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Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association  
  

 
Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is a Camden organisation dedicated to promoting 
human rights in Abu Dis, a Palestinian town in the East Jerusalem suburb that is currently 
divided from Jerusalem by the Separation Wall.   Along with others in Palestine, people in 
Abu Dis suffer abuses of human rights as a result of the illegal Israeli occupation and its 
practices, for example the construction of the Wall.  We are promoting friendship links and 
twinning because we believe this is an effective way to draw the human rights situation in Abu 
Dis to the attention of people in Camden and to work with others locally to do something 
about it. 
 
Our objects are in the appendix. 
 
  
CADFA organisation and projects this year 
 
CADFA came into being during 2004, was constituted as a charity in June 2005 and got 
recognition as a charity in January 2006. In this short time, CADFA has grown steadily.    
 
In 2007-8, we made good progress in our four main areas of work: 

·  Visits and volunteers 
·  Information: public meetings, publications and the website 
·  Links groups and projects with Abu Dis 
·  Campaign work including urgent actions 

 
The report draws attention to some of our main achievements this year. 
 
 

 
There is further detail about CADFA and our activities on our website, 

 

www.camdenabudis.net. 
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CADFA achievements 2007-8   
 
·   “The First Six Days 1”   
    
In order to get people in Britain to understand the human rights issues in Palestine, 
CADFA regularly works with people in Abu Dis to record their stories, and then translates 
them to reach an audience in Britain.  In June 2007, CADFA published its first book:  an 
oral history of the first six days of the occupation as remembered by people in Abu Dis, 
contrasted to some memories from Camden.  These moving stories from forty years ago 
tell of ordinary people’s panic during the war itself, and also show that many of themes 
that are dominating people’s lives in Abu Dis now have been with them for forty years – 
“missing relations, divided families, problems with papers at checkpoints, problems 
travelling, dangerous army and random killings, attempts to make Palestinians leave 
Palestine” (from the introduction). 
 
·  Education links 
 
The work to build education links between Camden and Abu Dis and to make each place 
more real to the children in the other place made great strides in this year.   
 
Storyteller visit 
In June, Sonia Nimr, Palestinian children’s author and storyteller, visited ten Camden 
schools and entranced children with her stories.  Together with Elizabeth Laird and 
Michael Rosen, she took part in a meeting for Heads of English and school librarians at 
the Institute of Education to look at ways of using her books with English schoolchildren. 
 
Abu Dis children’s visit 
In July, CADFA brought a second group visit of Abu Dis children to Camden – this time, 
the dabkeh (dance) team from the Dar Assadaqa.  The main focus of the visit was to work 
with children in Camden youth clubs and join an International Youth Festival at the 
Tricycle Theatre. But there was time for them to dance in two schools, Primrose Hill 
primary and Hampstead secondary, which encouraged both schools to take part in further 
relations with Abu Dis schools during the year. 
 
Camden teachers’ visit to Abu Dis 
In October, eleven Camden school teachers visited Abu Dis schools in a very successful 
visit arranged by CADFA and funded by the British Council. They learned about 
Palestinian schools, did some teaching themselves, and took part in workshops about 
future ways to work together. 
 
School twinning 
As a result of work done by CADFA in relation to Abu Dis Boys’ School  (the children’s 
visits to Camden and its schools, the support for the Abu Dis School in February 20072, 
the hosting of the storyteller, the CADFA exhibition, the teacher’s visit), sixth form 
students at Hampstead School suggested a formal twinning to their school. The twinning 
was launched in November 07, when Aqel Abu Khalil, the Headteacher of Abu Dis Boys’ 
School came on a CADFA visit to London. 
 
Education links 
CADFA is working hard to support the twinning and the other links between schools that 
have been made but that can be difficult to sustain. See for example Hampstead and Abu 
Dis boys’ school blog: http://abudisboyschool.blogspot.com  The first photos and pieces 
of writing on it have been put there with the help of a CADFA volunteer English teacher 
and the CADFA co-ordinators and the Abu Dis boys see it on the internet in their school, 

                                                
1 “The First Six Days,” eds N.Dowson and A.W.Sabbah, ISBN 978-0-9556136-0-9,  
is available from the CADFA website 
2,See below: page 6 
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funded by Hampstead students and put in with the help of the CADFA Abu Dis co-
ordinator.   
 
