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Violations continued against the citizens of .
Abu Dis. During this month the wild violence of
the Israeli soldiers against unprotected civilians
was clear. There were many cases when
people’s lives were threatened because of
injuries. A child and a young woman were
arrested. Checkpoints around Jerusalem
increased during Ramadan.

Here are some of the cases that were

documented during August 2010.
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Attacks on civilians by Israeli soldiers
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Sunday 15th August

This is from statements made to us by three
brothers who were beaten by Israeli soldiers.

Ibrahim Nabil Badr Halabiyeh, aged 25, works for
the taxi office in Abu Dis; Osama Nabil Badr
Halabiyeh, is aged 30; Ahmed Nabil Halabiyeh
aged 16, a student at Abu Dis Secondary School
for Boys. The three brothers were visiting their
grandmother. Her house is just by the junction
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with the military camp at Jabal Abu Kamil, in Abu
Dis.

They were sitting on the terrace, which is on the
main road. There were some women in the street,
relations of theirs, when along came a jeep full of
Israeli Border Guards who shone a high density
light on them. They were upset by this. Ibrahim
who was sitting in his car, asked the soldiers to
lower the beam.

The soldiers asked him to approach them, and
Ibrahim did so, thinking that they were going to
talk to him. But the five soldiers who were in the
jeep started to beat him with clubs and guns, got
hold of his clothes, dragged him to the ground
and trampled on him with their boots.

His brother Ahmed could not bear to watch this,
so he got up to get them off his brother. But they
started to beat him and they beat them both
together for nearly half an hour. When their
brother Osama found out what was happening,
he came to defend them, but they beat him as
well. The people who were present managed to
get Osama away, but they were not able to help
the others.

Reinforcements came to the army from the
direction of the checkpoint and from the military
base on the hill. The number of soldiers involved
was about fifty, and they were all beating the
young men. Afterwards, they brought them to the
military camp, tying their arms behind their backs
with iron chains, and told them that they should
lower their eyes to the ground, and not look at
anything, and they beat them while they were
walking.

Ahmed said that a soldier placed a stick inside
the chain and began to tighten it to make him feel
more pain. They beat anybody who tried to help
the young men, even their grandmother, the
soldiers picking her up and throwing her bodily on
to the road. Ahmed said that they fired off tear-
gas grenades so that nobody could get close to
them.

He said that this wasn’t the first time. The soldiers
were always coming and trying to pick a quarrel
with the young men so that they could hit those of
them that they decided were not doing what they
said.

The people contacted the medical service at
Aizariyeh, who came after reaching the military
camp and making the necessary arrangements.
They were able get to the injured men and move
them to the emergency treatment centre in Abu
Dis, where they stopped their bleeding.
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According to descriptions, the first soldier to have
begun the beatings was fair and of medium build
like the Japanese (?), and the second one, a
Druze, had a light beard.

Ibrahim was injured with punches to his eyes, and
blows to his head with a stick, and with his skin
punctured in two places, and injuries to his teeth
from the butt of a gun, as well as bruises on his
legs, hands and back. Ahmed suffered blows to
his face and a possible broken cheekbone, and
injuries to the skin on his back with a metal
electrical rod, as well as bruises to his legs and
hands. A month ago, Ahmed had an operation to
remove his appendix, and his brother Ibrahim was
afraid that he was hurt from the blows when he
was resisting the soldier. The soldier who was
beating him held up a large stone and he said to
him, ‘Are you still alive? If so | will hit you on your
head with this stone, and you will die a slow death
on the ground’, and that was when Ahmed was
lying on the ground and he was not strong
enough to move: the soldier was putting his leg
on Ahmed’s head.

At 10.30 pm they agreed to release them and
move them to the emergency centre for treatment
under one condition, that they would not send any
complaint against the army, and they were told
that if they did, they would be arrested.

Note that Ahmed, Ibrahim and Osama have
another brother who is in prison and a brother
who was a martyr, and their grandfather was also
a martyr
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On Sunday 8" August, Mohammed Mousa Abu
Hilal (17 years old) suffered a severe beating at
the hands of Israeli Border Guards while he was
on his way back from visiting one of his relatives
in the evening. Soldiers stopped him at the
crossroads leading to the Israeli military camp,
inspected his ID, and they took him in an
alleyway between the houses and began to beat
him and make accusations against him and in the
end they released him without giving any reason
for the assault. His mother reported her shock
when her son came into the house bleeding from
his mouth and all over his face. She said that her
son did not manage to walk for four days after
the soldiers had beaten him on his legs with their
guns.
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On Tuesday 31* August at about 8 o’clock Emad
Mohsen aged 22 was beaten badly by an soldier
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from the Israeli Border Guards while he was on
his way to pray at the Al Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem. Because he didn’t have permission to
go through he tried to go around around the
Israeli checkpoint at Zeituna by crossing the
fence at the east side of the terminal. But the
soldiers saw him. He tried to escape but he fell
off a high wall and broke his foot and then the
soldiers caught him. And they put himin a
military vehicle and there four soldiers beat him
for more than an hour.

