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The day of Palestinian prisoners falls in April.
This report presents the sufferings of
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. There are
still thousands of Palestinians inside Israeli
prisons, among them hundreds of ill people, of
children and women and old people. We have
tried in the April report to highlight the life of
prisoners inside jail through statements given
by prisoners who were released recently.

This report also includes some of the violations
against the people in Jerusalem, including a
new government law which allows the Israeli
authorities to expel Palestinians from the city if
they choose to resist the occupation peacefully.
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Building the Wall and Confiscating Land
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Since the Israeli occupation of the West Bank
and East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip in
1967, the Israeli authorities have seized tens of
thousands of donums of Palestinian land on
different excuses. Directly after the war, Israel
announced that it would annexe East
Jerusalem as if they were making it part of
Israel. Then they announced that the east side
of the West Bank — including the Jordan Valley
— was a series of closed military areas because
it was next to the border with Jordan. From the
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middle of the 1970s, Israel started take huge
tracts of land from the occupied territories,
against international humitarian law and all
international agreements, to build new
settlements, and also to prevent the possibility
of a future Palestinian state.

In 2002, the Israeli authorities began to build
the Separation Wall. This increased the
process of taking over the land in the West
Bank. They isolated and confiscated extra
areas of land from the occupied territories to
Israel, and up to present, Israel has taken
about 52% of the land of the West Bank.
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There is still meant to be a freeze on the
building of settlements. A n journalist from the
Israeli Jerusalem Post reported on 3" May that
the Israeli government had given the go-ahead
for the building of 187,000 new units in the
area between Maale Adumim and Jerusalem
and the areas in the north and south of the city
of Jerusalem. This decision came after
pressure from settlers in the city to extend the
borders of the Israeli Jerusalem Municipality to
give them a chance to build — this in direct
contradiction to the freeze.
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Israeli pass laws and the issue of
Jerusalem citizenship
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Successive Israeli governments have worked to
implement a recommendation made in 1973 by
the Israeli Ministerial Committee for Jerusalem
under the leadership of Golda Meir, to reduce
the percentage of Palestinians in Jerusalem to
under 22%. This has led to many different
policies that have distorted the demography of
Jerusalem. The most recent of these policies
has been to put great pressure on Palestinians
of Jerusalem, and led to many thousands of
people having their Jerusalem IDs taken from
them. Although five thousand families in
Jerusalem have lost their IDs since 1973, the
Palestinians still represent 35% of the
population of Jerusalem city itself, because
many Jerusalemites who had moved into the
suburbs have moved back to live inside the city
since the Wall was built. During just the year
2006, 1,363 Jerusalem residents lost their
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Jerusalem IDs (figures - Israeli Interior Ministry)
This came after Israel had separated Jerusalem
completely from its suburbs. Many people who
have Jerusalem IDs, and many families who
have mixed IDs live in these suburbs. Note that
most people in Abu Dis have West Bank IDs
but a minority have Jerusalem IDs
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As part of the Israeli government policy of
stopping protest activities against what the
settlers are doing in Jerusalem, the Israeli
police prevented international protesters from
reaching houses in Sheikh Jarrah on 29" April,
and they beat some of them.
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On 2" April, radical Zionists attacked the old
lade Rafiga al-Kurd, aged 89, and her daughter
Nadia aged 50, both inhabitants of Sheikh
Jarrah. The Israeli police did not move against
that attack although they were there, and they
asked the two women to send a complaint
against the settlers.
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These attacks against the people in Sheikh
Jarrah were repeated on 5" April: there were
five injuries, one of them a foreign supporter,
and three people from Sheikh Jarrah.
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On the 17" April, settlers attacked a group of
children in the same neighbourhood which led
to injuries and bruising in some the children.
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On Sunday 23" May, the Israeli Knesset
approved a new law allowing the Israeli
authorities to take citizenship from Palestinians
who live inside the Green Line who are
accused of charged of spying against Israel and
also from Palestinians who live in Jerusalem
and join Palestinian political parties or get
involved in resisting occupation, which they
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describe as ‘terror.’ This law came in the period
when the Israeli government to deport a
Palestinian MP, Mohammad Abu Tair, from
Jerusalem. This law was considered by
Palestinian human rights organisations as a
form of ethnic cleansing against the
Palestinians in the Palestinian cities inside
Israel and occupied Jerusalem.
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Arresting and invading houses
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During this month the Israeli authorities
continued the policy of invading houses and
arresting people. Israeli soldiers together with
the intelligence forces invaded houses during
the night, searched and damaged things, and
made several arrests during the last month.
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On Saturday 24™ April, Mohammed Nabil Bader
was arrested at Container checkpoint when he
was coming from Bethlehem to Abu Dis. He
was taken directly to Ofer Jail and was accused
of trying to attack Israeli soldiers at the
checkpoint.
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On Thursday 6™ May, late in the night, an
Israeli military force and an intelligence officer
invaded the houses of Khalid Jaffal, Emad
Hejazi and Adil Salah. They searched their
houses and arrested their sons, Hani Jaffal,
Mustafa Hejazi and Ramzi Salah. All of them
are ex-prisoners who had spent time inside
Israeli jails.
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On Thursday 25" May, there were invasions of
houses and arrests of youths by the Israeli
army. |Ibrahim Salah (17 years), Khalid Majd
Badr (17), Omar Rabiya (18) , all students in
Abu Dis Boys’ School, were arrested after their
houses had been searched.
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Prisoners’ affairs
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During the long years of the Occupation,
hundreds of people from Abu Dis have been
arrested, usually for peaceful resistance against
the Occupation, such as demonstrations, just
as in the rest of Palestine. Among these there
have been many young people under the age
of eighteen; there are now 52 prisoners from
Abu Dis in Israeli jails. Among them there were
7 children. In addition there are currently more
than 70 student prisoners from Al Quds
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http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html

University Abu Dis campus.

