Christmas night 25-12-2008
Mohammed Hassan Ereqat, 16 years old, was seriously wounded last night when an Israeli police border soldier shot him on the main street in Abu Dis. Mohammed was kidnapped by the Israeli army and was sent to Hadassah Ein Karem Hospital. According to Mohammad’s father the family managed to call the hospital and they knew that Mohammed was hit by a bullet which entered his stomach and went out from his back and he is now in the intensive care room in a coma, while there are two solders inside the room guarding him.
Some of the family members who have Jerusalem IDs tried last night and today to go to the hospital but they were not allowed to see Mohammed and was told by the Israeli solders that Mohammed is a prisoner and under interrogation so nobody can see him.
A lawyer from the Israeli human rights organization Btselem and the field researcher of the organization did not manage to enter Mohammed’s room or to obtain any information about him.
Since last night the family house is full of people asking about him and waiting to hear any news about Mohammed who is a school student in the 10th grade.
Odai Khaled Mohsen, 16 years old, was arrested with Mohammed in the same place - his family also did not have any information about him, and Ali Abu Madkor,16 years old, was arrested from his house later that same night. Both of them are students in Abu Dis Boys School while Mohammed Ereqat is studying in AlAitam school in Ezareh.
The Israeli IDF reporter said on Israeli TV that the IDF managed to arrest a group of Molotov throwers in Abu Dis after a special operation by the army last night.   

The very urgent issue at this point is that the family who have been denied information should be allowed to visit Mohammed and told about his condition. It is also important that the family of the other two boys be told where they are. It is a difficult time of year to contact CADFA members and our representative, but if you can help us raise this with the Israeli embassy please do.

