Call for help

Help – help – help

To all the people of the free world, to all honourable people, to those whose conscience is not dead, to those whose voice is not silenced, we call to you from here, from Palestine, from Jerusalem, city of love and of peace, from the land and the earth that drinks the blood of its children every day.

We call to you with the voice of old people. the old generation, who live under the occupation day after day, and never know the meaning of freedom or the meaning of a dignified life.
We call to you with the voice of young people who have spent half their lives in the prisons of the Occupation and are now spending the other half in their graves.

We call to you with the voice of children who were born at the checkpoint, under the mouths of guns and to the sound of explosions, and who study in schools destroyed by the shells of the occupier, and who can’t find a playground on their land but look through holes in the Wall built under the eyes of the world on their land  at Israeli children’s playgrounds also built on their land.
We call to you and we seek from you only justice and fairness. 
We call to you so that you will take an honourable stand with this people who are killed daily at checkpoints, slaughtered by the missiles from planes, and shells from Israeli artillery, which don’t distinguish between old and young, sick or disabled, Palestinian or foreigners.
We call to you so that you will ask your governments and your leaders: why did you stop aid to this people? Why do you humiliate them? Do you want to starve them? To make them kneel down? Or what?

The situation now in Palestine generally, and in Abu Dis as an example is extremely dangerous and on the point of explosion.  Since aid was stopped, the economic situation is extremely bad and threatens serious consequences and will effect people of all sorts in their daily lives.
There is a serious shortage of important medicines and medicines for patients with kidney failure, injections of insulin and essential daily medicines are very expensive.  In addition to this, some people have stopped going to the health centre for treatment because they can’t pay the fees which are almost nothing and they can’t afford to buy medicine.
And parents are allowing their children not to go to school because they can’t meet the daily costs of transport and stationery; and teachers, whose salary was originally small, give lots of excuses not to go to school so as to save themselves the transport costs.

And the same in the other departments of the government.

As for the private sector,  whether commercial establishments or institutions, they are affected and suffering from this difficulty
And most dangerous of all this is that now security is non-existent, and there is a real increase in robbery, burglary of houses and theft of cards and now of food, and this is happening on a daily basis in every town, city and village.

In addition, here in the town of Abu Dis, there is a real daily suffering, for since the Kadima victory in the Israeli elections, the people have been shut off from going to Jerusalem absolutely – now no-one can pass, not even a fly. Add to this tens of checkpoints now set up inside Abu Dis, that make the situation even worse.
And we are calling to you here and all of us are angry and sad: Why is all this? Is the reason because of the people’s choice in free, democratic elections? Is it because we insist on our rights? Or is the reason that the world is afraid of their spoiled friend Israel? Or afraid of the United States?
And why didn’t they punish the Israeli people when they voted for Sharon, number one war criminal in the world, who killed thousands of children, old people and women in Palestine, Lebanon and Egypt? And who was accused and is still accused of murder and war crime in several countries of the world? No, and more dangerous still, he was described as an outstanding man of peace, while the whole Palestinian people is described as terrorist.

Do they want the new Palestinian government to recognise Israel? But has Israel recognised us in the first place? And the late leader Yasser Arafat recognised Israel and cancelled the whole of the Palestinian National Charter, and gave great concessions for the sake of peace, and in the end they said they should be rid of him.

We call to you, again and again, and we will go on calling to you, because we are coming to feel on our own – and at this time specially; we are repressed and lost, and we are becoming separate and isolated from the world, and no one listens to us and no one answers us.
Oh people of honour …. Oh free people

Rebel… rise up …. Shout, call in the loudest  voice to rescue people

They want us to surrender, they want to erase us from the map of the world

Face the injustice… challenge the racism…. Support  rights and justice and  freedom
From Abu Dis, May 2006
