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Israeli violations against the Palestinian people
of Abu Dis continued in this month. This month
the report deals with the harassment and
beatings that Palestinians undergo at the Israeli
checkpoints around the area of East Jerusalem,
the arrest of a young man who had been shot
and wounded, and the situation of the Bedouin
who live around this area.

This month saw the arrest of several well-
known human rights activists in the West
Bank.

Maale Adumim settlement in the background
and a Bedouin baby in the ruins of her home
(destroyed by the Israeli authorities to allow
more room for the settlement to expand)
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Confiscating land to build the Wall
and extend the settlements.
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Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank
and East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in 1967,
the Israeli authorities have seized tens of
thousands of donums of Palestinian land on
different excuses. Directly after the war, Israel
announced that it would annexe East Jerusalem
as if they were making it part of Israel. Then they
announced that the east side of the West Bank —
including the Jordan Valley —was a series of
closed military areas because it was next to the
border with Jordan.

From the middle of the 1970s, Israel started take
huge tracts of land from the occupied territories,
against international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new
settlements, and also to prevent the possibility
of a future Palestinian state.

In 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build the
Separation Wall. This increased the process of
taking over the land in the West Bank. They
isolated and confiscated extra areas of land from
the occupied territories to Israel, and up to
present, Israel has taken about 52% of the land
of the West Bank.
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The Zaatreh and Zaraeh families live near the Al
Zayem checkpoint. They are near Al Tour and the
place they live in that contains 300 people in 40
families, and they have been facing the threat of
being moved by the Israeli government for a
long time. The Israelis have surrounded them
with a steel fence and the Wall; they have cut
the water from them and as they are not
allowed to travel to either east or west, they are
not able to work, Zaatreh family were well-
known for their animals and for their goat milk,
but they are not able to market their milk as
they are not allowed to go anywhere. This area
does not have a school or any infrastructure, and
it has been cut off from the outside world since
2003.
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On 15™ December, it was reported that the
Israeli authorities had begun a war on the
Palestinian olive trees. Fourteen thousand trees
had been cut down during this year. The
Coalition of Human Rights organizations in
Jerusalem is calling on the world not to close
their eyes against this and to work to make
Israeli obey the international agreements at the
Hague and the fourth Geneva Convention.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the Separation
Wall around Jerusalem they have worked to seal
off Jerusalem very thoroughly from its suburb,
and they have made special "terminals[1]" for
people to go through to get into the city. For the
towns on the east of

Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities built a terminal
in a place between the Mount of Olives and the
town of Aizariyeh to allow people carrying West
Bank passes and

who have also got a permit,following very long
and complicated procedures, specially

now they use finger prints as well as permits.
And at al-Zayem on the Jerusalem road leading
to the settlement of Maale Adumim, they

have put a checkpoint that can only be used
settlers and people with Jerusalem passes.

[1] The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’ bar” (transl ated
describe the huge checkpoints, like international
frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Friday 11" December, Israeli forces at the
Container military checkpoint gave a severe
beating to Ayman al-Bakri, from Hebron, who
was bruised all over his body.
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On Saturday 12t December, the Israeli forces
intensified their search procedures at the
Container checkpoint and they stopped a bus
belonging to the Palestinian security which was
taking the workers to their carrying employees

gl e
to work, and held it there for some time.
(e die g Sue ala o L0yl 58 12-13 aaY) On Sunday 13" December, an Israeli force put up
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a checkpoint at the university crossroads in the
evening and they beat some young men,
including Mohammed Erigat and Leith Jaffal.

Codd) g ¢ ua gl 3ol PliaY) 8 Creaddl 12-14 i)
ol dada B 1 als Bane 5 aa ) 48 Al el
o) dadls b U LaadlS s e ol alla

On the Monday 14"December, an Israeli force
put up a checkpoint at the university crossroads
in the evening and they stopped and arrested
Waleed Fareed al-Rajaeh and Obeida Khalid Abu
Arqub, both of whom are students at the Al
Quds University.
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On Monday 14" December, an Israeli force at
the Container checkpoint arrested Mohammed
Saedy Zamaareh from the town of Halhoul.
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On Wednesday 16" December, the Israeli forces
intensified their search procedures at the
Container checkpoint
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On Monday 21* December in the evening, an
Israeli patrol made a military checkpoint at the
University crossroads in Abu Dis and the soldiers
started shooting in the air with no excuse. They
held some young people to examine their IDs
and then they arrested two of them, Yazan
Khader Abu Hilal and Mohammed Husni and and
took them to the military camp in Abu Dis. They
let them go late in the night without presenting
any charge against them.

