Children of Palestine by Caroline McClatchey [Radio Children]

In June, I spoke to some school children who had travelled thousands of miles to visit London for the first time. They were from Palestine, a very hot place in the Middle East. People in that area are fighting over land, and these children live in a town called Abu Dis which is near Jerusalem. During their stay they visited some schools in Camden, North London. I met Adel, Mohammed, Hameen and Rana, all 14 years old, to find out about their daily lives and what they thought about our schools and their city.

Q: WHAT IS YOUR SCHOOL LIKE IN ABU DIS?

Adel: I love my school, love my friends, play on computer, I have maths and science lesson and sport lesson and I love sport. I am at Arab institute, I am 9th grade, there are 1000 students in school. There are many differences between our school and London schools. This London school is very big! You have subjects like drama, an art-room, computers, or drama or business, theatre... we haven't theatre. And the lesson rooms are different, in our school the teachers move between classes in our school, here the children move between classes...

Mohammed: In my school there are 20 computers only. In this school you maybe find 80-100 computers, something like this. And you have things like art, drama we don't have. In Palestine you can't teach very well because of the soldiers and war in Palestine. Here you have very quiet city, you can school very much here. They use technology for study or teaching. In Palestine we can't use it because of the Israeli occupation.

Hameen: In my school there are 20 computers only. In this school you maybe find 80-100 computers, something like this. And you have things like art, drama we don't have. I prefer here. I love school here because they use technology in teaching here. They have nice schools here.

Rana: It is a small school, there are 1,100 students. There are no subjects like the ones in England, there isn't Technology, or Science. I rather go to school in London! It has so many things and machines.. my favourite is music Class ... there is a lot of instruments and I like the Science class and French class. I like the French class! We don't have French class...

Q: WOULD YOU RATHER GO TO SCHOOL IN ENGLAND OR IN PALESTINE?

Mohammed: HERE. I love school here because they use technology in teaching here. They have nice schools here.

Rana: London! It has so many things and machines..

Q: WHAT IS YOUR DAILY ROUTINE IN ABU DIS?

Adel: I get up at 7 o'clock. Go to school at 8. Finish at 1.30 and go home. In home sleeping, and lunch (Potato, rice and chicken). And playing football and table tennis. And sometimes I sleep. And study. And play on computer. Or football.. something like this. Maybe I go to Youth Club or I walk on street with my friends. Maybe we play table tennis.

Q: AND WEEKENDS? ..

Mohammed: Watching TV, computers, I visit my uncles.. something like this. I'm not like Adel with sport.. I especially hate football!

Q: IS LONDON VERY DIFFERENT FROM ABU DIS?

Adel: Yes, very different! Buildings, cars, people. There is nothing similar.

Ahmed: I have been here 6 days - It is a very good city and very good schools, very nice people, nice student, nice freedom. This is more different from Palestine. There are very big buildings, there is good streets here, good schools.

Rana: It is a big city. There are so many things, there are many bars, there are no checkpoints or war like ours..

Q: WHAT DON'T YOU LIKE ABOUT ABU DIS ?

Adel: What I don't like? We can't move freely around, if you come in the street at night maybe the soldier will hit you and give you to prison. It's not very safe. And you can't move between cities freely, because of the war. You cannot go to Jerusalem or other cities. I can only move between 4 kilometres, it is like big prison.

Mohammed: The war and the street, because of the damage.

Hameen: Safe at home, yes but in the street you can't. Because the soldier might maybe ask you and you come and they ask your name and they tell you're under arrest. For what? you don't know. Like our maths teacher he had more than 5 students like this, go to prison.

Rana: Check points and the war. Yes. We can't move freely, we can't go to another city to work and there is no jobs in Abu Dis so we must go to another city to work, and we can't do this because of the war.

Q: WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE HAPPEN IN ABU DIS?

Rana: To take off the occupation and life freely.

Q: WHAT DO YOU LIKE ABOUT LONDON?

Adel: It is very good city we enjoy it and we go many beautiful place like London Eye, and River and Greenwich.

Mohammed: I have been here 6 days - It is a very good city and very good schools, very nice people, nice student, nice freedom.

Q: WHAT IS THE BEST THING ABOUT ABU DIS?

Rana: My family!

Adel: Although there is lot of problem with Palestine but I love Palestine, it is my country and I love it very much.

