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1. Trustees and Officers of CADFA  
 
Chair and secretary – Nandita Dowson 
Treasurer – Luca Salice 
Trustee without office - Nicola Seyd 
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2. Introduction 
 
CADFA came into being during 2004.  From a small ad hoc group it has gone 
from strength to strength; the name Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association 
was adopted at an inaugural meal in October 2004, and its constitution was 
adopted in June 2005. This first annual report has been prepared to cover the 
year since the adoption of the constitution (June 2005 to June 2006) but also 
refers to the initial period as this was not covered by an annual report. 
 

The financial year of CADFA runs from 1st April to 31st March each year and 
those are the dates of the accounts included here. Fundraising and expenses 
since that time are discussed but figures post April 2005 will be included in the 
next annual report. 

 

 
3. CADFA’s Objects - From the constitution adopted on 21st June 2005: 
 
CADFA’s objects are to promote human rights (as set out in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and subsequent United Nations conventions and 
declarations) and respect for international humanitarian law in the area of Abu Dis, a 
region of Palestine, by all or any of the following means: 
 

• Raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general and to the situation of Abu Dis in particular; 

• Researching and monitoring abuses of human rights and infringements of 
humanitarian law in Abu Dis; 

• Educating the public about human rights and humanitarian law; 

• Promoting public support for human rights and the observance of humanitarian 
law; 

• Working to eliminate abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian 
law in Abu Dis; 

• Working to obtain and promote redress for the victims of human rights abuses 
and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu Dis and their families; 

• Providing support to and relieving need among the victims of human rights 
abuses and infringements of humanitarian law and their families, in Abu Dis. 
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4. What is Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association (CADFA) trying to 
do? 

 

Promoting human rights and respect for international humanitarian law 
in Abu Dis, Palestine. 

Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association is a Camden organisation dedicated 
to promoting human rights in Abu Dis.  Along with others in Palestine, people 
in Abu Dis suffer abuses of human rights as a result of the Israeli occupation 
and its practices, for example the construction of the Separation Wall.  We are 
promoting friendship links and twinning not as an end in itself but because we 
believe this is an effective way to draw the human rights situation in Abu Dis 
to the attention of people in Camden and to work with others locally to do 
something about it.  

Hundreds of people in Camden have signed our friendship statement, which 
says: 

We are building friendship links with a view to twinning for these reasons:  

• In order to express solidarity and common humanity with people in Abu 
Dis in their time of need  

• So people from both communities can learn more about each other, to 
help build friendship and understanding  

• So people in Camden can deepen their understanding of what is 
happening in this troubled part of the world  

• So we can support practical projects such as medical and educational 
projects in Abu Dis.  

5. Human rights 
 
The situation in Abu Dis and in Palestine in relation to international 
humanitarian law and human rights is very grave.  In the background – and 
affecting Palestine as a whole - this year have been the extension of the Wall 
despite the opinion given by the International Court of Justice, the extension 
of settlements including Maale Adumim, the build-up to the Palestinian 
election which was finally held in January 2006, and pressures on the PA 
following the election of Hamas in January 2006, the attack on the Jericho Jail 
(February 2006) prior to the Israeli election of March 2006, the Israeli 
government’s plan to annexe great areas of the West Bank including the 
Jordan Valley and the main settlement blocks. In order to be brief, main 
issues for people in Abu Dis are listed below.  
  
