Camden Abu Dis Friendship Statement   -  for people who live, work or study in Camden:

I /  We  support the move to build friendship links between people and organisations in Camden and in Abu Dis, 

a small town in Palestine on the outskirts of Jerusalem which is now divided by the Israeli wall. 

I /  We  support the call for Camden council to establish formal twinning links with Abu Dis, for the following reasons:

· In order to express solidarity and common humanity with people in Abu Dis in their time of need;

· So both communities can learn more about each other, to help build friendship and understanding;
· So people in Camden can deepen their understanding of what is happening in this troubled part of the world;
· So we can support practical projects,  for example medical and educational projects, within Palestine.
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Please return to Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association,    PO Box 34265 - London NW5 2WD
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Ways to support the 
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Links
ASK CADFA FOR A SPEAKER FOR YOUR MEETING
(1) Take the union motion (attached) to your branch.  Please if you pass it, let CADFA know.
(2) Ask people in your branch to sign the Friendship Statement (attached) and please don’t forget to return the signed copies.
(3) Discuss the women’s visit from Abu Dis that is planned for next March – around the time of International Women’s Day. Can your branch contribute to the costs of bringing some of the delegates over? Does your branch have a meeting or event in early March that you would like to invite one or more of the Palestinian speakers to come to?
(4) Would your branch sponsor a member to go on a fact-finding visit to Abu Dis with the next Camden Abu Dis visit? Would you like this to be part of a visit on a particular theme, eg health?
(5) Ask CADFA  for links to people in your line of work in Abu Dis – We currently have a number of practical projects already going on, but there might be new things that would be of particular interest to your branch.
(6) Affiliate to CADFA.
Motion on Twinning Abu Dis with Camden

This Shop/Stewards Committee/Branch Committee/Branch notes:

· The construction by the Israeli state of a wall, over 650 km in length and up to 25 feet in height, running on Palestinian land in the West Bank. 

· That this wall cuts off about 50% of the West Bank, running through towns and villages, separating people from their jobs and families, hospitals and schools.

· That the cost of this wall is around $2.8million per kilometre

· The ruling made in July 2004 by the International Court of Justice in The Hague that the wall is illegal and should be dismantled

· That the wall runs through the town of Abu Dis, in east Jerusalem

· That 'friendship links' have begun between the people of Abu Dis and people who live and work in Camden

This body believes:

· That this wall will not be a temporary security measure, but a permanent fixture that will lead to the expulsion of Palestinian people from their homes and permanent annexation of Palestinian land

· That a campaign to twin Camden with Abu Dis can both help to highlight what the wall will mean for Palestinians, and can be a way to offer solidarity and support to those affected by and opposing the construction of the wall through their town

This body therefore resolves:

· To join the campaign, initiated by Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, to twin with Abu Dis and send a membership fee of £20 and a donation of £……

· To sponsor and publicise any events, such as public meetings, which are part of the twinning campaign

· To publicise the twinning campaign to our members, 

· For this branch to begin direct links with a similar body in Abu Dis
