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PRESS RELEASE

For immediate release

Colourful protest at St Pancras calls for
Palestinians' right to travel
 Camden charity calls on the Israeli authorities to lift ban on Palestinian human rights worker from coming to Camden  

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association organised a protest on Saturday, 1st December in support of the right of their employee, Abdul Wahab Sabbah, to travel out of Palestine. Abdul Wahab visited his employers in Camden in April but has since been prevented twice by the Israeli authorities from leaving the country, once in July when he was leading a group of children coming to an International Youth Festival in Camden, and once in November when he was invited by CADFA to a fortnight of activities in Camden including the launch of "The First Six Days," a book of oral history that he helped to edit.
 

CADFA members displayed over a hundred of the letters that have been written to the Israeli Embassy calling for the restoration of Abdul Wahab's right to travel.
 

The protest was held outside St Pancras International Station, which symbolises the ease of travel that people in Camden can take for granted, unlike the people of Abu Dis.  
Behind a symbolic barrier, CADFA members held placards pointing out the restrictions on travel that Israel are putting on all Palestinians.  The Israeli Separation Wall that winds through Palestine and about 600 checkpoints in the small area of the West Bank are carving it up into tiny cantons. Businesses find it hard to move goods as things are held up for hours and often have to be loaded and unloaded. People are living their lives in increasingly constricted areas. As well as stoppages and curfews in the West Bank, the Gaza Strip is under siege. 
A Jewish member of CADFA  held a placard saying "Let their people go - Stop the imprisonment of Palestinians."

Also on display was a colourful banner made from embroidered, sewn and painted squares and made jointly by people in Abu Dis and Camden, symbolic of the friendship links that have been building between the two towns in the past three years.
 

"I met Abdul Wahab in Abu Dis about a month ago," said Una Doyle, one of the Camden teachers who recently visited Abu Dis on a British Council visit. "He was very helpful to us all. I couldn't believe it when I heard that the Israelis had stopped from leaving the West Bank so he could come here. He has the right to travel to meet his employers, who are in Camden." 
 

CADFA's lawyer has communicated several times with the Israeli Embassy asking for the ban on Abdul Wahab's travel to be lifted and is currently waiting for a response. The collection of letters will be presented to the Israeli Embassy at the beginning of next week. 

ENDS


Notes to editors:

1. More information about CADFA available on www.camdenabudis.net or from 0845 458 1167

2. Details of Abdul Wahab’s story were sent in a press release dated 17th November

3. Photos of the protest are available.

4. There have recently been two group visits from Camden to Abu Dis - a group of Camden teachers in October and a group of trade unionists in early November – and in November, CADFA  brought a headteacher and a town councillor from Abu Dis to London.
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