Main issues in Abu Dis 
 
Israeli occupation, mistreatment of people by the army  
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Settlement construction, illegal under international law 
Land confiscation to expand the big settlement of Maale Adumim continuing 

 

Refugees (both to Abu Dis and from Abu Dis) not allowed to return to their place of origin 
 
Israeli annexation of East Jerusalem, Judaisation of Jerusalem, pressures on Palestinians 
with blue passes – threat of removal of the passes 
 
Disruption to life caused by checkpoints, curfews, arrests etc. Pass laws restricting movement 
of people with green and orange passes  
 
Families separated by the Wall and the pass laws 
 
Dismissal of people working in Jerusalem but based in the rest of the West  Bank, sector by 
sector – teachers, health workers 
 
Great difficulties for students at Al Quds university from checkpoints making them seriously 
late, etc. An increase in incidents at the time of university exams including night-time raids by 
the army, girls being told they will be strip-searched at checkpoints, refusing and not reaching 
exams 
 
The Separation Wall that cuts through Abu Dis and separates it from Jerusalem – serious loss 
of jobs and lack of access to services including the hospitals 
 
Political prisoners, prisoners held without trial, mistreatment of prisoners, child prisoners 
 
During 2005-6 – local to Abu Dis 
 
Solicitor Ali Abu Hilal arrested at a meeting of teachers in Jerusalem 
 
Attack on Jericho Jail (20 km from Abu Dis) 
 
Results of Palestinian general election not recognised, Palestinian Authority not allowed 
money by the West, consequent increase in poverty 
 
PA representatives arrested by the Israeli Authority, Jerusalem ones with blue passes 
removed 
 
Many arrests by the army in Abu Dis including of school children 
 
Families of prisoners denied the right to visit them 
 
More severe closure of the western side of the wall – Permits to get to Jerusalem increasingly 
hard to get – People who had had permits denied entry 
 
Many people in ambulances prevented from getting to the hospital 
 
Wall on east side of Abu Dis begins – new checkpoint in Alazzariyeh 
 
In May, the local PA court (just after being painted and having had new computers installed) 
was moved out of the area. Local people suspected that the Jerusalem suburb was being 
seen by Israel as an area that in future would not be a Palestinian Authority area. The area 
remained under the control of the Israeli soldiers. 
 
Shehadeh Ahmed Mohsen, diabetic patient from Al Muqassed Hospital, and with a permit to 
go for an appointment, denied a way through the checkpoint and killed by Israeli soldiers on 
his way to the hospital 
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CADFA activity on these issues 
 

CADFA has explained the importance of some of these issues in the report of 
the April 05 visit and in a leaflet on the Separation Wall produced by the 
Human Rights links group and plan further leaflets in 2006-7 
We have given out information at all of our events (below)    
We are developing an “activity tree” to help us respond to cries of help from 
Abu Dis  
We launched a letter-writing campaign and liaised with Amnesty International 
when Lawyer Ali Abu Hilal was arrested  
We now put current news sent from Abu Dis on the website 
www,camdenabudis.org  
At the end of the year we were able to employ a co-ordinator in Abu Dis 
whose job includes monitoring and reporting on the situation in relation to 
human rights, so we plan to have a monthly report during 2006-7 
We have discussed the idea of people in Camden adopting separated families 
and child prisoners, and hope to put this into action during 2006-7 
 
6. Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association – the first steps 
 

December 2003 Meeting held in Camden exploring the purpose and the 
possibility of establishing friendship links with a town in 
Palestine – and discussing which town it might be. 

January 2004 First Camden-Abu Dis links established. Statements 
from various organisations in Camden were faxed to 
Camden, and contact established by email. 

April 2004 Sponsored walk in Camden to raise money for the 
Faisal al-Husseiny Clinic This was used to start the 
Camden Eye Clinic. 

April 2004 A Camden friend visited Abu Dis and came back with a 
proposal to raise money for a community centre. 

October 2004 Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association was formally 
set up at a fund-raising meal to raise money for the 
community centre. Julie Christie, Ken Loach and Ahdaf 
Soueif were there. 

October 2004 The first links groups were set up to strengthen the 
organisation in Camden by encouraging people to 
raise the issue of Palestine and Abu Dis within their 
own areas of work or interest. 

April 2005 First Camden group visit to Abu Dis. This gave the 
work in Camden a great push forward, and led to lots 
of talks, exhibitions and meetings within Camden. 

June 2005 CADFA was re-constituted as a charitable trust. 

