Dear all   PLEASE SIGN OUR LETTER – READ BELOW   

Attached is a letter that we will be using during the women’s visit to collect signatures to raise the issue of child imprisonment. 

We have just been sent this upsetting video which shows the arrest of a ten-year-old in Nabi Saleh – He was kept for five hours so I don’t know if his case adds to the number of child prisoners, but this arrest will surely affect him and his family.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=y0OTWIdi2dk
We have been working particularly on child imprisonment and it is clear that this is more critical than ever. Of the 181 prisoners taken by Israel this last month (February), the majority were children.  There are currently over 370 Palestinian prisoners under the age of 18 and some of these very young (13, 14 – and see this video). There is a recent report on sexual harassment of children in Kfar Azion jail – this is in Arabic but another sad picture of a young boy 

http://www.ekhbaryat.net/internal.asp?page=articles&articles=details&newsID=25821&cat=19
(Attached our most recent leaflet –if you actual want copies we can send them to you. Note that there is regular information in our monthly human rights reports, available on our website – here is the most recent one, see section on prisoners http://dl.dropbox.com/u/14164156/January%202011.pdf) 

Even beyond children, the issue of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails is massive – in February alone there were 254 people (not only children) arrested across the West Bank, of whom 181 were kept inside. There are currently over 7000 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jail.  Among them currently are 37 women, 700 prisoners from Gaza who have not been allowed to have any visitors for the past four years, 220 prisoners in ‘administrative detention’ (imprisoned with no trial, often repeatedly).  Note the number of prisoners is going up and down all the time – as well as people in prison for short terms or a few years there are some in prison for tens of years. By the end of February 2011, the number of prisoners in jail for over 20 years will be 132.

Of the 37 women, 28 have been sentenced of whom 2 are being kept in solitary confinement, 5 have been given life sentences. Eight of the women are mothers. (There are some stories of women prisoners in ‘Stories from our Mothers’)

If you would be happy to sign the letter to add to the numbers, please do / collect from others if you can and return to us by 17th April (Palestinian Prisoners’ Day). We will also have copies at the events during the women’s visit.
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