An education forum has been started, teachers from Camden and Abu Dis are in touch 
with each other, and preparations are being made for a return visit of Abu Dis teachers to 
Camden schools.  
 
·  Music links 
 
Music teacher in Abu Dis 
CADFA music links came into being following the Abu Dis visit of schoolchildren in 2006 
to Camden Saturday Music, and the effort of teachers in Camden to raise the money for 
group music in Abu Dis. Ahmed Eriqat began to teach group music sessions both in the 
UNWRA school in Abu Dis and in Dar Assadaqa, and organised joint workshops with 
visiting Camden teachers and musicians during the year.  
 
Music visit 
During 2007-8, music links grew, as musicians who had played for CADFA in London 
formed the Saddaqa Trio and began to prepare for a visit to Palestine, while in Abu Dis, a 
group of musicians formed the Camden Band in order to welcome the teacher visitors in 
October. The SOAS Rembetiko Band joined in some Camden events, and a jazz 
musician began to write for CADFA and Dr Abdullah, dubbed “the singing doctor of Abu 
Dis” made a visit to London. 
 
CADFA concerts 
High points of the year were two wonderful concerts that included musicians from both 
places, one in Camden and one in Abu Dis. On 26th January, there was a truly great 
concert for CADFA in the Rosslyn Hill Chapel, Camden, with John Williams (guitar), 
Roger Vignoles (piano) and Mark Padmore (tenor) as well as the quartet of Attab Haddad 
(oud), Dr Abdullah and the Saddaqa Trio.  On 17th February, the Saddaqa Trio played in 
Abu Dis at the Al Quds University Theatre, in a very special occasion with the Camden 
Band and the Al Quds University Band.  

 
  
·  Youth work at Dar Assadaqa 

 
Co-operation between Camden and Abu Dis supported the Dar Assadaqa Community 
Centre, which in February moved into a bigger building, next door to the old one.  The Dar 
Assadaqa built a programme that focused around young people and women:  English 
classes with CADFA volunteers, computer classes using the computers CADFA had 
provided, a youth summer camp with volunteer helpers found by CADFA.  Dar Assadaqa 
began to be known as “Camden” in Abu Dis, and its youth football team was called the 
Camden team.  The centre ran many regular activities including a dabkeh club, Towjehi 
classes (extra help for students in their final school year), the CADFA music classes and 
occasional outings and special events. 
 
The CADFA youth visit in July 2007 was to include eight children from Abu Dis, but in the 
event, the Israeli guards stopped two of the girls and the CADFA co-ordinator on the 
Allenby Bridge, so they could not come to London. This was a great disappointment. 
However the young people who were able to come to Camden met, played sport and 
went on outings with several youth clubs as well as taking part in an International Youth 
Festival. They also spoke at public meeting about child prisoners, and said this was very 
important to them: a chance to talk about something that mattered to them and really to 
be listened to. 
 

·  Women’s links 
 

Women’s links began the year with one successful women’s visit in May 07(four women 
from the women’s committee at Dar Assadaqa visiting women’s centres in Camden) and 
ended the year with another in March 08 (nine women from across the West Bank taking 
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part in a Twinning Network visit organised by CADFA and stopping in Camden for a 
moving International Women’s Day event as well as for meetings at the local universities). 
In Abu Dis, the Dar Assadaqa Women’s Committee was supported by the interest of the 
Women’s Links group in Camden, and developed a programme of regular classes 
(English, computers, handcrafts, first aid etc) and occasional activities (celebrations for 
Eid festivals and other special days, coach outings for local women). They put together a 
number of issues into a magazine in English and Arabic – and again, this included the 
prisoner issue. In Dar Assadaqa, support meetings for prisoners’ families were held, 
organised by the Palestinian Red Crescent. 

