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Camden Abu Dis

Friendship News November 06
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association

جـمعيـة صــداقة كـامـدن أبوديـس
 Promoting human rights
 & respect for international humanitarian law
>>> LOOK AT THE WEBSITE   >>>    www.camdenabudis.org 

In this issue…

· Abu Dis news

· CADFA projects in Abu Dis 

· CADFA news in Camden

· How to join in

CHRISTMAS CARDS (or cards for whatever you will)

Please buy your cards from us and help CADFA
 

We have 3 designs - Palestinian girls**, boys, olives**, all from Abu Dis

(see next pages)
** these ones printed in Abu Dis 
 

Please ask your organisation or your local shop to buy 100 plus at reduced prices
 

AVAILABLE NOW
 

And remember, we also have 

· CADFA T-shirts, 

· wristbands, 

· olive oil

· “Maklubeh” (report from Abu Dis)

· Haiku (based on a visit to Abu Dis)

STOP PRESS –

GOOD NEWS

Our first adopted prisoner (who had no release date) now has a date to be released, next month - Mousa Erikat (see the story written by his mother on 

the website) - We wish him well.

This is a good time to remind you of the CADFA Prisoner Adoption Programme - Would you like to help with it? We are told it is a sort of 

support that is appreciated. Please see website for more information (look at Human Rights and then at Prisoners)

Abu Dis news

Things in Palestine are very difficult indeed this autumn. People in Abu Dis began the autumn very upset about the terrible devastation of Lebanon in the summer and the continuing attacks on Gaza, and by now (mid-November) they are deeply upset about the killings in Beit Hanoun.

Closer to home, the siege imposed by the West on Palestine in the wake of the Palestinian elections has been biting very hard, and government employees – supporting about a quarter of Palestinians – have not been paid since  January.

In September this led to a strike – people who had been working without pay stopped work – which has led to a complete vacuum of governmental institutions. It is a credit to the collective nature of Palestinian society that (though there have been problems) people are still managing to keep going in the absence of government.

This month, in Abu Dis as in many other parts of Palestine, a popular committee was formed to protect the education of young people, who had had no schooling since May. Parents and the community asked the teachers to go back to school and promised to find some way to pay them. Following this, the school teachers reached a temporary agreement with the union and all over Palestine, they have gone back to work.  The children and parents are very happy because the last few years have made big holes in the education of Palestinians and the whole society is worried about the longer-term implications of this.

The results of the economic problems can be seen in Abu Dis in other ways– an example is that the Council now has no money to pay the rubbish collectors or pay for their transport, so the rubbish is piling in the streets of the town.

Also, the pressures of the Occupation have continued to grow. Night-time visits by the army have continued – there have been many arrests. And the Wall and the checkpoints cutting people off from Jerusalem have become even more fierce.  You can find details in the August, September and October reports on the website. 

After Ramadan and Eid came the olive harvest, which in Abu Dis brings new problems. Firstly, a big area of trees was cut off on the west of the Wall and people were not allowed to go and harvest them.  And secondly, the olive press (to make the olive oil) is on the other side of a major checkpoint. People are not allowed to take their own cars through the checkpoint, and transport of big, heavy sacks of olives – and then of containers of the precious oil - is very complicated.
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Please JOIN CADFA … 10 pounds (5 concession) – this will give you a say in the organisation and also helps us a lot! There is a membership form on the website – or contact us at the address on the back page here. 
However….   It is amazing in the midst of all this to see the resilience of people and the optimism generated by activities in the Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House – see the website) The Eid activity there, featuring Dabke, songs, plays about the life, and an excellent exhibition of local artifacts including things made by local school children and prisoners in Israeli jails, was really uplifting. 
People send us messages of support and let us know that they appreciate our help and support and ask us to please, keep going.
CADFA projects in Abu Dis 

HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS

These are now produced monthly, telling about the current state of affairs in Abu Dis,and are on the website (under “human rights”).
PRISONERS

The CADFA programme to support political prisoners in Abu Dis is under way, with a focus on supporting child prisoners and those arrested under the age of 18. You can see some of the stories of the prisoners on the website, written by their mothers.

If you would like to help support a political prisoner and his/ her family, please contact us.

YOUTH, EDUCATION, WOMEN
and Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House)
The summer Youth Summer Camp went very well, supported by Camden volunteers and with money raised from Camden. This has brought new life into the Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House) which CADFA helped restore, and this is now running a programme of activities including English classes, back-up classes for the school children’s Towjehi (school leaving exam), women’s internet café as well as an increasing number of activities particularly for women.

VOLUNTEERS
 There is a CADFA programme of volunteer teachers working at this centre and in other local places, currently arranged until the end of 2007  - though do still contact us if you are interested in helping in any way.
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(Abu Dis girls at the Dar Assadaqa Eid event)

HEALTH

In the summer Camden Health Links group donated 2000 pounds to the Health Links group in Abu Dis. The economic crisis in Palestine has skewed everything even further. Where the health links group had wanted to support some of the projects that people wanted to build in Abu Dis – a delivery room, a counselling centre –by the time it was collected, at our wonderful
concert in June, the money was needed more urgently for emergency basic medicines, to be administered by one of the small clinics in Abu Dis – because the town was running out of these.
Camden Abu Dis activities
 in Camden

Please come along and help at these activities: (more details on the website)

CADFA leafleting against the Separation Wall, 11th November 3-5 Camden Town

CADFA open meeting, 17th November 7.30

Twinning network conference, 26th November, Irish Centre Camden Town

CADFA meeting including photos and report back on 4 months in Abu Dis, 19th December 2005

Help is also needed in many ways, for example on CADFA stalls at a number of events – Please get in touch if you can help.

LOOK ON THE WEBSITE for further activities.
 
LOOK OUT FOR
· Abu Dis visitor in January
· CADFA showing of “The Iron Wall” in January
· Health Links concert in February

· Visit to Palestine in April

And come along to one of the links groups and help organise more activities.

MONEY 

All of our work unfortunately needs money to keep it going – for leaflets and the website, for public meetings and for projects in Abu Dis. Please please think whether you could afford to make either a one-off donation or a monthly standing order. Or if you have good ideas for funding sources, please let us know… You may like to be part of a fundraising subgroup!
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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association
PO Box 34265
London NE5 2WD
 www.camdenabudis.org
camdenabudis@btinternet.com
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