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London Hospital sees Palestinian women protest against checkpoint births at Israeli Separation Wall 
Four women from Abu Dis in Palestine will join Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association outside University College Hospital to protest against women being forced to give birth at military checkpoints. They will be protesting against the actions of border guards who have prevented women from crossing the Israeli Separation Wall, to reach hospitals on the Israeli side. There will be a photo-op at 3.30pm, consisting of a re-enactment where the visitors from Abu Dis will be prevented from crossing the mock wall to UCLH by mock border guards. 
Abu Dis is a small city in a Jerusalem suburb and has suffered very badly from the Separation Wall, which cuts it off from the centre of Jerusalem and facilities such as local hospitals. This has resulted in lost employment, disrupted education, and major healthcare problems. 

Nandita Dowson, Chair of CADFA said:

“Our visitors have said they want to join the protest because the current situation is horrific for everyone in Abu Dis. Imagine being scared not only for yourself, but for your children or elderly relatives, because you know that there is no guarantee of getting to a hospital. The Israeli occupation army usually stops people going through checkpoints into Jerusalem. Women in Abu Dis have no access to a delivery room or hospital and are often reduced to begging soldiers to let them through the checkpoint. At one of the most crucial, painful and worrying moments in a woman’s life, these women have been made to wait, been ridiculed, or ignored.”
In recent months, Amira Senawi was made to wait so long at the al Bawabe checkpoint in Abu Dis that she started to give birth. Rasha Abu Rish and her husband were stopped from crossing at two different checkpoints, and finally at 2am, she was driven miles along the Wall, forced to enter Jerusalem illegally, leaving behind her husband. Afaf Bader gave birth to her first baby at the checkpoint. 
The four Palestinian women visitors, Najah Afana, Reda Jaffal, Fathiya Abu Hilal and Nadia Abu Raida, are from the women’s committee in Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House), a community centre that has been supported by Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association. They are on a week-long visit to women’s centres and community centres in Camden.
 - ends -

Further information and interviews:

Luca Salice 07 818 402 596 E: camdenabudis@btinternet.com
www.camdenabudis.org 
Notes to Editors:
1.
The Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (CADFA) was officially launched in Camden in October 2004. CADFA’s membership includes representatives from the Camden Trades Council, trade union branches, community and health centres and other groups and interested individuals across Camden.

2. 
In February 2006, CADFA was awarded charity status. Its objects are to promote human rights and respect for humanitarian law in the area of Abu Dis, Palestine. As part of this work, CADFA promotes friendship links between Camden and Abu Dis. 
3. 
Abu Dis is a little town to the east of East Jerusalem, next to the Mount of Olives. It is now divided from Jerusalem by the Separation Wall. Village lands have been taken to build illegal Israeli settlements and the town suffers from the harsh realities of more than 50 years of occupation. The town’s proximity to Jerusalem has meant that it is dependent on it for education, health, employment and recreation, all of which are now impossible to access because of the Israeli Separation Wall.

4. 
The UK Government accepts that Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories are illegal and that so is the Separation Wall in its current position. 
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