 
·  Camden Clinic 

The main achievement of the Health Links work this year was support for the beginning of 
the Camden Clinic, an out-of-hours and emergency clinic run co-operatively by several 
doctors in Abu Dis in the outbuildings of Dar Assadaqa.   This was needed because the 
Jerusalem hospitals previously used were out of reach behind the Separation Wall. 
During this year 882 people were seen by this new clinic.  In addition, the clinic was host 
to a number of health outreach days run by hospitals in Jerusalem, and to regular blood-
donation sessions,  because people wanted to give blood for relatives in hospital in 
Jerusalem and were not able to attend the sessions in the city because of the Wall.  
 

·  Student twinning 
 

This year, CADFA was able to revive and extend its work with academics and students in 
both Camden and Abu Dis. CADFA’s association with the human rights clinic and the 
humanitarian law department at the Al Quds University continued, and other links were 
made at Al Quds.   
 
The SOAS students’ union and the UCL students’ union both twinned with the Al Quds 
University Abu Dis campus students’ union, and began to exchange messages and gifts. 
As part of the women’s visit in March 2008, three students visited Camden, spoke at LSE, 
SOAS and UCL and formed firm links which will be a good basis for more activity next 
year. 
 

·  Prisoners campaign and urgent actions 
 
Child prisoner adoption 
CADFA has been particularly concerned about the issue of child prisoners and the way 
they are treated. We held a conference on Palestinian prisoners in April 2007 with film, 
speakers and a number of practical workshops to develop a campaign around the rights 
of political prisoners. We have had public meetings on the issue and meetings to write 
letters to Abu Dis prisoners and provided speakers for local groups on the subject.  
Through our adoption scheme we have organised letter-writing and support to about thirty 
prisoners to date.   
 
Denied the right to travel 
Human rights cases needing urgent action have often been brought to our attention and 
we have taken them up in different ways.  Sometimes we have done casework centrally 
or asked our lawyers to do it for us, or referred cases to influential people we know, 
asking them to ask questions about cases. Sometimes we have involved our membership 
in particular cases, asking them to write letters – for example in the case of Abdul Wahab 
Sabbah, our CADFA co-ordinator in Abu Dis, who was denied permission to cross the 
Allenby Bridge to Jordan when on his way to visit us in London. A letter from the Israeli 
Embassy told us that they had received “countless letters” about his case. 
 
Threat to a child 
A typical answer from the Israeli Embassy to our letters has been “it is being investigated” 
– but sometimes our interest appears to make a difference. We did manage to get the 
Boys’ School case investigated (see below). And in one case this year, when a young boy 
had been seriously threatened by soldiers, we wrote to the Israeli Embassy but made the 
case public by also copying the letter to MPs and the press.  The soldiers did not return, 
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the family took comfort from the letter and the boy returned from hiding because they felt 
that their boy was now protected. 
 
Abu Dis Boys’ School case 
The Abu Dis Boys’ School case3 was taken to investigation by the Israeli police, and then 
dropped for lack of evidence, despite an appeal by the school head teacher. CADFA have 
also written to the Israeli Embassy asking for the case to be reopened. As this involved 
the beating of boys inside their school by the Israeli military, it is serious; we have been 
repeatedly told about it by the boys and their teachers,  and we believe it has not been 
properly investigated. 
 
Siege of Gaza 
We usually concentrate on issues that relate to Abu Dis itself, but were seriously 
concerned about the siege and attacks on Gaza, and have asked our members to raise 
this with their MEPs. Some of their replies have been put on the website. 
 
 

·  Website and communications 
 

We have taken the issue of human rights in Palestine to people at many levels: to MPs, 
MEPs, in a presentation to Camden Council in September 07, to the press. 
 
Exhibition, public events 
We have brought the issue to people in Camden via the work of the links groups with a 
range of organisations, through public meetings and events; we put together an exhibition 
of pictures of Abu Dis taken by people in Camden which was launched at Swiss Cottage 
library and then displayed at other venues in Camden. We have used last year’s 
illustrated annual report as well as seven themed leaflets and a calendar of photos to help 
us.  We took the issue to the Camden streets several times – with three protests with a 
mock Wall (outside the UCLH hospital with the women visitors, at Camden Lock with the 
children visitors and again at Christmas time), one with a pretend barrier protesting 
limitations on the right to travel, and one with a giant letter calling on the Israeli authorities 
to reopen the enquiry in to the attack at Abu Dis Boys’ School. 
 
