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Tuesday 4th September 2007

For immediate release

Camden Council to hear Camden Abu Dis Friendship Motion  
On Monday 10th September 7pm at the full Council Meeting, Cllr Maya de Souza will bring a motion calling on Camden Council to support the links between Camden and Abu Dis, Palestine that have been developing across the borough recently. Her motion will be supported by a deputation from CADFA, a small charity that has been promoting these links.
Links between the towns of Camden and Abu Dis in the fields of education, health, youth and community work have been developing astonishingly fast during the past three years thanks to the work of Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (CADFA)
CADFA is a local charity promoting human rights, and there are councillors supporting its work in every party in the Council and active support from all sectors of the community.   1500 people have signed the Friendship Statement supporting the links, and thousands of Camden people have now met people from Abu Dis on one of the numerous visits between the two places. The list of organisations with good links to CADFA now includes churches, mosques, clinics, community centres, women’s centres, schools, youth clubs, an arts centre and union branches.  
Most recently a group of school children from Abu Dis visited Camden for a youth festival in July, and the next Camden visit to Abu Dis will be eleven Camden Local Authority teachers on a visit funded by the British Council in the October half term. Hampstead School is developing a twinning link with Abu Dis Boys’ School.
The motion for the Council reads
“The Council believes 

· that it is important in the modern world to develop  international understanding and respect between people of goodwill of all faiths and nationalities;

· That this should be done in a way that safeguards the human rights of all and with respect for international humanitarian law”
Noting the many activities going on already, the motion continues:  “the Council welcomes the development of friendship links between Camden and Abu Dis and will look favourably on supporting initiatives that bring the people of both places into contact with each other on this basis.” 
CADFA will be organising a deputation to the Council meeting of  people from its different links groups, including Shuma Begum from the Youth Links Group, Una Doyle from the Education Links Group, Amjad Taha from the Health Links Group and Nandita Dowson, Chair of CADFA also representing the Women’s Links Group. 

They point out that “the links are built on the assumption of equality, respect and the promotion of human rights.  In a diverse community such as Camden, these are important in themselves. Camden has a tradition of concern with international human rights and is proud of its links to the Anti Apartheid Movement. In the current volatile state of the world, a dispassionate understanding of the people in the Middle East is particularly important. The positive, people-centred links that have grown between groups in Camden and in Abu Dis are something that Camden can already be proud of; this is something happening already; and a practical expression of Council support would help them onwards”  
More information from:

CADFA 0845 458 1167
Nandita Dowson 07791 536620
www.camdenabudis.org
camdenabudis@btinternet.com
Notes to editors:

1. The Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is a human rights charity that was officially launched in Camden in October 2004. CADFA includes representatives from many Camden organisations including the Camden Trades Council, trade union branches, schools, community centres, youth and other groups as well as interested individuals across Camden.
2. Abu Dis is a little town to the east of East Jerusalem, next to the Mount of Olives. It is now divided from Jerusalem by the Separation Wall. Village lands have been taken to build illegal Israeli settlements and the town suffers from the harsh realities of more than 50 years of occupation. The town’s proximity to Jerusalem has meant that it is dependent on it for education, health, employment and recreation, all of which are now impossible to access because of the Israeli Separation Wall.

3. CADFA human rights work includes making a monthly human rights report from Abu Dis, submissions to policy makers, action on human rights abuses in Abu Dis and work to make people in Camden aware of the situation in Abu Dis and Palestine.

4. Recent and forthcoming CADFA projects in Camden include

· An International Youth Festival at the Tricycle Theatre where Abu Dis children took part  together with Camden Youth Groups 

· Visits by a Palestinian storyteller to ten Camden schools (primary and secondary)

· “Music of East and West” concerts at Rosslyn Hill Chapel to raise money for Health Centres in Abu Dis

· A visit of Palestinian women to women’s centres in Camden

· A visit by Camden school teachers to Abu Dis, sponsored by the British Council

· A kite-flying event together with Jews for Justice for Palestinians

· Exhibitions in  Kentish Town, Queen’s Crescent and Swiss Cottage Library

· Music links raising money for a music teacher in Abu Dis, and a plan for musicians from Camden to play in Abu Dis in February 2008

3. The work of CADFA in Abu Dis has enabled projects such as

· A community centre

· A new clinic

· Internet for local schools

· Development of a maths club

· English language volunteers

4. In Abu Dis there are now a community centre and a health centre that both use the name “Camden”, and there is a lot of interest in the town in friendship links with Camden London. Abu Dis councillors and others have written in support of the friendship links.
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