The people who were around at the checkpoint
heard Emad screaming and they tried to help but
the soldiers did not allow them. They called an
ambulance which came, but the soldiers refused
to give Emad to the ambulance although they
were certain that he was wounded. His father
and brother went to the officer responsible for
the checkpoint and although it was clear that his
foot was broken and that he had wounds on his
face because he had been beaten by the soldiers,
the officer refused to let Emad be taken to the Al
Mugassed Hospital.

His family had to take him to a private hospital in
Ramallah, where it became clear that he had a
broken pelvis as well as a broken foot. Emad had
two operations before he left the hospital.

The surgery cost 15000 NIS and the family had to
pay it because the private hospital did not deal
with the Palestinian Authority insurance.

Emad did not make a complaint about what had
happened to him because his father works in
Jerusalem and he was frightened that if he
complained, his father might lose the Israeli
permission to go to Jerusalem. Also he had been
directly threatened by the soldiers that if he
made a complaint, he would be punished.
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Israeli violations at the checkpoints
around Abu Dis
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Since the Israelis started to build the
Separation Wall around Jerusalem they

have worked to seal off Jerusalem very
thoroughly from its suburb, and they

have made special "terminals1" for people to
go through to get into the city.

For the towns on the east of
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Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities
built a terminal in a place between
the Mount of Olives and the town
of Aizariyeh to allow people
carrying West Bank passes and
who have also got a permit,
following very long and
complicated procedures, specially
now they use finger prints as well
as permits. And at al-Zayem on

the Jerusalem road leading to the
settlement of Maale Adumim, they
have put a checkpoint that can
only be used settlers and people with
Jerusalem passes.

1 The Palestinians are now using the word
“mua’bar” (translated into “terminal”) to
describe

the huge checkpoints, like international

frontiers, that are the ways through the Wall.
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On Friday 13™ August, the first Friday in
Ramadan, the Israeli authorities increased their
procedures at the military checkpoints in the
Wall around Jerusalem. They made extra
checkpoints in the area of the Zaitouna
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terminal in Aizarieyeh, making it harder to
reach the terminal. Local people said that on
all the Fridays in Ramadan, they had to pass
through two extra checkpoints before they
reached the terminal. The soldiers also refused
to allow cars to reach the terminal so people
had to walk a long distance to reach the
terminal.
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Arresting and invading houses

ealdl eal P JEeY) s aaall Clea el
Gl LB G Ly PV clble e
Al daalae SOl oy O il Batluey ) HusY)
Gl s Gl ) ol sl e DA caa

HEPSEN AT '

During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together
with the intelligence forces invaded houses
during the night, searched and damaged
things, and made several arrests during the
last month.
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On Monday the 9" August, an Israeli force
burst into the house of Rawan Thawabteh ex-
prisoner and arrested her. Her family said that
the soldiers came intothe house at a late hour
of the night and searched it before they
arrested Rawan and took her to an unknown
place. Note that Rawan was imprisoned for
four years in Israeli prisons and was released in
2007.

*There is more information on her case in our
reports in 2007 and in the Dar Assadaqa
women'’s magazine in March 2007
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On Thursday 19" August, Khalaf Ahmad
Khalaf, aged 15, said that Israeli soldiers
invaded his family house at about two o’clock
in the morning. Many military vehicles came to
the house, soldiers entered the house searched
it and took him and his older brother to Maale
Adumim Police Station. Both of them spent
eight hours at the police station before they
were released. Khalaf said that the intelligence
officer interrogated him for two hours,
accusing him of throwing Molotovs towards
the Israeli army. Khalaf denied this. He said
that his older brother was asked to enter the
interrogation room to read a statement that he
had made (his brother can read Hebrew).
Khalaf refused to sign it until his brother read it
for him and then he signed it and they released
them. He says that another Abu Dis boy,




Abdullah Nawafleh was arrested with them. He
was taken to jail after the interrogation.
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On Thursday 26" August, Khalaf Ahmed Khalaf
(see above) was arrested — a force of Israeli
soldiers invaded his house late in the night and
his family described how he was arrested.
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Prisoners’ affairs
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.htmi

During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just
as in the rest of Palestine. Among these there
have been many young people under the age
of eighteen; there is now 52 prisoners from
Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there were
7 children. In addition there are currently
more than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits.
There is further information on Abu Dis
prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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On Monday 9" August Ramzi Adil Salah was
released after being in prison for four months
and paying 1000 shekel fine. Note, Ramzi was
beaten very badly near the Dead Sea in May
2009 (see our report for that date)
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On Monday 23" August Hani Jaffal was released
after spending four and a half months in prison
and paying a fine of 2000 shekels.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.h
tm

There is helpful information on human rights and
international humanitarian law at the following
United Nations site:

http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionalinterest/
Pages/Internationallaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people
are:

The Wall
The International Court of Justice asked Israel
to stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one shall
be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” The UN
Convention against Torture was signed in 1984.
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.



http://www.ochr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx
http://www.ochr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through

the permit system and pressure on people

around Jerusalem)
Israel is a signatory to the undertaking “to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the
rights recognized in the present Covenant,
without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.” (International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, article 2, paragraph
1, signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation...
Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on
the international community and all the
supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to
make some pressure on Israel as an occupying
force to stop the violations and to guarantee
their human rights and their rights under
international humanitarian law.