This report was given by a European witness:

| was walking in the main street. It was abo
9pm and the soldiers had turfed 6 local
youths out of the internet cafe. They had th
with their hards up against the wall and wer
preventing cars from passing on the road f¢
some reason. The first thing | saw was theg
soldiers just standing there in the road
(armed with machinguns, of course),
looking very menacing. My feelings of
uneasiness wetleeightened when one of the
soldiers violently struck a carwith his gun-
again for no reason as far as | could see.
Being an unwitting victim of their racism,
they allowed me to pass without even
checking my passport
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On Tuesday 22™ December a force of Israeli
border police put up a military checkpoint near
to the Abu Dis Sports Club and the soldiers
stopped some young men and held them for a
long time. They arrested Ramzi Adil Salah and
took him to the Maale Adumim police station.
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On Tuesday 22" December Israeli forces at the
Container checkpoint arrested Nidal Khader
Abdullah Al Haj and Christina Antonia Khaleel,
both of them from Bethlehem. They put them in
a steel cage in front of the checkpoint and the
Israeli intelligence officer took photographs of
them together.
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On Monday 28" December, the Israeli soldiers at
the Container military checkpoint arrested a
young man from Bethlehem, Mahmoud Adeeb
Thawabteh.
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On Monday 29" December,the Israeli forces
intensified their procedures at the Container
checkpoint, and gave some people orders to

present themselves to the Israeli intelligence.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by
the Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem
under the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce
the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to
under 22%. This has led to many different
policies that have distorted the demography of
Jerusalem. The most recent of these policies has
been to put great pressure on Palestinians of
Jerusalem, and led to many thousands of people
having their Jerusalem IDs taken from them.
Although five thousand families in Jerusalem
have lost their IDs since 1973, the Palestinians
still represent 35% of the population of
Jerusalem city itself, because many
Jerusalemites who had moved into the suburbs
have moved back to live inside the city since the
Wall was built. During just the year 2006, 1,363
Jerusalem residents lost their Jerusalem IDs
(figures - Israeli Interior Ministry) This came after
Israel had separated Jerusalem completely from
its suburbs. Many people who have Jerusalem
IDs, and many families who have mixed IDs live
in these suburbs. Note that most people in Abu
Dis have West Bank IDs but a minority have
Jerusalem IDs
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during
the night, searched and damaged things, and
made several arrests during the last month.
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On the 21* December, several young men were
arrested in Abu Dis including the wounded Wael
Younis Bader [see 29" September], Muatassem
Mahmoud Afaneh and Hussam Khalid Rabeeah.
The family of Wael said that they had been told
that Wael was sent to Orfar prison while the
other two went to the interrogation centre at
Kfar Atzioun.
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just as
in the rest of Palestine. Among these there have
been many young people under the age of
eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from Abu Dis
in Israeli jails. Among them there were 7
children. In addition there are currently more
than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits. There
is further information on Abu Dis prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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This month, the human rights organisation
Addameer gave the following figures for the
West Bank and Gaza: 8,338 Palestinian political
prisoners at the end of 2009. More than 300
detainees are children, 18 are members of the
Palestinian Legislative Council and 738 are from
Gaza. At least 291 prisoners are held in
administrative detention, while 778 prisoners
are serving life sentences

Recently, they point out, human rights activists
appear to be targeted for arrest. Three activists,
protesting Israel's wall in the occupied West
Bank: Jamal Juma, Abdallah Abu Rahmah and
Mohammad Othman, have been detained over
the past several months.
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On Monday 29" December, the General
Committee against Torture (in Israel) called for
the creation of a special system to deal with
complaints against the Shabak (Israeli
intelligence) which deals with prisonersin a
violent way.

The Committee said that the Shabak act illegally
and above the law and they use violence in
interrogation of the Palestinian prisoners.

The response of the Israeli government (31%
December) was that Shabak have complete
immunity from investigation and prosecution.
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On Wednesday 23" December, the Israeli
Authorities refused t
(Israeli human rights organization) for the

release of Ramzi Salah. This was one of the
young men who suffered a severe beating at the
hands of the Israeli soldiers near to the Dead

Sea last May [see our report and pictures, May
09+ Bt  selem put in
treatment in June [see our report, June 09] but
this has not come to court yet. More recently,

the Israeli police claim that Ramzi and his friends
were trying to attack a military checkpoint

which was why they attacked them.

Then the Maale Adumim police gave him a

choice of paying a fine (1000 shekels) or sighing

a confession in Hebre
was written on it so he paid the fine and they
released him.
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On Thursday 24" December, the lawyer of the
wounded prisoner Wael Bader said that the
Israeli authority had returned Wael to the
interrogation centre at Kfar Atzion although the
health situation that he had been suffering since
he had been shot by Israeli soldiers at the end of
September was still serious. Human rights
organisations were trying to get permission for
him to have treatment.
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In August, in response to pressure about their
treatment of young people, the Israeli
authorities said that they would begin to treat
juveniles differently from adults on arrest, and
create special military courts for young people.
However to date there is no evidence from the
treatment of Abu Dis young prisoners that this
has made a difference.

