Army in Abu Dis – 21st  January 2007 

Yesterday evening the Israeli army punished Abu Dis for a demonstration against the mistreatment of people in Gaza. At least a hundred people gathered by the old mosque in Abu Dis at 6.30 and marched to the house of Abu Ala (Ahmed Qureia) and held a candle-lit vigil and made speeches, calling for the Palestinian Authority to stop negotiation with the Israeli government until the Israelis ended the siege on Gaza.

The demonstration finished about 8 o’clock but at that time, said a witness, soldiers dressed in civilian clothes came into Abu Dis in a civilian car, as if they were trying to surprise the young people. They chased them in the car; other soldiers were in the street and they damaged the glass of about 30 cars in the University Street and in old Abu Dis near Dar Assadaqa.  

The sound of Israeli sound bombs and tear gas were heard all round Abu Dis. Soldiers   entered one house in the old part of town. They said they wanted to search the house but in fact they left in a hurry. The evidence of shooting (bullets, the cases of sound bombs both exploded and unexploded) were in the main streets of Abu Dis this morning. This military activity in Abu Dis went on till midnight.
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