September 2005 First Abu Dis delegation to Camden included visits to 
many organisations and also the first British Twinning 
with Palestine conference, bringing together groups 
from across Britain who were seeking to make links to 
Palestinian towns. 
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November 2005 Second Camden group visit to Abu Dis also linked 
people from some other areas in Britain to new 
partners in Palestine. 

Nov-Dec 05 First CADFA volunteer from Camden teaching English 
in Abu Dis. 

13th January 06 CADFA granted charitable status (charity number 
1112717) 

February 06 Several projects completed in Abu Dis – internet 
connections to schools, computers for women’s 
internet café, restoration of Friendship House, money 
given for cheap medicines via Al-Muqassed Society. 

March 06 Women’s delegation from Abu Dis to Camden took 
part in International Women’s Day celebrations and 
visited schools, colleges, clinics and hospitals. 
Children’s club starts in Abu Dis at Friendship House, 
and staffed by Camden volunteers 

April 06 Third group visit to Abu Dis coincided with Twinning 
Network visit and British Palestinian Friendship 
Conference in Bethlehem 
Formal opening of the Friendship House in Abu Dis 

June 06   Visit to Camden by a group of young people and 
teachers, to meet young people in Camden schools 
and youth clubs. Health links concert raised money for 
basic medicines in Abu Dis. 

June-July 06 Fundraising for summer camp (summer scheme) for 
children in Abu Dis. Volunteers from Camden 
preparing to go to help with the summer camp and with  
English course and computer course for women at the 
Friendship House. 

 
   

7. Organisation of CADFA 
 

Trustees, officers and general meetings 

CADFA is organised as a charitable trust which allows us to inform the public  
as well as to raise funds for practical projects. We have to be clear who are 
the people to take the decisions in the organisation, so we have a formal 
membership for which we charge a small amount per year.  The rules of 
CADFA are written in the constitution adopted in June 2005. This governs the 
election of officers etc.    

Links groups and open meetings 

However, we want to include as many people as we can in our activities, and 
we have open meetings once a month.  Anyone sympathetic to our aims is 
welcome to come and take part.  
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Much of the practical work of CADFA is done through links groups, which 
work on particular areas such as education, health, women, youth, unions…  . 
The different links groups work in different ways, each deciding on their own 
projects but keeping in close touch with the CADFA trustees and reporting to 
the open meetings each month. Each links group is asked to work with both 

sides – Camden and Abu Dis.  In Camden, the work is to extend awareness 
of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and to the situation of Abu Dis in particular within the area of the links 
group.  For example, the education links group encourages teachers, 
governors, lecturers to take an interest in the education and human rights 
situation in Abu Dis.  Together with people in Abu Dis, the work is to develop 
useful projects – so, for example, the community links group has raised 
money for a community centre in Abu Dis.  .     

Of course many of the projects will help more than one links group, and 
directly serve the aims of CADFA as a whole. For example, the women’s links 
group organised a visit of women from Abu Dis to Camden, which was also be 
useful for the other links groups (in this case, health, education, student  and 
human rights links) – and in its turn the children’s visit organised by the 
education links group has been helpful to the women’s links and the youth 
links group.  In open meetings, people work together to push forward the 
understanding in Camden of the human rights situation in Abu Dis and the 
number of people wanting to be active in doing something about it. 

The links groups produce their own events and leaflets etc and also promote 
the general CADFA literature To date, each links group has set off on its own 
fundraising for its projects, but as CADFA gets bigger and incurs more 
expenses, we wonder if it would be useful to have a fundraising sub-group to 
help the links groups and CADFA as a whole.  

8. Communication 

Email lists and ward reps 

Communicating with supporters in Camden is very important and we do this 
mainly by email. As the numbers of supporters have spread into the hundreds 
we have cut down on expensive mailouts, but we know that relying on email 
cuts some people out and we are not happy about that.  We have spent some 
time organising a system of ward representatives in each ward in Camden 
who can deliver things locally. By this end of the year, each ward in Camden 
has a named rep. who is willing to do occasional deliveries to our supporters 
in each ward, and also leaflets etc to community noticeboards and venues 
local to them. This is a system we are just beginning but hope to make it work 
well in the next year.  
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Updates (newsletters) 

Every month or two we have made an update (a newsletter) with information 
about current activities. These are distributed by email and put on the website, 
and we hope that during the next year, these will be regularly delivered by 
ward reps to those of our supporters who are not on email. 