Website:   www.camdenabudis.net.   
We have very good feedback from our website in both Britain and Palestine – here is a 
sample from Palestine: “Really it is an amazing, fantastic and marvellous one. I know 
that there is a lot of work behind that.” We also know there is a lot of work behind it 
and would like to record our thanks to our webmaster for her daily work on making this an 
informative and useful site. 

 
·  Visits and volunteers 

 
We were very pleased with the feedback from all the visits we organised this year. They 
ran very well, increased the awareness of people who were on them and built useful 
contacts between Camden and Abu Dis. We continued to organise general visits for 
individuals and small groups in both directions, and in addition were very proud of the 
programme and the outcomes of our themed visits for teachers, trade unionists and 
musicians to Abu Dis.  
 
We continued to find volunteers for organisations in Abu Dis including Dar Assadaqa (for 
English classes and the summer scheme), the local schools (English), the University 
(teaching English and also working in the law department). 
 
 

                                                
3  14th February 2007 – see CADFA website 
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·  Working with the Twinning Network  
 

We played a major part in the national twinning network, sent speakers to other twinning 
organisations and helped a number of new twinning partnerships form. The CADFA      
co-ordinators in Abu Dis and London organised the Network spring twinning visit to 
Palestine and did much of the work behind the Palestinian conference in Ramallah in 
April 07. In both countries, CADFA has taken the initiative to work with groups of many 
different sorts to try to extend the network. We helped organise the British conference in 
Camden in November 07 and organised a very exciting national twinning women’s visit 
tour in March 08 which helped bring an awareness of human rights issues in Palestine to 
meetings with groups all over England.  
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The human rights context 
 

 
 
 
The human rights situation in Abu Dis 2007-8  
 
The situation in Abu Dis and in Palestine in relation to international humanitarian law and 
human rights continues to be very grave for the people living under Israeli occupation.   
 
The economic siege on the West Bank imposed by the West after the elections of January 
2006 ended in May 2007 following the serious division between Fatah and Hamas which left 
the Gaza Strip in the hands of Hamas and the West Bank once more in the hands of a Fatah 
Palestinian Authority. During this year, Israel imposed a blockade on Gaza and also attacked 
the Gaza Strip many times. International attention has focused on the serious siege and 
attacks on Gaza.  
 
However, although the sanctions were lifted on the West Bank and money was able to reach 
the Palestinian Authority, the troubles of the people there have not gone away, and some 
people there have told us that the Israeli occupation forces have acted more aggressively 
against West Bank civilians while international attention was on Gaza. 
 
In Abu Dis and its area, the CADFA monthly reports have highlighted human rights violations  
in 2007-8: 
 
Making a new geography: the Separation Wall, the ch eckpoints and the 
expansion of the settlements 
 
Abu Dis is in the middle of the West Bank and is cut off from Jerusalem by the Separation 
Wall which was being built from 2002.  Before the Israeli occupation of 1967, its lands 
stretched east to the Dead Sea, but since that time Abu Dis has lost more and more land and 
is now surrounded by settlements including the huge Maale Adumim block.  It is by now hard 
to say that Abu Dis is (as it always had been) in the Jerusalem suburb, as it is now firmly cut 
off from the city by the Separation Wall which was finished on the west side in early 2006, 
despite the judgement of the International Court of Justice that the Wall was illegal and should 
be taken down. 
 
Far from taking it down, Israel has since then been working to strengthen the checkpoints 
(now often known as “terminals” ) through the Wall towards Jerusalem, and many of the 
people of Abu Dis have now not been to Jerusalem for a number of years.  Most were born 
there in the hospitals which are also cut off from Abu Dis; many worked there; most have 
family there; major services for Abu Dis are there. 
 