Many of these people have suffered bad
treatment, physical and pyschological torture,
forced confessions, denial of family visits.
There is further information on Abu Dis
prisoners at

http://www.camdenabudis.net/prisoners.html
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2008

http://www.camdenabudis.net/urgentactionc
ampaigns .html

On Saturday 10™ May, the study centre for
prisoners sent a report about the case of
Mohammed Salah Mohsen, born in Abu Dis in
1978, who has been suffering from a chronic
illness while in jail and has not been receiving
treatment.

Tawfiq Abu Naim told them that the situation of
Mohammed is getting very bad and that he has
no proper treatment. He said that the prison
management did not care and ignored the case
of the sick prisoners.

[There is a letter from Mohammed’s mother in
2008 on our website
http://www.camdenabudis.net/urgentactioncam

paigns .html |
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On Tuesday 11™ May, the military court at Ofer
sentences Abdullah Halabiyeh from Abu Dis to
prison for 91 days and a fine of 500 shekels,
and Hani Jaffal from Abu Dis to prison for 91
days and a fine of 1000 shekels.
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On Thursday 13™ May, the military court at Ofer
delayed the hearing of Qadr Omar Hejazi from
Abu Dis, until the 5" July, and the case of
Ramzi Aadil Salah was delayed till 28" June.
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On Wednesday 19™ May, the military court at
Ofer delayed the hearing of Mohammad Jamal
Erigat from Abu Dis, until the 23" May.
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Report sent on Palestinian Prisoners’
Day
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Prisoners who have been released describe
how in Israeli prisons, prisoners are forced to sit
down on top of their numbers — this is the way
that the management count them, and it is a
way to humiliate them, to reduce their dignity.
Nowadays there are 3500 prisoners who live
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inside open tents or mobile rooms inside
sections in Ofer and Al Nagb Jail. Each section
has 120 prisoners. These rooms and tents are
surrounded by high, cement walls. The ex-
prisoners say that each day there is a prisoner
count three times, and twice a day they
describe them with numbers. Each prisoner has
to sit on a white spot with his number written on
it. The counts start early in the morning — the
first one when prisoners are still sleeping, the
second at midday and the third one at ten
o’clock in the evening. During the count
process, the prisoners have to stand still for an
unlimited time and they are not allowed to
move. They are woken early in the morning
with knocks on the doors and shouts through
loudspeakers. They have to hurry and stand on
their numbers. If there is any delay, a prisoner
will be punished, losing the chance to have
visits, to be beaten, to be put in a punishment
cell, not to be allowed to use the canteen,
which is the only place that the prisoners can
buy food, and/ or to make him pay a fine.

A journalist who was in jail as a prisoner
reported that in Ofer and in Al Nagab Jalil,
prisoners are forced to go into the main yard,
stand in twelve lines of ten, each on his
number, with humbers starting B1 and ending
in B120.

He said too that during the count there is a full
military force entering the section, carrying tear
gas and rubber bullets; they go in three times a
day. When the count starts, the first line have to
sit on their knees when numbers are called —
then the next line, and so on. Then the soldiers
leave to another section.
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Conclusions and recommendations
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http://www2.ohchr.org/arabic/law/index.h
tm

There is helpful information on human rights
and international humanitarian law at the
following United Nations site:
http://www.ochr.org/EN/Professionallnterest/Pa
ges/InternationalLaw.aspx
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Some important agreements and decisions
which the Israeli occupying power are violating
in their treatment of the Palestinian people are:

The Wall

The International Court of Justice asked Israel
to stop work on the Separation Wall in the
Palestinian occupied territories including East
Jerusalem and the area around it, to destroy all
the bits that are already built and to delete all
the laws and decisions which the Israeli
government had made in creating it (Hague
decisions paragraph 133, 152 and 153 —
Advisory Opinion of the ICJ, 9th July 2004)
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Torture and the mistreatment of prisoners

There are many international agreements
against torture and mistreatment of prisoners.
Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (1976) reads: No one
shall be subjected to torture or to cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.” The UN Convention against
Torture was signed in 1984.
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Confiscation of lands

According to The Hague agreement signed in
1907 paragraph 46, occupation forces must not
confiscate lands or properties from the people
under occupation.
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Equal treatment of people

(note the unequal treatment of people through
the permit system and pressure on people
around Jerusalem)

Israel is a signatory to the undertaking *“to
respect and to ensure to all individuals within its
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights
recognized in the present Covenant, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, colour,
sex, language, religion, political or other
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth
or other status.” (International Covenant on
Civil and Palitical Rights, article 2, paragraph 1,
signed 1966, in effect from 1976)
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Right to family life

The same international agreement states that
“No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or
unlawful interference with his privacy, family,
home or correspondence, nor to unlawful
attacks on his honour and reputation...
Everyone has the right to the protection of the
law against such interference or attacks”
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This month’s report shows that the people of
Abu Dis are suffering regular violations of all of
these agreements and decisions. We call on
the international community and all the
supporters of the rights of the Palestinians to
make some pressure on Israel as an occupying
force to stop the violations and to guarantee
their human rights and their rights under
international humanitarian law.