Leaflets and posters  

We have now got a series of leaflets with a similar format but different colours 
for the different links group themes, and these are being distributed via links 
groups and ward reps round the borough. We managed to get some of them, 
and a T-shirt and poster to promote CADFA, printed in Abu Dis itself which 
takes much-needed work there – and we will try and get future print-runs done 
there if possible. 

Website – www.camdenabudis.org 

We would very much like to thank Chris for setting up our website and more 
recently Frances for taking it over, improving it and keeping it updated daily. It 
is becoming a better and better resource for us, and we hear that it is used in 
Abu Dis as well. Friends there are working on Arabic pages and we hope to 
have a truly dual language website by this time next year. 

9. Activities in Camden 2005-6 
 
This has been an active first year for CADFA as a charitable trust and we can 
be proud of what we have achieved. The number of people involved in 
CADFA has grown steadily, partly because there are many ways to be 
involved.  There have been a steady stream of Camden events of various 
sorts to inform the public and to raise funds for Abu Dis. We have had visits to 
Abu Dis and received delegations from Abu Dis.  Although it seemed at first to 
be a struggle to get our work noticed in the local press, there has been an 
increasing interest, and at a recent Camden summer fair stall (with no 
connection to us or to Palestine) the CADFA name (painted on the top of a 
display screen) was repeatedly greeted with recognition by people who were 
passing by. 
  

 
Events in Camden 2005-6 
 
15th May 05 Report-back by visitors to Abu Dis, Marchmont Street Community 
Centre 
26th June 05 Sponsored walk to raise money for community centre in Abu Dis 
19th July 05 Fundraising meal  and showing of video from Abu Dis 
22-30th September Camden Abu Dis Friendship Week (visit by 5 people from 
Abu Dis) 
23rd September – Meeting for Abu Dis visitors at Camden Town Hall 
23rd September Women in Palestine – Public meeting 
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24th September - Behind the Wall in Abu Dis public meeting, Hampstead 
Friends Meeting House 
25th September – Twinning with Palestine conference at Conway Hall 
26th September Words from Beyond the Wall, Poetry from Palestine, Benefit 
for CADFA children’s visit  
27th September Palestinian Nights – Benefit for Health Projects at Darbucka 
15th November – Abu Dis Through Camden Eyes – talk to follow exhibition of 
photos in Kentish Town Library 
23rd November – Meeting at Camden Town Hall – reportback from the second 
group visit to Abu Dis 
3rd December – Palestinian Friendship Feast – Somers Town Community 
Centre 
14th December - Abu Dis Through Camden Eyes – talk to follow exhibition of 
photos in Queen’s Crescent Library 
17th December - Demonstration against the Wall, Camden Town 
January 06 – CADFA stall at UCL Palestine Awareness Week 
31st January – Volunteering in Palestine talk, Marchmont Street 
7th February - Volunteering in Palestine talk, VAC Kentish Town 
3rd – 11th March CADFA International Women’s Week 
4th March – Human Rights in Palestine public meeting, Swiss Cottage 
Community Centre 
5th March – Palestine Festival for International Women’s Day, Somers Town 
Community Centre 
6th March – Women under occupation public meeting 
9th March – Meal in honour of the women visitors 
1st April 06 – No Laughing Matter – Demonstration against the impact of the 
Wall on human rights and respect for humanitarian law. This was in parallel 
with demonstration in Abu Dis by Palestinian and Israeli human rights 
organisations 
30th April – Report back from visit to Abu Dis, Marchmont Street 
7th May – Comedy Benefit for the Children’s Visit, Hampstead Comedy Club 
20th May – Camden Abu Dis Friendship March through Camden 
26th May – Meeting with international representative of Israeli Committee 
Against House Demolitions 
14th – 25th June Abu Dis Children’s Visit 
17th June “Music of East and West” concert – Benefit for Abu Dis Health 
Links, Rosslyn Hill Chapel 
22nd June Teachers’ meal for Abu Dis 
  

