An Abu Dis doctor writes about his own grandmother  3/7/2006
Today, at 2 o’clock this morning, my grandmother (80 years old) started to have acute and severe rectal bleeding. We called the ambulance to take her to the Al Maqassed hospital in Jerusalem. The team of this Palestinian ambulance said that the soldiers at the checkpoint would not allow our ambulance to go through to Jerusalem, and he advised us to call an Israeli ambulance.
We called the Israeli one, and they asked for the number of my grandmother’s ID, and mine as well, and asked us to call back after five minutes. After five minutes we called them and they said that she could go to the hospital, but I could not, because of the security of Israel, as I am not allowed to go to Jerusalem. I then gave them two other ID numbers to check if they were allowed (my sister and cousin), while my grandmother was still bleeding. After five minutes, I called them and they said that my sister and cousin could not go either, for the same reason.
Then we asked someone who has a blue ID to go with her. By the time she arrived at the hospital, she was in a very severe situation.  Her Hb was 9 and they took her to the intensive care unit, where they had to give her three units of blood. They said that she needed more, but they did not have any more. The problem was that no one from Abu Dis (her family) could go to Jerusalem to give blood, and none of her daughters or sons could go to stay with her. 
She is still bleeding and her situation is still very bad, and because of the severity of the bleeding, the doctors cannot do anything. 
We have called some people who have blue I Ds to give her blood, but they are not the same blood group. We are trying to organize tomorrow, in our clinic in Abu Dis, a day with Al Maqassed hospital to take blood from the people who have the same blood group (I am one of them), and then send it to the hospital, if she is still alive .
 
