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Palestinian teachers’ visit next week to build on links with Camden schools

The British Council supports visit from Abu Dis schools 

Palestinian teachers to join Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association birthday celebration
Following last year’s successful visit of Camden teachers to Abu Dis schools, links between Camden and Abu Dis schools are set to be strengthened next week by a visit of Abu Dis teachers to Camden Schools, arranged by the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association with the help of the British Council.  
Teachers from five of Abu Dis’ schools- primary and secondary – will learn about the education system in Britain, observe classes in schools across Camden, and take part in workshops with Camden teachers to share their experiences and plan future work together.

There will also be a meeting on Palestinian education at the Institute of Education on 15th October, meetings with the National Union of Teachers, and the teachers will be guests of honour at CADFA’s birthday party on Saturday 18th October.

The teachers coming are from primary and secondary schools across Abu Dis.  It will be the first visit to Europe for all of them, though they are well aware of Camden because of the many links between the two places during the past four years. 

Una Doyle from Camden School for Girls who visited Abu Dis with CADFA last October said, “It was a great visit last year  - We learned a lot about the very difficult situation in Palestine under Israeli occupation and I very much respect the work that the teachers do there. We are really looking forward to meeting our colleagues from Abu Dis again. “ Jamila, who is the Head of English at Abu Dis Girls’ School, will spend time at Camden School and also at Parliament Hill and LSU, which also sent teachers to Abu Dis last year.

Sarah Boon from Maria Fidelis School met the Abu Dis children when they came to Camden in June and then visited Abu Dis during the summer. “People were so welcoming when we were there,” she reports, “and I am really looking forward to making the teachers welcome here.”

Hampstead School and Abu Dis Boys’ School have a twinning link established about a year ago, and similar links are being developed between South Camden Community School and Maria Fidelis Schools to the UNWRA School in Abu Dis following a visit of Abu Dis children to Camden in June.
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