Army violence in Abu Dis August 2010.

These young men were made to sign that they would not make a
complaint.
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The events of Sunday evening 15" August 2010 in Abu Dis.

Ibrahim Nabil Badr Halabiyeh, aged 25, works for the taxi office in Abu Dis;
Osama Nabil Badr Halabiyeh, is aged 30; Ahmed Nabil Halabiyeh aged 16, a
student at Abu Dis Secondary School for Boys. The three brothers were
visiting their grandmother. Her house is just by the junction with the military
camp at Jabal Abu Kamil, in Abu Dis.

They were sitting on the terrace, which is on the main road. There were some
women in the street, relations of theirs, when along came a jeep full of Israeli
Border Guards who shone a high density light on them. They were upset by
this. Ibrahim who was sitting in his car, asked the soldiers to lower the beam.

The soldiers asked him to approach them, and Ibrahim did so, thinking that
they were going to talk to him. But the five soldiers who were in the jeep
started to beat him with clubs and guns, got hold of his clothes, dragged him
to the ground and trampled on him with their boots.

His brother Ahmed could not bear to watch this, so he got up to get them off
his brother. But they started to beat him and they beat them both together for
nearly half an hour. When their brother Osama found out what was
happening, he came to defend them, but they beat him as well. The people



who were present managed to get Osama away, but they were not able to
help the others.

Reinforcements came to the army from the direction of the checkpoint and
from the military base on the hill. The number of soldiers involved was about
fifty, and they were all beating the young men. Afterwards, they brought them
to the military camp, tying their arms behind their backs with iron chains, and
told them that they should lower their eyes to the ground, and not look at
anything, and they beat them while they were walking.

Ahmed said that a soldier placed a stick inside the chain and began to tighten
it to make him feel more pain. They beat anybody who tried to help the young
men, even their grandmother, the soldiers picking her up and throwing her
bodily on to the road. Ahmed said that they fired off tear-gas grenades so that
nobody could get close to them.

He said that this wasn’t the first time. The soldiers were always coming and
trying to pick a quarrel with the young men so that they could hit those of them
that they decided were not doing what they said.

The people contacted the medical service at Aizariyeh, who came after
reaching the military camp and making the necessary arrangements. They
were able get to the injured men and move them to the emergency treatment
centre in Abu Dis, where they stopped their bleeding.

According to descriptions, the first soldier to have begun the beatings was fair
and of medium build like the Japanese (?), and the second one, a Druze, had
a light beard.

Ibrahim was injured with punches to his eyes, and blows to his head with a
stick, and with his skin punctured in two places, and injuries to his teeth from
the butt of a gun, as well as bruises on his legs, hands and back. Ahmed
suffered blows to his face and a possible broken cheekbone, and injuries to
the skin on his back with a metal electrical rod, as well as bruises to his legs
and hands. A month ago, Ahmed had an operation to remove his appendix,
and his brother Ibrahim was afraid that he was hurt from the blows when he
was resisting the soldier. The soldier who was beating him held up a large
stone and he said to him, ‘Are you still alive? If so | will hit you on your head
with this stone, and you will die a slow death on the ground’, and that was
when Ahmed was lying on the ground and he was not strong enough to move:
the soldier was putting his leg on Ahmed’s head.

At 10.30 pm they agreed to release them and move them to the emergency
centre for treatment under one condition, that they would not send any
complaint against the army, and they were told that if they did, they would be
arrested.

Note that Ahmed, Ibrahim and Osama have another brother who is in prison
and a brother who was a martyr, and their grandfather was also a martyr.



