Dear County Times

It is fantastic to see the link between Llanidloes and the Palestinian village of Assawiya grow, and congratulations to your paper for a good article and some interesting pictures (20th November).

I was worried though about the choice of images of raw conflict in this article about a twinning visit to Palestine.  I’d like to point out that your photographer Rob took these photos when he left the twinning group to go separately to a demonstration at Bil’in against the construction of the Israeli Separation Wall.

That Wall – along with the settlements on Palestinian land and other human rights violations imposed by the Israeli occupation of Palestine -  is cutting people’s lives apart and of course people want to demonstrate against it.   In Bil’in, weekly non-violent marches are greeted regularly with teargas and bullets by the Israeli military. 

But when organising visits we focus on people’s daily lives and try to stay away from trouble.  On this visit, we took people to Assawiya and other places where they were appalled by the “facts on the ground” of the Israeli occupation,  enjoyed a warm welcome from local people and discussed ways to carry friendship links forward.

Visits are a very important part of the friendship and twinning links with Palestine that are now spreading across Britain.  We hope that many of your readers will be encouraged to go and see for themselves, perhaps on our next visits in February and April.

Yours sincerely

Nandita Dowson

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, www.camdenabudis.net
[Twinning visit organiser]

