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     For immediate release

Camden schools and youth clubs secure 
last-minute reprieve for

Palestinian children’s visit to London

Six children from the UNWRA school in Abu Dis will arrive on Monday 16th June for a week’s visit to schools and youth clubs here, after a last-minute visa refusal was overturned with the help of letters of support from Camden schools.

They are accompanied by their music teacher who is funded by a Camden charity, and by their headteacher. 
They will be singing at a concert at Holy Cross Church on Saturday 21st June and also at a Youth Festival on Sunday 22nd.

The third annual visit of schoolchildren from Abu Dis to Camden will kick off tomorrow Monday with a meal with Camden teachers who visited Abu Dis last October. They will spend the rest of the week in schools and youth clubs, visiting London and taking part in concerts to celebrate Refugee Week.

This visit is also a celebration of the music and education links between the two places – in June 2006, Abu Dis schoolchildren joined in and admired Camden Saturday music, and this year they have a music teacher of their own, thanks to the efforts of the charity.

This year, the children are all girls, and they have buddies from different Camden schools. “I was really interested when I heard about it, “ said Chiara Cordone from Camden Girls, “and my friends want to meet them too although lots of them had never heard of Palestine before.”

The six children live in Abu Dis, a small Palestinian town in the Jerusalem suburb that during the last five years has been cut off from Jerusalem by the Israeli Separation Wall that runs through Abu Dis. 
For the past three years, Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association has determinedly raised the money to bring over a group of children each year.
“It is a window on the world for the Palestinian children, and we are encouraged by people in Abu Dis who say it helps whole families when the children have a chance to see the world a bit,” explained Nandita Dowson, Chair of CADFA.  “And it touches people in Camden enormously to meet the young people. 

“We only wish we could bring more of them over. Abu Dis under occupation is like a big prison, with a Wall cutting all the facilities of Jerusalem away on the west, and military checkpoints in all other directions.”

“The Abu Dis children are really lovely,” said Tansy Troy, a teacher from Primrose Hill School who went on the teachers’ visit to Abu Dis last year, and was very struck by the stress children live under in Palestine: ”I really want them to have more chance to play. I am looking forward to seeing them and their teachers again.” 
The Abu Dis girls will sing in an assembly at Primrose Hill - one of eight schools they are due to visit.  They will visits youth groups including the Scouts at Coram’s Fields, the Woodcraft Folk at Highgate Newtown, Families in Focus,  King’s Cross Neighbourhood Association and the Calthorpe Centre. 
And of course they will make a return visit to Camden Saturday Music, to share the group music sessions that were the inspiration for the music teacher project.
High point of the week will be a special concert on Saturday 21st June at 7pm (admission free) at Holy Cross Church, Cromer Street where there will be the chance to hear their teacher’s considerable skills on the oud as well as Wissam Boustany (famous flautist) and the Saddaqa Trio – musicians who went to Abu Dis in February and are now raising money to support the music links.

The children also invite Camden young people to come to a Youth Festival at 1pm on Sunday 22nd June at Hampstead Town Hall with children from Abu Dis and Camden performing in music, drama and film, and performances too by Rasha Hammami, a Palestinian storyteller.

Although this is the third visit of this sort that CADFA has arranged, the children’s visas were refused at the last minute by the British Embassy in Amman. “We didn’t understand it at all,” said Nandita Dowson,” We were badly shocked and the children were very sad. We are so grateful to the schools and other friends for writing to support us, and so relieved that the visa department changed their minds.  These children will be doubly precious to us when they come.”
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Further information:

0845 458 1167  
camdenabudis@btinternet.com

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association PO Box 34265, London NW5 2WD 
Notes to Editors:

1. Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is an active local human rights charity. For more information see the website www.camdenabudis.net or contact the number above.

2. It is possible to arrange interviews with the Abu Dis visitors or members of CADFA

3. Information on previous visits to Abu Dis and to Camden arranged by CADFA – including children’s visits – is available on the website
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