 
Speakers, visits, joint activities with Camden organisations including 
Acland Burghley  School 
Acland Burghley Sports Club 
After school club at St George the Martyr 
Amnesty Belsize Park and Hampstead 
British Library union   
Camden Teachers’ Association 
Camden Trades Council 
Camden Unison 
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Caversham Practice   
Chadswell Healthy Living Centre 
Crossroads Women’s Centre  
Eleanor Palmer School 
Hampstead Football Club 
Hampstead School 
Hampstead School 
Kentish Town Fire Station 
Kentish Town Fire Station 
King’s Cross and Brunswick Neighbourhood Association 
King’s Cross and Brunswick Youth Club 
La Sainte Union School 
Marchmont St Cty Centre 
NATFHE City Lit 
NATFHE Westminster Kingsway College 
Ossulston St Girls’ Club 
Royal Free Hospital School 
Somers Town Community Centre 
South Camden Community School 
Torriano Junior School 
Tricycle Theatre 
UCL Institute of Archeology  
UCL Palestine Society 
UCLH 
Winchester Project   
Women and Health  
Woodcraft Folk 
 
Stalls at Camden events including 
Camden Green Fair 2005 
International Women’s Day at Camden Town Hall 2006 
Camden Bangladeshi Mela 2006 
  
 
Visits to Abu Dis from Camden 
 
The first group visit to Camden went in April 2005, and a report on this visit is 
available from CADFA. Two more group visits were organised during 05-06, in 
November 05 and in April 06. These visitors first went to Bethelehem, 
Ramallah, Jerusalem and Hebron to understand the Palestinian context and 
to meet organisations including the Israeli Committee Against House 
Demolitions and Al-Haq, and then for several days to Abu Dis, to stay with 
people, visit organisations and learn about the human rights situation in Abu 
Dis itself. 
 
A number of individual visitors have also been to Abu Dis.  In February 2006, 
the CADFA chair made a visit to finalise arrangements for a number of 
CADFA projects – the school internet connections, health projects and the 
Friendship House. In November, March and April, three volunteers went to 
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Abu Dis each for about a month, to teach English in the Al Quds university, 
the Jeel al-Jadeed School, the An Nur Centre, the FAMC Clinic and the 
Friendship House. 
 
In the thirteen months including April 2005 and 2006, twenty-five Camden 
people visited Abu Dis. These visits are an important way of getting people to 
know about the issues, and those who have visited have been very struck by 
the experience. They have encouraged people on return to stay involved and 
help the work of CADFA.  The voluntary work has been welcomed by people 
in Abu Dis. CADFA has not funded these visits at all, preferring to spend that 
money on people from Abu Dis to come here and each meet and speak to 
hundreds of people in Camden. We hope in the next year to encourage others 
to go and visit and maybe to volunteer, and we plan to organise themed visits 
for particular groups of people. 
 
 
Visits to Camden from Abu Dis 
 
During 2005-6, we have welcomed eighteen visitors from Abu Dis to Camden 
(and a ticket for a nineteenth was also bought but she was not allowed to 
cross the Allenby Bridge). The visitors were two doctors, a nurse, a human 
rights worker, a business man, a representative of the Al-Quds University, a 
university student, a teacher, two headteachers and four girls and four boys 
from Abu Dis Schools.  
 
This was on three visits: a general visit in September 2005, a women’s visit in 
March 2006, and a children’s and teachers’ visit in June 2006.  These visits 
represented a fantastic amount of work fundraising and organising, but were 
tremendously useful. 
 
