constitute a danger to their state?

Dr Abdullah, Abu Dis
27th March 2006

