Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association – the first steps

	December 2003
	Meeting held in Camden exploring the purpose and the possibility of establishing friendship links with a town in Palestine – and discussing which town it might be.

	January 2004
	First Camden-Abu Dis links established. Statements from various organisations in Camden were faxed to Camden, and contact established by email.

	April 2004
	Sponsored walk in Camden to raise money for the Faisal al-Husseiny Clinic

	April 2004
	A Camden friend visited Abu Dis and came back with a proposal to raise money for a community centre.

	October 2004
	Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association was formally set up at a fund-raising meal to raise money for the community centre. Julie Christie, Ken Loach and Ahdaf Soueif were there.

	October 2004
	The first links groups were set up to strengthen the organisation in Camden by encouraging people to raise the issue of Palestine and Abu Dis within their own areas of work or interest.

	April 2005
	First Camden group visit to Abu Dis. This gave the work in Camden a great push forward, and led to lots of talks, exhibitions and meetings within Camden.

	June 2005
	CADFA was re-constituted as a charitable trust.

	September 2005
	First Abu Dis delegation to Camden included visits to many organisations and also the first British Twinning with Palestine conference, bringing together groups from across Britain who were seeking to make links to Palestinian towns.

	November 2005
	Second Camden group visit to Abu Dis also links people from some other areas in Britain to new partners in Palestine.

	Nov-Dec 05
	First CADFA volunteer from Camden teaching English in Abu Dis.

	February 06
	CADFA granted charitable status (charity number 1112717)

	February 06
	Several projects completed in Abu Dis – internet connections to schools, computers for women’s internet café, restoration of Friendship House, money given for cheap medicines via Al-Muqassed Society.

	March 06
	Women’s delegation from Abu Dis to Camden took part in International Women’s Day celebrations and visited schools, colleges, clinics and hospitals.

Children’s club starts in Abu Dis at Friendship House, and staffed by Camden volunteers

	April
	Third group visit to Abu Dis coincides with Twinning Network visit and British Palestinian Friendship Conference in Bethlehem

Formal opening of the Friendship House in Abu Dis

	June 06  
	Visit to Camden by a group of young people, boys and girls, to meet young people in Camden schools and youth clubs.

	July - August 06
	Camden volunteers take part in Youth Camp (summer scheme for young people) in Abu Dis organised together with the Friendship House.


Next steps 

	2006-7
	Further development of links groups and projects between Camden and Abu Dis; further exhibitions, publications, meetings etc in Camden.

	October 06 
	Next group visit from Camden to Abu Dis

	November 06
	Next group visit from Abu Dis to Camden 
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