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Greetings to all of you.

This is going to as many teachers as we can send it to in
Camden and Abu Dis. Please show this to your friends
and colleagues
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Competition for your students!

We hope to encourage you to use the Camden Abu Dis
school blogs... So....

We will give a prize to the best two contributions to
these blogs* next term , one each from Abu Dis and one
from Camden. Contributions can be pictures or writing (and
in English or Arabic). Closing date for the competition —
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end of March 2010.
The prizes will be copies of our new book “For Hammam”
*List of blogs -see

http:/iwww.camdenabudis.net/blogs.htmlI?BLOGS=+BLOG
S+

JANUARY MEETINGS * The new youth human rights
handbook * Next steps in school linking * Please se e
last page of newsletter.*
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APRIL 2010 New Camden teachers’ visit to Abu Dis
Camden language teachers (including primary teachers)
are invited to apply AS SOON AS POSSIBLE for a
teachers’ visit to Abu Dis in April. We are currently applying
for funding for this visit so it needs to be confirmed - but we
need names + contact details NOW if you are interested!
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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
Our aim is to promote understanding of the human rights
issues in Palestine, so you will find us working in a number
of areas— women, youth, health etc. Education is in the
middle of all of these and the visits and materials that we
organise in connection with other links work can be useful
to schools at both ends. We see our role as supporting you
(schools, teachers, students) and working with the
education authorities at both ends to try to enable and
encourage the links; and helping to provide resources to
keen the links alive and meaningful.
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We have recently had a number of discussions with the
Palestinian Ministry of Education, Jerusalem Suburbs
Section, Camden Local Authority, British Council about
ways to promote these links. We are also grateful for the
contribution of teachers, governors, teaching unions. You
are welcome to be in touch with us at any time, via these
emails and phone numbers

Camden — 0845 458 1167 contact@camdenabudis.net
Abu Dis — 02 279 4523 abudis@camdenabudis.net
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Groups and individuals are welcome to join Camden Abu
Dis Friendship Association.

December 2009

It's nearly the end of a long, hard term for the British
teachers — | think for Palestinian teachers their next break |
think is in January. During the last few months, a lot of
things have been happening in connection with Camden-
Abu Dis education links.

A few of these are noted below.
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CADEA resources for schools
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Our first human rights b ook in both Arabic and English
is ready!
“For Hammam: A handbook for young people about human
rights in Palestine” We hope this will be a useful resource
to you in schools — in relation to human rights, Palestine,
children’s rights and language
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Film of the youth visit. We have a short film on DVD of
the youth visit to Camden in the summer. We will provide
copies of this film to schools in Camden and Abu Dis in the
new year.
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Short dabkeh video (Dabkeh is Palestinian traditional
dance). One of the lovely activities that took place during a
recent group visit to Palestine was a concert at Abu Dis
Girls’ School to celebrate the opening of a diabetic clinic in
Abu Dis. You can see a short video of dabkeh and music
at this link

http://ww.youtube.com/watch/=sek-43im8Bc¢
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Other books and films . If you haven’t seen them, do have
a look at our first two books “The First Six Days” and
“Voices from Abu Dis.” We hope these will be useful to
you. We also have some film made by young people in Abu
Dis, and if we are successful in raising money for a youth
visit this summer, we would like to have a film theme for it
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Calendar We have copies of our CADFA calendar 2010
available — as well as our other books and leaflets etc
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Speakers , volunteer English teachers, exhibition etc
We will provide speakers and helpers for your school on
subjects related to human rights, Palestine, linked work; we
have a full programme of volunteer English teachers in Abu
Dis; we have a travelling photo exhibition in Camden; and
we are happy to discuss the development of further
resources.
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Visits to Abu Di s — In November, we organised a big visit
to Abu Dis and Palestine — the “Stories from our Mothers”
women’s visit and also a twinning visit including men. This
was a huge success;and there is more info and some
pictures at www.camdenabudis.net/stories.html

Visits like this can provide visiting speakers for schools —
so look out for

» further visits to Abu Dis in 2010 , possibly in
February and certainly in April

* awomen’s visit to Camden in March 2010.
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www .camdenabudis.net/stories.html
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Dar Assadaga, Abu Dis
CADFA supports a number of activities at Dar Assadaga in
Abu Dis, including English classes for adults and children
and music classes for children. We are currently starting a
new film group for children and hope that they will make a
short film about life in Abu Dis. We welcome the
participation of students and teachers from any Abu Dis
school
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Youth link s in Camden

Similarly we are keen to encourage groups of young
people in Camden to make a short film about Camden that
can be shown in Abu Dis — Do get in touch if your school
would like to take part in this
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Linked schools and issues arising in Camden

This term, we organised the visit of five people to Britain to
take part in the Britain Palestine Twinning Network
conference. From Abu Dis, we brought Hammam Mohsen
who was shot by an Israeli soldier a year ago. We are
sending you an article that was written about his visit in the
local paper and also links to a television programme
including Hammam
http://www.presstv.com/programs/detail.aspx?sectionid=35
10533&id=112157#112157 [starts at 4.18]

and to news in the Palestinian press about his visit.
http://iwww.maannews.net/arb/ViewDetails.aspx?1D=24630
4

Those articles were positive about his visit (and so were we
— it was great) — but you will see from the link below, that
some parents complained about the visit that we organised
to one of the schools in Camden and that they have taken
the issue up outside the schools.

http://www.total | yj ewish.com/news/national/c-12956/school -
under-examination/

One of the big problems with this sort of complaint is that it
takes a lot of time for very busy schools. We are concerned
to continue to support the schools, to make sure that the
human rights issues in Palestine can be talked about, and
to encourage further twinning. We are discussing this with
the schools and the local authority in Camden and will do
what we can always to raise these issues in an objective
and inclusive way.
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Camden schools please note that a number of Jewish
people in Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association who are
concerned about the human rights situation in Palestine
have written a letter to schools in support of our
organisation and of school linking with Palestine. They
have offered themselves as speakers on the issue if this is
useful to schools. — This in addition to our other speakers,
resources etc.

You are also welcome to the meeting on THURSDAY 21
JANUARY at 4.30 pm in Training Room 3 at the
CROWNDALE CENTRE where this issue will be raised.
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Next steps

Unfortunately the Connecting Classrooms project that we
were expecting (to help link Camden and Abu Dis
schools) did not materialise. We will just have to find other
sources of finance for school linking.

We would like to have a discussion in both places about
the joint work that can be done between Camden and Abu
Dis schools. In Camden, we will begin this discussion in
our meetings in January.
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Camden meeting

You are invited to a meeting on THURSDAY 21°
JANUARY at 4.30- 6 pm in Training Room 3 at the
Crowndale Centre
We will be presenting schools with a copy of the new book
“For Hammam” (see above) and the DVD film of the youth
visit last July. We will discuss the use of “For Hammam” as
a teaching resource, and discuss next steps in Camden-
Abu Dis school linking. We will discuss controversies that
can arise in relation to the exploration of Palestinian human
rights issues in the classroom:; if this needs further time, we
will make a special meeting on the subject.
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Seasonal greetings to all of you.

We hope that the Palestinian teachers had a good Eid
recently and the British teachers have a happy Christmas.

*HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OF YOU
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