CRISIS IN PALESTINE May 2006

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association notes that Western countries have withdrawn funding from the democratically-elected Palestinian authority following the election results in January 2006.  The Palestinian economy has been so distorted and weakened by occupation that the only way that the public institutions function there is through outside aid. The result of withdrawal of the international funding is a deep crisis in Abu Dis and in Palestine more widely.  Public employees are now into their third month of no pay which has serious effects on their dependents and on the wider community.

United Nations reporters and Amnesty International describe the humanitarian crisis that is happening as a result of the blocking of funding.  Nearly two-thirds of Palestinians are already below the poverty line and the situation is getting worse.  Reports we are getting from Abu Dis are about the desperation of ordinary people, while institutions including the University (a major employer in Abu Dis and therefore crucial to its economy) are spiralling into crisis.

People there are already victims of an illegal occupation and  human rights abuses, and the withholding of this funding is plunging people into further desperation.
CADFA further notes that Israel is given financial help by the European Union in the form of favoured trade status despite the fact of its illegal occupation of the Palestinian territories and despite its construction of a Wall on Palestinian land that was found by the International Court of Justice to be in breach of human rights and international humanitarian law.  The ICJ said that the international community should refrain from assisting the unlawful situation created by the Wall, take legal measures to stop Israel’s violation of international law and ensure enforcement of the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association calls on all our representatives, British and European, to respect the human rights of the people in the Palestinian Occupied Territories, and to restore the funding to them on humanitarian grounds.  We also ask the European Union to reconsider the favoured trade status of Israel until Israel abides by the judgement of the ICJ and ends the illegal occupation of Palestinian land.