Travel is extremely difficult for Palestinians with fixed and “flying” checkpoints as well as the 
“terminals” in the Wall being major facts of life that at best hold people up but often prevent 
travel for hours if not completely.  Abu Dis people in general have felt imprisoned, and people 
who have needed to go to hospital, for example, have suffered badly and there have been 
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some very bad incidents – two births at checkpoints near Abu Dis in 2007 and 08. Local 
doctors tell us that now fewer than a third of people given referral letters to Jerusalem 
hospitals are allowed to get permits to go. Sometimes now people decide to travel to Jordan 
and pay for expensive operations because they cannot get to the local hospitals where the 
operations would be paid for by their Palestinian insurance. This is even though the hospitals 
are within eyesight of Abu Dis (but on the other side of the Wall). 
 
In 2007, the Israelis started work on the east sector of the Wall, confiscating more land from 
Abu Dis especially in the area between the Maale Adumim settlement and Abu Dis. The new 
part of the Wall will go round Abu Dis and neighbouring Aizariyeh on the north side and then 
back down on the West, and this, together with a major checkpoint known as the “Container” 
in the south on the Bethlehem road will encircle Abu Dis, Aizariyeh and Sawahreh, It is 
already very hard for people to travel because the presence of checkpoints and the time 
taken to get through them are hard to predict. 
 
Settlements – illegal under international law -  are being expanded at a rapid rate on land for 
which the people of these villages hold the title deeds, and special roads – including a circular 
road round Jerusalem – are being built to serve the settlers. The ethnic separation between 
the settlers and the Palestinians in all aspects of life – in areas to live, travel and work, in 
systems of justice and control - will be completed by building tunnels for Palestinian roads so 
they do not cross the settlement “bypass” roads.  
 
In late 2007 and early 2008, Israeli military orders were served to take away major areas of 
land to the north-west and south-east of Abu Dis, for settlement housing and roads; and a 
plan was made to push an area of the Wall, near the university, back into Abu Dis. 
 
 
The Judaisation of Jerusalem and the pass laws 
 
The Israeli plan to “Judaise” East Jerusalem has put intense pressure on Abu Dis and the rest 
of the Jerusalem suburbs as Palestinian areas have been taken over and Israeli settlements 
built within and around the city. The other method is to give different passes to Palestinians in 
the Jerusalem area and to those in the rest of the West Bank and to make it difficult for 
people to move between those areas, and particularly difficult to live in, work in or even visit 
Jerusalem. This has caused difficulty to people who need to go to hospital  - and there were 
two births at checkpoints by Abu Dis this year. It causes on-going pain to families who hold 
different types of passes from each other and are not allowed to live a normal family life. 
There are an estimated 800 Palestinian couples who have a pressure to separate put on 
them in this way by the Israeli state. In the past year or so, this has got worse, with a very big 
push on people with the coveted blue passes to disqualify them from continuing to hold them.  
Well over a thousand Jerusalem residents have lost their Jerusalem IDs in each of the recent 
years. 
 
 
Violent behaviour by the occupation army 
 
Abu Dis has been under military occupation for forty years. It has an Israeli army camp built 
on a hill within it and the sight of the army in jeeps or on foot is familiar as is the threat of their 
violence to civilians.  During this year they have often come into town and created 
checkpoints, held people up or arrested them – and regularly arrived in the middle of the night 
to burst into houses and make arrests, often of young boys. The people of Abu Dis have this 
year recorded the soldiers’ violence to property (houses, cafes, cars etc) and to people, 
regularly beating people after arrest, but sometimes also in public in the middle of the street.  
 
Just some of these stories in 2007-8 were of one young boy who was taken (well) from his 
house at night and after a day was returned to his parents, having been beaten so badly in 
the police station in Maale Adumim settlement that the army took him to an Israeli hospital 
overnight and released him;  two shopkeepers who were beaten so badly on arrest that their 
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bones were broken; the father of a boy prisoner who was himself shot in the leg, arrested, 
and then released, still in need of serious care. 
 