During each visit, the Abu Dis visitors had a busy programme of meetings with 
Camden organisations, groups and individuals, and also at least one public 
meeting, which mean that by now thousands of people in Camden have 
listened to people in Abu Dis talking about their lives. From these events, 
many more people have become interested in human rights issues in 
connection with Abu Dis and Palestine and have got involved with the work of 
CADFA. 
 
Following the visits, there has been more work to be done, contacting the 
organisations who met them and seeking to involved them in the links group 
work. Following the most ambitious of these visits – the children’s visit – we 
are planning to put together a small book which can be given to all the 
schools in both Abu Dis and Camden.  
 
We would like to thank all those Camden people who have actively helped 
with these visits by hosting, welcoming, meeting the visitors and by taking 
such an interest in what they had to say.  From each visit, we have learned 
more about how to organise effective visits. A report on the children’s visit is 
available from CADFA. 
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Projects in Abu Dis 2005-6 
 
This year we were able to financially support the following projects in Abu Dis: 
 

- The renovation of the  Dar Assadaqa (Friendship House) community 
centre; 

- Four computers to be the basis of an internet café for women; 
- The installation of the internet into two schools in Abu Dis; 
- and a data projector for one of the schools; 
- the purchase of basic medicine for the Al-Muqassed clinic in Abu Dis 
- in addition to the journeys to London of the people mentioned above. 

 
We were able to support the following projects in other ways: 
 

- Our Town photographic competition for young people in Abu Dis and 
Camden to contribute photographs and writing about the place they 
lived in 

- We collected and circulated information about human rights abuses in 
Abu Dis. When Lawyer Ali Abu Hillal was arrested, we were able to 
get a number of letters written and call on Amnesty, and he was 
released the next day. When Jericho Jail was attacked, we wrote a 
letter to Jack Straw – though we did not get an answer. We circulate 
stories on our big email list, and have now also got an active website 
where we can put this information.  

  
Co-ordinator in Abu Dis 
At the end of the year we were able to appoint a local co-ordinator for CADFA 
work in Abu Dis in order to 
 

- send CADFA regular reports on the human rights situation in Abu  Dis    
- promote the work CADFA is doing in Abu Dis 
- ensure that representatives of as many Abu Dis people and 
organisations as possible are in touch with CADFA work 
- liaise with the Abu Dis Camden Committee in Abu Dis 
- where relevant, co ordinate projects we are developing there 
- send  us regular reports on what is happening to projects 
- organise for CADFA visitors from Britain and explain about Abu Dis to 
them 
- help Abu Dis people to prepare to visit Camden 
- help  with the Arabic part of the CADFA website 

 
This post is for a year in the first instance, and will be reviewed in March 
2007. 
 
Twinning Network 
 
In September 2005, when our first group of Abu Dis visitors were in Camden, 
we hosted a conference of different groups across Britain who are making 
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links with different towns and villages in Palestine.  This led to us becoming a 
founder-member of the Britain-Palestine Friendship Forum, a network of 
diverse groups who are promoting a variety of twinning activities. This work 
contributes to raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues 
relevant to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general.  Within it we raise the 
issue of the situation of Abu Dis in particular through presentations on the 
work of CADFA at talks across Britain (Liverpool, Ludlow, Tower Hamlets and 
others about to happen, and at a second Twinning Network conference, in 
Bethlehem, in April 2006). 
 
10. Press and publications 
 
We have the following current publications: 

- Report on the Camden group visit to Abu Dis, April 2005 
- Report on the Abu Dis children’s visit to Camden, June 2006  
- General CADFA leaflet (needs updating) 
- Leaflets on health, women, education, the Separation Wall. 

 
We are keeping copies of press interest in CADFA on our website. To date 
this includes articles in the Camden New Journal, Ham and High, NATFHE 
News, Al-Quds (in Palestine), Al-Quds Al-Arabi (in London); BBC Education 
website; film by Reuters TV, Islam Channel, British Satellite News, BBC World 
Service Outlook. 
 