Complaints about Israeli violence
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During the past few years we have taken up a
number of particular cases either directly with
the Israeli authorities, via Israeli human rights
organisations or British Foreign Office or MEPs.

News about some of these cases is as follows:
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NOTE - Details of the attack by Israeli Border
Policeonboys i nsi de Abu Di{"{
February 2007 and the follow-up to this are
available on the CADFA website
www.camdenabudis.net

We haven’t received a
from the Israeli side about reopening the
investigation in the case since the Abu Dis School
Headteacher asked for the enquiry to be

reopened in the middle of May 2007, and we will
not report on this again unless anything further is
heard.
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Mohammed Hassan Erigat aged 17 was badly
wounded by Israeli army shooting

in December 2008. His parents were not allowed
by the Israelis to go and see him in hospital
although he was in a coma. We wrote to our
representatives asking them to raise this

case, and ask for his parents to be allowed to
visit. At least one of our MEPs raised

this at European level and maintained an interest
in the case. After a month,
Mohammed’ s mother
see him. However he was then taken

to Al Ramleh prison and we continued to be
concerned, as were his family, about his getting
appropriate treatment. He was finally released,
having paid a fine, in July 2009.
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Hamam Mohsen was shot in the head by Israeli
soldiers in December and was initially in a coma.
He has made an amazing recovery (and was well
enough to visit London in November 09) — but he
is still paralysed on his right side, and his life
affected very badly . Note that his family have
been punished by the Israeli authorities and are
now unable to get any permits to go to
Jerusalem. For example, this affected his sister
when she was pregnant —she was not able to go
to the hospital in Jerusalem for security reasons.

His family have not been able to demand an
investigation into the shooting, because of a
deep lack of faith in Israeli army investigations —
and in particular because this happened at the
time of the huge Israeli attack on Gaza, when so
many other people were badly

injured or killed.

Until he was shot, Hamam was a student at Abu
Dis Boys'’
to Camden and to Hampstead School.
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Mohammed Saleh Mohsen is still very sick in
prison — his family asked for his release after nine
years in prison, very worried about his health -
but he has now been there for almost ten years.
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In May, two young men from were badly beaten
and ten were involved in an unprovoked incident
at a checkpoint by the Dead Sea. This was taken
up by B'tselem *see
in a complaint to the Israeli military. Two Israeli
soldiers were arrested but they were released
again, and the young Palestinian men were each
given a big fine.

M

tlua giy lbada

Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www?2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.htm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/Pa
ges/InternationalLaw.aspx

LSty Jl ol o g 3 haaladl) 038 (e ians:

AaSadl (5] st (e 153 €152 (133 @l See
Gl 2004 ale 5 5a (e il 8 abiall A sall Jaal)
Aiad) Adacdall (a V1 G Jaall ol Jueel gy Ji
S sl o S o 5 el sa Loy Aliaal) il Led Ly
O3 sl aaen Jgnie Jha o A0 )y s AP30 ALy
A Alaiall dyalail) el gl 5 dpny il

Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people are:

The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel to
stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 — Advisory
Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)

oltinall Kldbae 55lud g cusdatll 22

DY) (3 gin Jlsay dpimal) A0 gall CLBLEN) (e dael) i
Lo Lgie L1 e 5 Apuddl) el 5 Capdal) oy jas e
b)) Aol Al (5 sl 4 al) A8EN) b ola
Lsiadl g Cadanll 3 gl g lad) Jlsa are o dadld) Lgale
51948 Aall 6 Aige g Ailg) e o) Lpuld Al
iail) pial asiall ae¥) i (e A 50 A8E) wd 5

Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treat ment
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.

(0]

Oe 4653l dallae IS8y ol V) clShiad) e o) ¢
1907 olal slaY & 4l

Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)

Israeli s a signatory to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex,
language, religion, political or other opinion,
national or social origin, property, birth or other

1

status.”’ (I'nternatio

Political Rights, article 2, paragraph 1, signed
1966, in effect from 1976)

DS 5 a8l 3 siall 5

e S agall (e (17) saladl pati LS

(sl e i sai e add (gl mpai s Y
A el il 4l a3 f Ala a8 Ja

Jaxll 138 Jie e ol 138 dany o s IS G e —
sl

Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one Seatedkolarbitbagors u b
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honou
has the right to the protection of the law against
such interference or

r

o s (A Opidasall () gy et 1agd Uy 8 P (e

il aalaall JS1 AL ) SN e oy silay | 0 Y
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esals ¢l sl () Al LSl an ) (iiaal
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Thi s mo n thowsshat theeppople of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on the
international community and all the supporters
of the rights of the Palestinians to make some
pressure on Israel as an occupying force to stop
the violations and to guarantee their human
rights and their rights under international
humanitarian law.

S
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