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Press release 1-5-08

Seven at one blow – 
Camden human rights group protests at the

 imprisonment of Abu Dis students by the Israeli military

just before their final exams

and delivers letters to the Israeli Embassy

to draw attention to the imprisonment of children, 
 On the night of 29th April,  seven Abu Dis students were arrested by the Israeli military at one time, just before their exams. One of these young men, Mohammed Eriqat, is known to people in Camden because he has been helping with the youth activities at Dar Assadaqa Community Centre.

Mohammed, like his friends, is very concerned to do well in his education and was working hard for the exams. For two of the seven, these are their final exams.  The timing of the arrests seems to underline the view that students at the Al Quds University have given us – that the Israelis are not only depriving them of human rights of all sorts with the restrictions of the occupation and the Separation Wall – but they are targeting their right to education.

These young men have now become some of the approximately 11,000 Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails.  From Abu Dis alone there are about 70 prisoners held under military laws, including about 20 children, and another 70 students from the Al Quds University campus in Abu Dis.  Prisoners tell of torture and forced confessions as well mistreatment in the prisons, and their families tell us that they are often not allowed to visit. There are many Palestinian prisoners in jail with no trial, though it isn’t clear that that will happen to these young men.

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association have become increasingly concerned about the issue of imprisonment as we know few families who are not affected by this issue. Teachers in Camden have adopted a maths teacher from Abu Dis who has been put in prison with no trial; the CADFA women’s group adopted a young woman – recently released - who had had 4 years in prison from the age of 16 but had not been found guilty of doing anything. 

Today, CADFA members will deliver a number of letters to the Israeli embassy to ask about the well-being of the 15-year-old nephew of a woman visitor who came to Camden in early March.  In a pattern familiar in Palestine, he was arrested by soldiers bursting into his family house in the middle of the night.  This was just before a school outing he was really looking forward to. He has now been in prison for a month, and his family have not been allowed to visit him.

The issue of imprisonment also shows the systematic ethnic discrimination under the Israeli occupation.  Much Abu Dis land has been taken by Israel to build illegal “settlements” including the new town of Maale Adumim. If  an Israeli settler living in Maale Adumim is in trouble with the law, he will be sent to an Israeli civil court. Palestinians living in Abu Dis under Israeli occupation are however ruled by completely separate military laws which judge Palestinian young people as adults at 16 while Israelis are not treated as adults till 18.

ENDS

· More information from 0845 458 1167

· Camden Abu Dis website www.camdenabudis.net
· CADFA are a human rights charity working through developing friendship links between the London Borough of Camden and Abu Dis in the Jerusalem suburb

· CADFA will be bringing a group of young people to Camden in June 2008
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