10. Financial report 
 
Attached 
 

11. Looking forward 
 
During 2005-6, we have laid a solid basis for work within Camden and Abu 
Dis that fits with the objects of CADFA (see (2) above).  It is fair to say that 
very many people in Camden have now heard about Abu Dis, and heard 
about the human rights situation in Abu Dis and Palestine as a result of visits, 
meetings, exhibitions or publications related to CADFA.  
 

HOW  ARE WE DOING IN RELATION TO OUR OBJECTS? 
 

• Raising awareness of human rights and humanitarian issues relevant to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict in general and to the situation of Abu Dis in particular; YES 
– GOING WELL 

• Researching and monitoring abuses of human rights and infringements of 
humanitarian law in Abu Dis; YES – JUST BEGINNING 

• Educating the public about human rights and humanitarian law; YES - OUR 
PROGRAMME IS GOING WELL AND THERE IS MUCH  MORE TO DO 

• Promoting public support for human rights and the observance of 
humanitarian law; YES - IMPORTANT FOR OUR NEXT YEAR 

• Working to eliminate abuses of human rights and infringements of 
humanitarian law in Abu Dis; YES - IMPORTANT FOR OUR NEXT YEAR 
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• Working to obtain and promote redress for the victims of human rights abuses 
and infringements of humanitarian law in Abu Dis and their families; YES - 
IMPORTANT FOR OUR NEXT YEAR 

• Providing support to and relieving need among the victims of human rights 
abuses and infringements of humanitarian law and their families, in Abu Dis. YES -
WE SHOULD CONTINUE WITH OUR PROJECTS 

 
We must continue to work in this way, but we are at a different point from a 
year ago. We have now got good links to Abu Dis and interest in this project 
at both ends, as there are many people now who have visited the other place 
(Camden or Abu Dis) or who have been involved in one of our activities or 
projects. We have now got a co-ordinator in Abu Dis who is preparing reports 
for us on abuses of human rights and infringements of humanitarian law. We 
have a lot of material generated by people at both ends and in particular in 
Abu Dis. We have the links groups in a number of areas, and we have a lot of 
first contacts made with organisations in Camden. 
 
This second year as a charity should be a time of using the information we 
have gathered and developing the links, and importantly of making more 
material that can be used to promote public support for human rights and the 
observance of humanitarian law. 
 
 
Suggested priorities for 2006/7: 
 

(1) To have a human rights report from Abu Dis each month 
(2) To firm up our “tree” of responses to calls for help from Abu Dis 
(3) To make further leaflets on human rights issues, beginning with 
separated families and child prisoners 
(4)   In Camden, the links groups to work with the links that have been 

made to extend interest in human rights and international humanitarian 
law in relation to Abu Dis and to Palestine, and to develop projects for 
Abu Dis.  

(5)   In Camden, to try and firm up the tentative links that have been made 
through the visits and aim to have more organisations in Camden 
formally join CADFA. 

(6)   Within Camden to make some links to the Muslim community  
(7)   To organise some visits to Abu Dis, possibly to include themed visits 

such as a councillors’ visit, a health visit, a teachers’ visit. 
(8)   To bring some visitors from Abu Dis and to reach further organisations 

in Camden. To bring at least one visitor in November at the time of the 
next Twinning with Palestine conference. To consider a musical visit or 
a drama visit. 

(9)   To use the material from the children’s visit and produce a booklet 
about Camden and Abu Dis in both English and Arabic. To promote 
this in Camden and to give it to schools in both places. 

(10)  To conduct interviews in both places about 1967 and to produce 
material for the website and possibly a booklet about the effects on 
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human rights and international humanitarian law of the Israeli 
Occupation 

(11)   To have an Arabic part to the website so that it can be used more 
easily in Abu Dis 

(12)   To bring the ward rep system into more systematic operation 
(13) To have a fund-raising sub-committee 
 
 
Nandita Dowson 
Chair 


