(Greeting the teacher visitors from Camden, October 2007)
In the name of God

I am Aqel Abu Khalil, the head of Abu Dis Secondary Boys’ School. 
Welcome to Abu Dis School. I hope your visit to Palestine and Abu Dis will be exciting.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr Nandita Dowson who stood by our side, along with Camden Abu Dis Friendship who helped us when the Israeli soldiers attacked our school on 14th February 2007 by writing many letters,  calling the human rights people and the Israeli court and the UK consulate in Jerusalem. I keep all the letters between you and us in a very special file – in the name of the relationship between Camden and Abu Dis  and Hampstead School in Camden. 

This school is the oldest in Jerusalem area: it is more than 60 years old, going back to the days of British Mandate. The school goes from elementary school up to high school. We have 14 classes and 430 students, aged from 10 to 18. Abu Dis school is run by 26 staff: a headmaster, an assistant headmaster, a psychological support, 20 teachers, 2 cleaners.  The school has one laboratory, a computer room, and a library. As you see, the school does not have many resources.
For a second time, welcome to the school – I hope we will make a good relationship between our school and your schools, and I hope to visit your school in England very soon.

Aqel Abu Khalil

Head teacher of Abu Dis Boys’ School