 
Imprisonment in Israeli prisons 
  
Meanwhile the arrest and release of prisoners has punctuated Abu Dis’ year, as in the rest of 
Palestine.  During this year at any one time there have been an average of about 70 people 
from Abu Dis and about another 70 from the Al Quds University Abu Dis campus in prison.  
About 20 or so at any one time are young boys, and Abu Dis Boys’ School in particular has a 
large number of boys at any one time out of education and in prison. These boys tell a story 
on release of forced confession, denial of family visits and mistreatment.  The other boys’ 
school in Abu Dis, the Arab Institute, has had two teachers this year in prison without trial. 
Abu Dis’ only recent woman prisoner was released this year, but there are other Palestinian 
women in prison including a mother of six currently on hunger strike in administrative 
detention (that means she will have no trial) while her husband is also in prison and their six 
children are without them..  
 

 
 

More information:  During this year, two useful reports have been produced by the United 
Nations about the West Bank:“The Humanitarian Impact on Palestinians of Israeli Settlements 
and Other Infrastructure in the West Bank” and "East Jerusalem : The Humanitarian Impact of 
the West Bank Barrier"  (July 2007) � 
http://www.ochaopt.org/?module=displaysection&section_id=1&format=html  

  

 

`` 

 
 
Fortieth year of the Israeli occupation in Abu Dis  
 
June 2007 was the fortieth anniversary of the Israeli occupation of the West Bank in 1967 
which was a turning point in the lives of people in Abu Dis. Camden Abu Dis Friendship 
Association along with Jews for Justice for Palestinians marked the occasion at a children’s 
kite-flying event on Parliament Hill in Camden, where Camden children flew kites with pictures 
drawn by Abu Dis children. At the same time, in Abu Dis, children flew kites with symbols of 
Camden. As speakers said at both events, we look forward to the day when all children are 
free to fly kites, play, learn, travel and live a safe family life with no fear, and when they and 
their families enjoy all the human rights that the United Nations decreed should be universal.  
 
Other CADFA events to mark the occasion were the opening of an exhibition of CADFA 
photos at Swiss Cottage Library – which then was moved to other places in the borough; and 
the launch of a CADFA book of oral history, “The First Six Days” – see page 3. 
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CADFA’s future 
 
Progress in 2007-8 
 
A year ago we wrote that  
 
In the face of this difficult situation, we are committed to expanding CADFA’s activities 
through the next year because the situation demands it. We are pleased to have an active, 
growing group with energy and many skills, because there is very much more to do.  
 
This year we have continued to expand CADFA’s activities and to build on areas of work 
already started. We have had a tremendous number and variety of activities.  
Our links groups are active in Camden and making positive projects with Abu Dis. We are 
particularly pleased to be helping make human rights for Palestinians an issue with young 
people in schools, youth clubs and colleges in Camden – though also of course with other 
parts of the community. 
 
Paid membership  has gone up to over 100 while there are several times that number on our 
contact lists. We have had interest in our work from all over the country. We are constantly 
seeking new ways to communicate to people – currently through the website, Facebook, 
email, meetings, visits, exhibitions, music, press etc.  Now at the end of the year we are 
preparing for our first CADFA conference in order to encourage people to understand the 
breadth of the work we are doing. 
 
Press coverage  of the work we did increased this year – a rough count of published articles 
related to our work (the list may not be complete) shows: 
 
  2005-6  =  10  
  2006-7  =  20 
  2007-8  =  32  - note that radio programmes and newspaper articles round the country about 
the Twinning Network women’s visit we organised are not included here. 
 
Our hard work in raising funds for our projects more than doubled the income of the previous 
year: 
 
      CADFA income from all sources: 
 
  2005-6  =   £7,323  
  2006-7  = £19,734 
  2007-8  = £44,218 
 
We are proud of the work we have done and the projects we have supported and above all 
that in Camden more people are aware of the human rights issues in Palestine and prepared 
to do something to help. 
 
It continues to be a grim fact, however, that for the people of Abu Dis, life continues to be very 
pressured and that human rights violations continue on a regular basis. 
 
