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From Al-Quds newspaper 31st October 2007





Teachers' delegation from Camden city in London finishes its visit to Abu Dis schools.





A delegation of eleven teachers representing eight schools from Camden, London finished their support visit to Abu Dis government schools, the Arab Institute, the UN and New Generation schools.





The delegation started its visit of a week to Abu Dis with a tour of Abu Dis schools. Omar Anbar  from the Ministry of Education and Durgham Abd al-Aziz from the Education Department in UNWRA gave descriptions of the education process in the Occupied Territories and the difficulties caused to this process because of the security situation and the shortage of money which is needed to develop the schools and the education sector in general.





After that, the delegation visited the Al Quds University and the Abu Jehad Centre for the Prisoners' Movement and listened to a description about it. In the evening, Dar Assadaqa, supported by the Camden Abu Dis Friendship Association, organised a welcome party in honour of the visitors in Abu Dis Girls' School theatre.  Many Abu Dis people were there and there were performances by Camden music group, led by Dr Abdullah Abu Hilal and the Dar Assadaqa dabkeh group led by Dr Bilal Mohsen.





Workshops





During the visit, three joint workshops were held between the Palestinian and British teachers.  On Thursday 23rd October, the first one, held in Abu Dis Elementary School was about the Palestinian curriculum; on Wednesday 24th October, the second one held in Abu Dis Girls' School was about teaching methods and involved 120 students from Abu Dis schools.  The third one, on Thursday 25th October, held in the Arab Institute focused on plans for future work and ways to make strong links between the schools in Abu Dis and in Camden.





On Friday, which was the last day of the visit, the Ministry of Education organised a trip for teachers from Abu Dis and the visitors together with members from Dar Assadaqa to Jericho and the Dead Sea.











