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Camden Abu Dis 
Friendship Association

جـمعيـة صــداقة
كـامـدن أبوديـس
 Promoting human rights and respect for international humanitarian law 

Press release 14th October 2007

Camden human rights group condemns Israeli takeover of Abu Dis lands
New land-grab makes way for new illegal settlements, imprisons Abu Dis population still further, and appears to indicate a frightening future
The Camden human rights group Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association has been contacted urgently by people in Abu Dis with news of new land confiscations by Israel which include 1100 donums (275 acres) of land belonging to families in Abu Dis. The Israel authorities announced last week (9th October) that large swathes of land between Bethlehem and Jericho and on the shores of the Dead Sea will be taken over for a new road.   

Palestinians in Abu Dis are devastated because historic village lands will be lost. “I always remember how proud my grandfather was of this land,” explained a member of the Ayyad family, “He told me that he and my great-uncle worked hard for seven years in America in order to have the money to buy it.”  
Loss of land is not the only problem, however. They fear that the Israeli settlements in the vicinity will be expanded, their direct road to Jericho and Jordan will be cut and they will be faced to their west, north and east by the Separation Wall and to the south by a fenced road that will be for them like another Wall.

The land taken belongs to people in Abu Dis and other local villages. Large amounts of this village land has already been taken away to build Israeli settlements,  illegal under international law, such as Maale Adumim.  Extra land is always taken over around these settlements for “security reasons” – and roads take away yet more.

These “settlements” are no-go areas for the Palestinians: housing is built only for Jews.  The people living in the settlements enjoy subsidies from the Israeli government and live a completely separate existence from the Palestinians – separate roads as well as separate housing; subject to Israeli civil law – where Palestinians are governed by military law; settlers (unlike Palestinians) are allowed to vote in the Knesset elections for the government that makes the decisions in the area, such as this new decision to take more land away from Abu Dis.

The Israeli E1 plan that envisaged further settlement expansion around Maale Adumim has so far been officially defeated twice, in 1997 and 2005.  However people in Abu Dis have watched appalled as new buildings have gone up – a police station on its own, which, they say, is inevitably a first building of a new settlement; and a whole cluster of hotels. This new land-grab now appears to make way for the E1 plan again.
It appears that Israel is planning a new segregated road for Palestinians on this land. It will be divided by the Separation Wall from a road Israelis can use. It will be fenced on both sides and no one will be allowed to stop.   This will in effect make a new Wall to the south of Abu Dis.

 “This is not a road to help people move,” explained Abdul Wahab Sabbah of Abu Dis – “it is a road that will trap us. It will be a road inside a fence that will run to the south and east of Abu Dis, and together with the Separation Wall that Israel has built on our north, east and west, we will be completely in prison.  Abu Dis people will not be able to go anywhere.”

The sudden move to take over the land appears to relate to the timing of talks on the future of the region planned to take place in November.   It appears to be an attempt to put yet more “facts on the ground” in place and declare that the new situation was in existence before any negotiation on what is to happen next.

It points to a frightening future. Will Israel, as the people of Abu Dis believe, use this new road as a way to claim that the separated bits of land where it still allows Palestinians to live are in fact connected? Will it help Israel to create a Palestinian mock-state of separate nodules, connected by imprisoned roads, while cutting away all the empty lands to build Israeli settlements connected still to Israel?  
CADFA calls urgently on our representatives in Britain and Europe to demand that Israel restore their rights in this land to the people of Abu Dis and other affected villages. It is very important to ensure that any solution to the political problems implemented will fully protect the human rights of Palestinians and respect international humanitarian law.
Ends 

More information:
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (CADFA)

www.camdenabudis.net
camdenabudis@btinternet.com
 0845 458 1167
Note to editors:

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is a human rights charity that was officially launched in Camden in October 2004. CADFA includes representatives from many Camden organisations including the Camden Trades Council, trade union branches, schools, community centres, youth and other groups as well as interested individuals across Camden.
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