We are determined therefore to keep our contribution going. We want to continue to include 
as wide a range of people as possible in our voluntary work, and to work with many different 
organisations across Camden and Abu Dis. 
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Priorities 
 

·  Continuing with the CADFA development project 
 
CADFA started 2007-8 with a commitment to expand our activities. Our work as a small 
charity has depended largely on volunteers but we found that establishing a  
co-ordinator’s post in Abu Dis in May 2006 was a turning-point in our activities there, and the 
input of a year’s full-time co-ordinating work from a London volunteer on sabbatical leave was 
extremely useful.  We decided to try to raise the money to sustain our level of work by 
seeking to establish two posts in London, and appointed a part-time temporary fundraiser 
from September 2007.  This resulted in a big increase in our income. 
 
Next year should be a year of consolidation in order to secure the future of our areas of work. 
Ideally by now with our volume of work we need two posts and an office in Camden, and two 
in Abu Dis (where we have an office in Dar Assadaqa), but it is of urgent importance that we 
should manage to fund at least one post in Camden and keep our co-ordinator post going in 
Abu Dis.  
 

·  More exciting projects 
 
We hope that next year will see great strides forward in each of the areas of work identified on 
page 3 and in each links group.  
 
Among many other things we aim to 

·  Publish a book of Voices from Abu Dis 
·  Bring a group of teachers from Abu Dis to Camden  
·  Organise an academic visit to Abu Dis 
·  And train children in Abu Dis to make a film about their lives. 

 
We thank our members and supporters for all they ha ve done over the 
past year, and also ask you for your help and good ideas in order that 
we can develop CADFA successfully over the next yea r. 

 
 
 
 

A message to us .... 
 

We have had a lot of nice messages  
during the year.  Here is just one that was  

sent to us recently: 
 

 “Your website is great and your whole 
organization is amazing.. 

I’m from Abu Dis and just found out about 
CADFA.  God bless you all” 

 

 and a reply from CADFA 
 
 

“Thank you for your nice message –  
We will try and live up to this.   

And whether you come from Camden or 
from Abu Dis, (or wherever you come 

from),  
please will you join in and help us?    

 

Together we can make a 
difference.” 
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APPENDICES  
 
(1) Objects of CADFA 

·  CADFA’s Objects - From the constitution adopted on 21st June 2005: 

 
CADFA’s objects  are to promote human rights (as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and subsequent United Nations conventions and declarations) and respect for international 
humanitarian law in the area of Abu Dis, a region of Palestine, by all or any of the following means: 
 
·  Raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict in general and to the situation of Abu Dis in particular; 
·  Researching and monitoring abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu 

Dis; 
·  Educating the public about human rights and humanitarian law; 
·  Promoting public support for human rights and the observance of humanitarian law; 
·  Working to eliminate abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu Dis; 
·  Working to obtain and promote redress for the victims of human rights abuses and infringements of 

humanitarian law in Abu Dis and their families; 
·  Providing support to and relieving need among the victims of human rights abuses and 

infringements of humanitarian law and their families, in Abu Dis. 

(2) Trustees and Officers of CADFA 2007-8 
 
Chair and Secretary – Nandita Dowson 
Treasurer – Carmel Elwell  
Press Officer – Luca Salice 
Trustee without office – Amjad Taha  

(3) Organisations that  supported CADFA in 2007-8 eithe r by donating money or by 
giving other special help  

·  Amnesty St John's Wood Branch   
·  A.M. Qattan Foundation   
·  Ashley & Dumville Ltd   
·  Barry Melburn and Normal Amiel Trust   
·  British Shalom Salaam Trust   
·  British Council Jerusalem  
·  Emanuel Vincent Harris Trust   
·  GMB North-West London   
·  King's Cross and Brunswick Neighbourhood Associatio n  
·  NUT Camden   
·  NW London GMB Branch   
·  Queen's Crescent Community Centre   
·  Rosslyn Hill Unitarian Chapel, NW3   
·  The Maypole Fund   
·  The Thames Wharf Charity   
·  Tricycle Theatre, Kilburn   
·  Washington Ireland Program for Service and Leadersh ip  
·  The Welfare Association   
·  Unison Camden   
·  Unison UCLH   

This is in addition to many individuals who contrib uted money, skills and 
energy in many ways. A big THANK YOU to all of you.    


